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MONTHLY MEETINGS

E-Board meetings are now held the
Saturday before the monthly club
meeting.

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM.
Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM

All meetings are held at the

Beaver County

Emergency Services Center

351 14th Street

Ambridge, PA 15003

on the second Thursday of every month
(unless otherwise stated).

All meetings subject to Covid
restrictions and cancellations.

Club Meetings 2021
Jun 10

Jun 26-27 Field Day Economy Park
Jul 08

Aug 21 Corn Roast

Sep 09

Oct 14

Nov 11

Dec 08 Christmas Party
Jan 13 2022

Feb 10

A\

uly |

—__BEAVER COU,W-],
o Emergency Services
Center

Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association
P.0. Box 424
South Holghts, PA 15081, USA

ITU 8, CQ 5, Grid EN9Our, Beaver Counly
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The Club Meeting:

Speakers:
Every one in attendance.

Topic:
Final preparations for Field Day.
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Weekly

The Freedom Thursday Morning Breakfast

Square Diner in (or you can have lunch)
Monaca has a great
wait staff. Come
let them take your
order.

As the Governor permits restaurants to
function we will be there if the Diner is
open.

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-
ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM.
All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come
join us at our Thursday morning breakfast.

See you
The eQRM urges all
Beaver County li- ThurSday at

censed amateurs to
participate in the
County’s RACES and
ARES programs.

Any Beaver County

Amateur that is in- RACES / ARES

terested in partici- ..
S ting in the RACES/ The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate.

ARES programs can

do so by checking
into the Beaver
County Public Ser-
vice Net which
meets every Mon-
day evening at 8:30

PM local time on the
WW3AAA 146.850
MHz repeater (131.8
PL)
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If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test
session. Please come take your test with us!

For more information, contact :
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM

(724) 847-0610
k3som@arrl.net

VE TEST SESSIONS

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003.
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings
(the second Thursday of the month).

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered.

ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following:

1. 2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D.
2. A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink.
3. The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license.
4. The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E.

5. The test fee of $15 - cash only.

6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)

Page 6 THE eQRM



Testing this month :

Our May VE Test Session had two candidates, with each participant
achieving their goal of passing the exam. Our new electronic filing sys-
tem worked superbly with the paperwork uploaded to a special ARRL
website on Thursday evening, entry information by the ARRL to the FCC
on Friday, and new license and an upgrade processed and posted by Sat-
urday morning. A congratulations email was then sent to each candidate
with a snippet of their license page for their new callsign and/or verifica-
tion that all information was entered correctly. Some previous sessions
were sometimes late by up to three weeks from delays caused by US
Postal Services issues. The paperwork for us no longer has to be mailed
in to the ARRL VEC.

Our testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge, PA. We are anticipating the
continued use of the facility for our VE testing.

Congratulations to:

- Nick Barclay — KC3SCR, Monaca, PA, Technician
- John Athanassion — N3NQP, Aliquippa, PA, Extra Class

All of this testing would not have been possible without the help of the following
Extra-Class VE Team members:

Reg Genola — W3REG,
Tony Pavilonis - K3AHP,
Mick Pyzoha — N3OJP,
Bart Stack - KB3NFM, and
Bob Winkle - N3AZZ

73 from Rich Soltesz - K3SOM, VE Liaison

ARRL iR Ribio*
/ WESTERN
PENNSYLVANIA
\¢/ SECTION

SERVICE ¢ INTEGRITY + EXCELLENCE
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in
Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL

membership you purchase!

Join the BVARA and ARRL
Sign up for: Price
O BVARA full membership 25.00
(O BVARA student membership 15.00
(O BVARA associate membership 10.00
(O  BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00
One year ARRL membership 49.00
A Club Donation
ARRL Member? Yes No Total Enclosed

Your License Class (If you have one.)

O Technician Name
O General Address
O Advanced
O Extra Class Email
Phone
Your Call sign
Your Signature

Make check or money order payable to:
The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424
South Heights, Pa 15081
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I checked the ARRL sight for

Western Pennsylvania Hamfests this month.

There are a couple scheduled for August of 2021.

