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CHECK IN TO THE NETS

Wednesday 2 Meter Wednesday 10 Meter

8:30PM on 145.310 MHz pl 131.8 9:00PM on 28.470 MHz

The eQRM is a publication of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association (BVARA) and is Copyright 2010 ­ 2016.
All material presented in this publication is not necessarily the views of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL),
BVARA, or members of the said organizations. If you would like to contact the editor of the eQRM, please email
David at kc3bxc.73@gmail.com. Please visit us online at www.W3SGJ.org. To subscribe to our newsletter, please
visit W3SGJ.org/newsletter.php

THE eQRM

3 & 4
Bulletins

Hamfests and general
announcements

February 2016

5 & 6
This Month

VE testing, Breakfast

7
Propagation Charts
Propagation charts for

the East Coast

13 &14
Radio Sport
Contesting

12
Bits and Pieces
Interesting extras

9 & 10
Who We Are

Club officers, meetings and
membership information

And more

8
VE Test Results

New Hams and Upgrades

19
Of Interest to Club Members
BVARA member information

On the Cover : This is a picture of the Beaver River as it empties into the Ohio River. Beaver
County has many bridges connecting our communities.

16 ­ 18
Special feature

Perseus Project High­Altitude
Balloon Flight



3 THE eQRM Apri 2016
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Bulletins Hamfests & General Announcements

12th Annual ­ Tri State Radio Fest SUNDAY April 17th 2016

Location ­ Center Stage Banquet Hall

1495 Old Broadhead Rd. Monaca, Pa. 15061
near the border of Pennsylvania & Ohio ­ see directions below

Flea Market Dealer set up 6:30AM to 8:30AM
Flea Market sales : 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Auction check in your items 9:00AM to 12:00 noon

Contest Display theme ­ "Crosley Radios" (Antique/Vintage ­ no reproductions)
Please consider bringing something to show off and compete for prizes.
Door Prize Drawings Through the AM with the main prize at ~11:30 AM.
Auction ­ Starts at 12:00 Noon
AUCTIONEER ­ Cledis Estes http://www.cledisestesauctionsii.com/
Please check out the Estes link above for his auctions in the Akron Ohio area.
Note that Cledis and his crew are donating their time to this TSRF event!
THANK YOU Cledis and company!
All proceeds go to the supporting clubs to offset the cost of the event.

Sponsored by:
Pittsburgh Antique Radio Society
Buckeye Antique Radio and Phonograph Club
For information: (www.pittantiqueradios.org)
Chris Wells phone 724 942 1113
(radioactive55man@comcast.net)
Andy Manko 412 884 6194
Tom Dixon phone 412 343 5326
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BVARA Club Feature Presentation:

This Month

This Month's
Speaker :

Dick Hanna K3VYY

Topic :
Amelia Earhart

Including:
Her disappearance, the radios used, the antennas, and the messages.

This is a presentation you won’t want to miss!

Dick’s Background:
He is semi­retired, has been a ham since 1962 with an extra class license. He enjoys working with

"boatanchor" radios as well as new digital technology.
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VE TEST SESSIONS

Beaver County Emergency Services Center

351 14th Street
Ambridge, PA 15003

Tests begin promptly at 5 pm, April 14, 2016.

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered.

Thursday Morning Breakfast

The BVARA meets every Thursday at Steak 'n Shake in
Center Township, by the Beaver Valley Mall, at 10:00 AM.
All radio amateurs are encouraged to come join us at our
Thursday morning breakfast.

More this Month

ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following:

1. 2 forms of I.D. ­ one MUST be a photo I.D.
2. A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink.
3. The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license.
4. The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E.
5. The test fee of $15 ­ cash, check, or money order.

