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On the cover :
Field Day is 25-26 June 2016. All are welcome. Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association will be set up at Old Economy Park in Baden, Pennsylvania. Turn left at the pool, drive to the end of the park.
Come see what’s going on!
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The eQRM is a publication of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association (BVARA) and is Copyright
2010 - 2016. All material presented in this publication is not necessarily the views of the American
Radio Relay League (ARRL), BVARA, or members of the said organizations. If you would like to contact
the editor of the eQRM, please email David at kc3bxc.73@gmail.com. Please visit us online at
www.W3SGJ.org. To subscribe to our newsletter, please visit W3SGJ.org/newsletter.php
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Who We Are
2016 BVARA OFFICERS
President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z
Vice President: Dick Hanna, K3VYY
2nd Vice Pres.: Rob Miller, N3OJL
Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS
Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT
Director: Bob Winkle, N3AZZ
Director: Bob Croft, KB3RHN

MONTHLY MEETINGS
E-Board meetings are now held the
Saturday before the monthly club
meeting.
VE testing begins at 5:00 PM.
Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM
All meetings are held at
Beaver County
Emergency Services Center
351 14th Street
Ambridge, PA 15003
on the second Thursday of every month
(unless otherwise stated).

2016 MEETING DATES
Jun 09
Jul 14
Aug no meeting
Corn Roast Aug 20th
Sep 08
Oct 13
Nov 10
Dec no meeting
Christmas Party Dec 3rd
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This Month
Weekly
The Monaca Steak
and Shake has a
great wait staff.
Come let them take
your order.

Thursday Morning Breakfast
(or you can have lunch)

The BVARA meets every Thursday at Steak 'n Shake in Center Township, by the
Beaver Valley Mall, at 10:00 AM. All radio amateurs are encouraged to come join
us at our Thursday morning breakfast.

See you Thursday at
The eQRM urges all
Beaver County licensed amateurs to
participate in the
County’s RACES
and ARES programs.
Any Beaver County
Amateur that is
interested in participating in the RACES/ARES programs
can do so by checking into the Beaver
County Public Service Net which
meets every Monday evening at 8:30
PM local time on
the N3TN 146.850
MHz repeater
(131.8 PL)
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RACES / ARES
eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate.
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Propagation

PROPAGATION
The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for June 2016.
If you would like more information on how to read these charts, or for more information on propagation in general,
please visit http://arrl.org/propagation
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Get your License or Upgrade
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations)
the second Thursday of each month at the Nine One One center in
Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our BVARA Club meeting. If
there is no meeting there is no test session. Please come take your test with us!

For more information, contact :
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM
(724) 847-0610
k3som@arrl.net

VE TEST SESSIONS
Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003.
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings
(the second Thursday of the month).
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered.

ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following:
1. 2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D.
2. A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink.
3. The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license.
4. The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E.
5. The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order.
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New License and Upgrades
BVARA VE Testing

Kevin Kearney - KC3HDU from Mars, PA passed his Technician
Class exam at our May testing session.
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Membership Information
By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in
Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL
membership you purchase!
Join the BVARA and ARRL
Sign up for:

Price

BVARA full membership

20.00

_______

BVARA student membership

15.00

_______

BVARA associate membership

10.00

_______

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership

5.00

_______

49.00

_______

One year ARRL membership
A Club Donation
ARRL Member?

Yes

_______

No

Total Enclosed

_______

Your License Class (If you have one.)
Technician

Name

General

__________________________
Address __________________________

Advanced
Extra Class

___________________________
Email

__________________________
Phone __________________________

Your Call sign __________________________
Your Signature__________________________

Make check or money order payable to:
The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424
South Heights, Pa 15081
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Hamfests & General Announcements