Keep your seat and hang on for just a little longer...
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Hello all,

I am getting so excited about Field Day
2021! For me, I am like a kid at Christmas. I get
so excited the night before I can barely sleep. |
look forward to this radio get-together! I can
hardly wait to visit with everyone from the
BVARA Club, new folks that just come, the food
and the radio fun! I enjoy the freeness and inter-
est in radio camaraderie that is present. [ am not
annoyed or annoying to the people present by
focusing on my radio addictions.

I personally invite you to come join us at Old Economy Park to enjoy
Field Day with the BVARA Club. Come for an hour or spend the whole time,
just come. If you have any interest in the radio hobby this promises to be a very
interesting time for you.

The food is always great too. You just never know what good things are
going to be present for your consumption. This year will be a bit different.
Norm’s “Special Breakfast” will not happen, he will be attending a wedding.
We will miss you Norm. Have a great time there.

I have been hinting at a new vertical antenna mount I have been trying to
obtain. Well, it finally came. I purchased a very heavy vertical mobile mount. I
got a 30-foot school bus! I will be installing a vertical antenna on the bus. The
bus will be used as and RV. Anywhere I go I look forward to making some in-
teresting and unique contacts. I hope to be able to contact members of the BVA-
RA regularly too.

This does it for this month. I look forward to sharing the adventure and
results of our field day activities with you in the July eQRM.

Till next month be safe, KC3BXC clear... I’ll be listening.
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It’s Your Dime.

Remember back when you could communicate by
“Pay Phone” for ten cents? This page is for anyone
who wants to communicate with the BVARA com-
munity and beyond. Please send me your article
that you would like posted on this page. Please,
only topics and language in good taste. As the edi-
tor | reserve the option to post it or ignore it. Send
your dime to me at: kc3bxc.73@gmail.com

Anything new out there?

We have had some great input to this page.
Please, I am waiting for more.
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I have created a groups.io for the club...

https://groups.io/g/BVARA/

Groups.io is basically an e-mail reflector where people with similar interests can
post to a group and members of the group can read and reply to the post. There
are numerous groups that a person may want to join. Personally, I subscribe to
about 25 different groups that allow me to seek and give advice about several ra-
dios I own or am thinking about purchasing, as well as radio programming soft-
ware, and other hobbies.

For those who already have a groups.io account, just search BVARA or Beaver
Valley Amateur Radio and subscribe. I currently have it set up so new members
must be approved (by me for now, I can add moderators as necessary).

For those who do not have a groups.io account, signing up is simple. Go to
groups.io and create an account using your e-mail address of choice and create a
password. Once that is done just search BVARA and subscribe.

Once you subscribe please be patient in waiting for approval in the group.

The reason for setting up this group is to make communication among the mem-
bers easier. Instead of trying to send a message to 30 or 40 people, a person
could just post to the group and all subscribers will be able to see it and reply as
necessary. It should also be easier for club officers to get messages out to the

group.

Please mention this to other members. Sometimes I forget to add a name as |
punch in addresses and I would like everyone who wants to join the reflector to
have the opportunity to do so.

I hope everyone finds this new addition useful.

Thanks and 73,
Doug, N4AYKQ

{The BVARA in Beaver County Pennsylvania
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Hello all,

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association
invites you to our annual Field Day weekend at Old
Economy Park, 5 Forcey Dr, Baden, PA 15005, shelter
#1. To help you with plans to participate the next page
has a Calendar of Events and Times to let you know
what times and days specific events will occur.

Many people begin by attending the Pot Luck Dinner on Friday evening with their
“significant other” to join them for good food and conversation with old friends, new friends to
meet and club members.

Several of us are planning to stay all weekend with various campers by the Shelter. This is
the same site we have been using since we moved from Brady's Run Park several years
ago. Located high above the surrounding area, we've been fortunate to make many amateur radio
contacts even during the current low sunspot years. But now that the radio bands are becoming
more active, the excitement is on the increase!