For more information, contact :
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM
(724) 847­0610
k3som@arrl.net

WEEKLY

See you Thursday at
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Propagation Charts From theARRL

RACES / ARES
eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate
As a matter of editorial opinion, the eQRM urges all Beaver County
licensed amateurs to participate in the County’s RACES and ARES
programs.
Any Beaver County Amateur that is interested in participating in
the RACES/ARES programs can do so by checking into the Beaver
County Public Service Net which meets every Monday evening at
8:30 PM local time on the N3TN 146.850 MHz repeater (131.8 PL)

PROPAGATION
The East Coast propagation chart listed above is for April 2016.
If you would like more information on how to read these charts, or for
more information on propagation in general, please visit
http://arrl.org/propagation
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New License and Upgrades BVARA VE Testing

Tom Boles ­ KC3GVC from Wexford, PA passed his Technician Class exam at
our March testing session.
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Who WeAre

Membership Information and Club Officers

2015 BVARA OFFICERS
President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z
Vice President: Dick Hanna,
K3VYY
2nd Vice Pres.: Rob Miller, N3OJL
Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS
Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT
Director: Bob Winkle, N3AZZ
Director: Bob Croft, KB3RHN
Trustee: Rich Soltesz, K3SOM

MONTHLY MEETINGS

E­Board meetings are now held the
Saturday before the monthly club
meeting.

VE testing begins at 5:00.

Regular meetings are at 6:30.

All meetings are held at
Beaver County
Emergency Services Center
351 14th Street
Ambridge, PA 15003
on the second Thursday of every
month (unless otherwise stated).

MEETING DATES 2016

Apr 14
May 12
Jun 09
Jul 14
Aug no meeting

Corn Roast Aug 20th
Sep 08
Oct 13
Nov 10
Dec no meeting

Christmas Party Dec 03
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Membership Information

49.00 * ARRL driven increase
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Technical Information

DIY stray RF remover:

If you have stray RF getting back down your
transmission line into your Ham Shack, here is a
simple do­it­yourself fix. Forget the balun,
SWR tuning and any other traditionally proven
methods. This is very simple and works very
well. You will need a paint brush, a bucket and
some dishwashing soap. Fill the bucket half full
with dishwashing liquid and use the paint brush

to generously apply the soap to your transmission line. Ensure the entire line is covered.

Put a drip loop in the transmission line before it
enters your shack. Be careful not to have the
transmission line touching any obstacles that could
hinder the stray RF from flowing to the drip loop.
Place a bucket directly under the drip loop to catch the
stray RF as it drips.

You can get an idea of the frequency of the
stray RF by its color. Low frequency stray RF is
almost clear. Stray Vhf is dark and Uhf is so dark it is
chocolate color.

Take extreme care handling the bucket of stray RF. If you were
transmitting with over one hundred watts, the stray RF can be quite
powerful! If you were transmitting with a kilowatt it will be too
powerful to experiment with.

You will want to safely pour out this powerful stray RF into a
Faraday cage that is on the ground in a highly conductive area.
The wearing of rubber gloves is highly recommended. Rubber
soled shoes should be worn also.

Stray RF collected this way is very volatile. It has an
exceptionally peculiar shelf life. It only works on April first…

KC3BXC
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photos from

Google images

Bits and Pieces

I was surfing the net and came across an
interesting story about some of the first women
in Ham radio. This story is about one remarkable
young woman who passed away in 1990. I
would liked to have met her and asked her more
questions. I find this story fun to read. I share it
with you.

At just fifteen years old, Gladys Kathleen
Parkin (1901­1990) received her professional
ham radio license. Basically, this makes her

unique and pretty darn smart, considering that she’d had her amateur radio license since age nine. She was
featured on the cover of The Electrical Experimenter, and at the time was the “youngest successful female
applicant for a radio license ever examined by the Government at that
time,” according to a 1916 article in the San Francisco Chronicle.
Parkin began her hobby at age five with her brother, and was the first
woman in California to pass the first­class radio license.

Parkin’s call sign was 6SO, and she spent her life in
the radio industry, developing a reputation for building her own
equipment. Here she is, quoted in The Electrical Experimenter:
"With reference to my ideas about the wireless profession as a
vocation or worthwhile hobby for women, I think wireless telegraphy
is a most fascinating study, and one which could very easily be taken
up by girls, as it is a great deal more interesting than the telephone
and telegraph work, in which so many girls are now employed. I am
only fifteen. … But the interest in wireless does not end in the
knowledge of the code. You can gradually learn to make all your own
instruments, as I have done with my ¼ kilowatt set. There is always
more ahead of you, as wireless telegraphy is still in its infancy."