I went to the Breeze Shooter’s Hamfest. It was great!
there are no more Hamfests in
Western Pennsylvania for
the month of June.
I think I will take a nap now and be ready for field day!
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Radio Sport
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Bits and Pieces
This month is Field Day! This is one of
the most enjoyable events I have experienced
as an amateur radio operator. Field day is for
practicing emergency operations. This facet of
amateur radio is most important in times of
national, state or local disaster. This day is set
aside to practice for a real emergency situation.
There is a spark of excitement in the
planning of field day that grows the closer it
gets to field day. The questions start. Where
will the location be, what radios, what antennas will be used, will they be free standing, will they be supported by trees, what frequencies will we use, etc. Then there
is the sleeping arrangement. Do I sleep in the car, van or
maybe a tent or commute to home and back each day? I have
seen some folks bring an
RV. After the decisions are
made, the day comes that it
all has to be set-up. The
hours before field day radio
operations are exciting and
extremely busy. I find I
learn something new each
time I attend a field day. I
have learned how to put up
antennas, how to run a generator, computer sharpening skills, interpersonal relationship building, patience, good safety practices and new ways to enjoy amateur radio.
During the first hours of field day the main effort is setting up the radio equipment. In
this busy time not much food is consumed, only water and soft drinks are. After the busy setup comes a break for the evening meal. Things slow down, quiet a bit and then it’s time to
recharge your batteries with a relaxing meal.
Food is another aspect of field day I enjoy. Ahhh the food, homemade is the specialty. There are homemade main courses and deserts. In
the back of my mind I think, “Soon the radio contacts will begin”. I always
look forward to the breakfast! Knowing that there is going to be a great
time of hot food and good friends keeps me going all night.
Invited non-radio operators attend mostly during the daylight hours.
There are so many questions. This is a good way to get new folks interest-
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Bits and Pieces
ing in becoming amateur radio
operators. There is plenty of good
talk and relaxing time to visit. Stories come from everyone. Some
stories are radio related, while others are just plain fun. I find this a
good time of making new friends
and enjoying old friends.
The excitement grows
when we get to the operating radio
hours. Yes! Tuning the dial and
making that first contact. I enjoy
the sound of “CQ ,CQ, CQ,
W3SGJ Western Pennsylvania”. It
is so magical to me that we can talk to someone so many miles away over the airwaves.
As Field Day continues into the night,
attendance gets thin. Night time operations are even more interesting to me.
There are few distractions and the radio operations become focused. It is all
about radio operations and seeking
contacts now. Radio operations are in a
rhythm and the airwaves are full of operators focused on making contacts.
The 24 hours of radio operations go so
fast.
I enjoy the set-up and operating. I do not look forward to the necessity of teardown. Teardown signals that
field day is over.
After everything is safely put away, I contemplate
ways to make next year’s Field Day even better.
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Some Interesting Links

Interesting call sign info
Take a practice exam

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_radio_call_signs

http://aa9pw.com/radio/index.html

D-Star repeater directory

Sun spot activity

http://www.dstarusers.org/repeaters.php

http://sunspotwatch.com/

Unique way to support the ARRL
http://www.arrl.org/news/view/shop-amazon-smile-for-father-s-day-and-support-arrl

ARRL “The Doctor is In” podcast
a lively discussion of all things technical
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For All Radio Operators

The Amateur's Code
CONSIDERATE ...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen
the pleasure of others.
LOYAL ...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs,
local clubs, and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally.
PROGRESSIVE ...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and
efficient station and operation above reproach.
FRIENDLY ...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and
consideration for the interests of others. These are the hallmarks of the
amateur spirit.
BALANCED ...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed
to family, job, school or community.
PATRIOTIC ...station and skill always ready for service to country and
community.

Field Day 25-26 June 2016
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For All Radio Operators
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For All Radio Operators
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For All Radio Operators
If you think computer logging is a modern development, check out the key-punching station at the 1966
K21N0/3 Field Day effort. The cards containing the
contact data were processed by an IBM 1401 computer
at Johns Hopkins University after the event. KOOVZ is
shown operating the key punch while WA2BUJ hunts
for contacts.

In 1976 the Indianapolis Power & Light ARC
made a natural-power contact.
Gary, K9LNX, operated the radio while Ron,
WB9DKL, supplied the muscle.
Mike, WA9BWY, assisted by holding the bike in
place.
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For All Radio Operators
Another Field Day retrospective graced the December 1989 QST.
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For All Radio Operators
By the '50s, Field Day had grown into a major event worthy of its own QST
cover.

The eQRM is grateful to Maty Weinberg for permission to print extracts from
QST Magazine included in this article.
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