Field Day first began as a contest activity to promote portable operations back in
1933. More recently, Field Day has morphed into an event to market amateur radio to the pub-
lic. Although not officially a contest, we will be sending out a Press Release to the media, we have
invited local elected officials to stop by our nearly 100-year-old radio club set up and meet its
members, we will have an information table for visitors to learn more about amateur radio, we en-
courage visitors to witness how radio amateurs (Hams) can easily set up and make contacts across
the US and Canada without commercial electricity or the Internet. This emergency readiness has
been widely welcomed across the US and Canada when natural or national emergencies oc-
cur. When all else fails, there's amateur radio for communications and help during these emergen-
cies.

The contest spirit is difficult to suppress, as somehow, contacting other participants
in all 88 sections of the US and Canada remains as a goal for us to reach. Will this be the
year that we achieve this goal? Stay tuned for next month’s eQRM!

Best regards,
The entire BVARA Field Day 2021 Team

4
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BVARA Field Day 2021 - Calendar of Events and Times
Old Economy Park — Shelter 1

Friday, June 25", 2021

e Those planning on staying overnight can arrive around 1:00 pm for tent, shelter, and
other equipment setup activities
Pot Luck Dinner is planned for 5:30 pm
People are encouraged to bring side dishes like vegetables, salads, appetizers, and
desserts or other dishes that you feel may sustain our activities during the weekend
A home-smoked turkey will be provided by Tom, N3XC
BVARA Club will provide coffee, water, and fried chicken for Pot Luck

Saturday, June 26™, 2021
e Field Day preparations will begin in earnest at 8:00 am with a Continental Breakfast

(donuts, orange juice, coffee and milk)
Antenna placement, generator setups, network installation, and final equipment setup
begins right after breakfast and continues until Field Day officially begins at 2:00 pm
Around noon, Lunch will be provided by the club, including hoagies and some leftovers
We’re planning a group photo at 1:30 pm just outside the main shelter
Man your stations — Field Day begins at 2:00 pm!
Dinner will be provided by the club and includes Police Station Pizza
Munchies like chips, dips, cookies, etc. will be available both Saturday and Sunday

Sunday, June 27, 2021
e We will have a special Breakfast that may also include all the leftovers and maybe hot

dogs for backup in addition to any donuts, orange juice, coffee and milk
Field Day activity for our club will end at 2:00 pm
With both skill and luck, we will have contacted all US and Canadian Sections —a
milestone that has not recently been achieved
Teardown and cleanup activities will continue for the next several hours until we can
“Leave No Footprints” that we were there!

Additional information can be found at http://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator by entering the Club call, W3SGJ, and
clicking on the Green Marker
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9:1 UNUN Project Results

In last month’s eQRM Newsletter we reported on the final preparations by Jim, KC3IXE
and Tony, K3AHP for the 10 kits that were prepared for club members to assemble. The project
was based on the excellent construction article that was published in the March 2019 issue of QST
Magazine.

8 out of the 10 kits have been constructed by members and tested against the prototype that
we assembled as the physical template for members to duplicate. All eight kits performed as well
as or better from 160 to 10 meters than the prototype. Mick, N3OJL actually deployed his UNUN
and measured the SWR on all HF bands using various element and counterpoise lengths.

Below are some pictures from the construction efforts of some club members. Stay tuned!

Norm, K3NJT and Tim, KA3JRT Jim, KC3IXE
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Contest Corral

Start - Finlsh
Date-Time Dae-Time Bands

Contest Mame

Mode

June 2021

Check for updclles and a downloodable POF version online ot wmu.arﬂinrgfmnm:r-mlnndw_
Refer to the cortest wabsitas for full rules, scoring infarmation, aparating periods or ima limits, and log submissian information.