Today her statement is still true, there is "always more ahead of you." As a Ham operator,
get into something new. Try some new facet of your Amateur Radio Hobby...

As always my motto is... Safety! Safety!Safety!
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Radio Sport

­ April 2016 Contests ­

2016 April SSB Rookie Roundup

This Rookie Roundup will be Sunday, April 17, using SSB. This is a great way to try out
contesting in an event designed for newcomers. Hope to work you then! To pre­register teams or
submit your score after the event, please visit the Rookie Roundup page hosted by Bruce Horn,

WA7BNM.

"Old Timers" should also take note of this event. Consider opening your station up to a rookie (or
two) and become an elmer. Remember, the more operators are on the air, the more fun the

'Roundup will be for everyone.

Be sure to read the rules before the event. It is also helpful to be familiar with the logging and
submission processes ahead of time. Please browse the information and tips on operating the

Rookie Roundup. We hope to hear you on the air!

For more information go to the ARRL web site with the Keywords: "contest calendar"

http://www.arrl.org/contest­calendar
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Radio Sport

Contest Corral courtesy of ARRL ­ QST Magazine
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Some Interesting Links
Amateur Radio Stack Exchange Q&A blog http://ham.stackexchange.com/

Society of Amateur Radio Astronomers http://radio­astronomy.org/

Contact the International Space Station http://www.ariss.org/contact­the­iss.html

Amateur Radio History and Licensing http://www.ac6v.com/history.htm

National World War I Museum and Memorial with amateur radio https://www.theworldwar.org/amateurradio

The Christian Amateur Radio Fellowship (CARF) http://www.carf.net/

Webopedia ham radio http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/H/ham_radio.html

Amateur Radio Newsline Report http://www.arnewsline.org/

Dr. Tamitha Skov Space Weather http://spaceweather.tv/category/amateur­radio­resources/
for Radio Amateurs

The Amateur's Code

CONSIDERATE ...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL ...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the American
Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and
internationally.

PROGRESSIVE ...with knowledge abreast of science, a well­built and efficient station and operation
above reproach.

FRIENDLY ...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner;
kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests of others. These are the hallmarks of
the amateur spirit.

BALANCED ...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or
community.

PATRIOTIC ...station and skill always ready for service to country and community.
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Perseus Project High­Altitude Balloon Flight

A number of BVARA club members tracked the high­altitude balloon launch last
Saturday, March 26th by CMU students who had taken their Technician exams with the BVARA club
in February of this year. Screenshots of their tracking data that were transmitted via APRS and some
corresponding Google tracking maps are shown from their APRS data. With this first balloon lunch of
their Perseus Project, our club members recorded that their balloon reached an altitude of 105,903 feet
and measured a barometric pressure as low as 8 millibars. Lowest temperature measured was ­53.2
degrees Celsius. Launch began just East of Columbus and ended in the Allegheny National Forest.

BVARA Members Track a High­Altitude Balloon Flight
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Perseus Project High­Altitude Balloon Flight

A typical APRS data packet

The balloon's track just after launch
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Automatic Packet Reporting System (APRS) is an amateur radio­based system
for real time tactical digital communications of information of immediate value in the local
area. In addition, all such data are ingested into the APRS Internet System (APRS­IS) and
distributed globally for other access. Along with messages, alerts, announcements, and
bulletins, the most visible aspect of APRS is its map display. Anyone may place any object or
information on their map, and it is distributed to all maps of all users in the local RF network
or monitoring the area via the Internet. Any station, radio, or object that has an attached GPS
is automatically tracked. Other prominent map features are weather stations, alerts and
objects and other map­related amateur radio volunteer activities including Search and Rescue
and signal direction finding.
For more details about the Perseus Project, please see the March 2016 issue of eQRM. We
look forward to future balloon launches form the Perseus Project Team with additional
opportunities to follow their progress!

Perseus Project High­Altitude Balloon Flight
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For BVARA Members Only

The Tri State Radio Fest SUNDAY April 17th 2016 :

The BVARA Club will have a table set up at this Radio Fest. Contact a Club
officer if you would like to display or sell some radio related item(s).

Membership Dues :

Membership dues are past due. Please come to the 14 April BVARA Club
meeting or see one of the Club Officers to get your 2016 membership up to
date.