Sponsor's Websile

1| 0100 0159 | 1,850 i Ph RS, age groug (OM, YL or youth) WWSAE, Comyrules.hibm
11700 1900 | 3574 15 Wshsprird Dig Othar's call, your cal, serial, namsa rtyops. wordpress.com
2 [ 1300 | 2 | 1400 828 ] CW Name, mbr or SPC cwops.ongiowops-tesis
2 (1700 | 2 | oooo | 144 NHF-UHF FT8 Actvily Contest Dig 4-cher il squars fBactivity. cwindes phplen
21200 2 [ 2000 | 1828 CWops MinECWT Test oW | hlame, mir g SPC | ewnps.orgewnps-legls
3 | 030D | 3 | 0400 | 1.8-28 WirFCWT Tosd oW harme, mbr or SPC | cwops.ongicwops-tesis
317003200 28 IAAL) 10-Matar Activiey Contast | CW Ph Dig BT, G-char grid square nrricontest.ng
311900 | 3 [ 200 | 1.850 SKICC Sgprint Europe o] RET, SPC, name, mbr or *nons™ wenw.skoogroup.com
40000 | 6 | 2350 | 1850 |PODXS 070 Cub 3-DayWeekend Testl  Dig | RST, SPC WL pocre0T.com
4 (045 | 4 | 0216 | 1.8-21 NCCC HTTY Sprint g | Sestal, name, GTH WAL NEEESP ALE0m
4 (0230 | 4 | 0300 | 1.8-21 NCCE Sprind oW Sesial, name, OTH wnw, neccsprint.com
4 2000 | 4| 2100 | 1.814 K1USH Slow Speed Test cw 20 WP rna. Name, SPC klusn.comisst.itmi
5 0000 | 52350 | 3538 W Shires Contast CWFPh REIT). Vi Shira or GO zone wia.org.awmembersicontests |
10-10 Inzrmaticnal Opan :
5 |D0OD | 6 | 2350 | OB sﬂwmpsmxm ot x . m:hrm m;; mibe ﬂ;uﬂmw|m
§ | 0400 | 6 | 2000 | 3578 , dechiar s ;
5 |DEOD | 5 | 0800 | 7 14 Witkix-Lp! CIAP Speind cw_ | mmmmn-nunﬁmﬂm grpuricontestiwakeup
§ |DE0D | & | 0600 | 1.8-UHF KANHAM Conlest CWPH | RET, prefechare (i Ja) jarLgr.jpkanhamecontestien
5 (1200 | 6| 1159 | 1.828 Tieza Cup CW Canast (] RET. O zone tiszacup.cufindax pholen
513006 [ 1300 50 ] m CW Fh RST, uksmg.org
5 (1400 | 6 | 0200 | 1,6-144 IKenucky G50 Party CW Fh Dig| RS(T), KY courty or SPC www. kygsoparty.orgrules
§ (1500 | 6 | 1500 | 1.8-28 ASGEE Matioral Fiekd Day (] HET, sesial W
6 (1700 | 6 | 2200 | AN Cookia Crumble ORF Contest | GW Ph Dig)| RS[T), SPC, cookis #, namas wiath.comicookie-crumbie
7 (1900 |7 |2000| as “EGGBM"E'“!E“ Dig RST, serial wrww.rsgbec.ongh
8 0100 | 8 | 0600 | 3528 ARS Speran Sprin CW RET, SPC, power arsqrp blogspotcom |
9 |D0a0 | 9 | 0230 | 3514 MAQCC CW Sprint (] AST, SPC, rbr or power nagee.info
9 (1700 | 9 | 2000 | 432 WHF=UHF IFT8 Acthvily Gonbees i S i LA nEactvity. swindephpien |
12 0000 [13] 1559 | 3528 DACG WW ATTY Comlest Dig | AET, OO zone wwrw.drog.daldrogaw
12| 000D (13| 2350 | &D SMIRK Contest CWPh | 4-char grid square, mbe smirk.orgcontest himi
12| 1100 [12] 1300 | 14, 21 Asin-Paciic Sprint. 558 Ph RS gerisl [sfc oraEpsprintaprule et |
12 1200 |13 1200 | 3528 Portugal Day Contest CW Ph RS(T}. CT district or serial | portugaldayconiestrep.pt
12| 1200 | 13| 2358 | 1.B-50 s&mmmmgglmmw oW RST, SPC, name, mbr or “none” WAL Sk
12 1400 12| 1800 | 144 438 AGCW VHFTUHF gt W FEST, serial, power, E-char grid an_agul%m.ﬁ&
12 1500 [13] 1500 | 3528 GACW WWSA CW DX Conlest CW | AST, CO zone | contesi.com.anigacw-wwsa
12 10D [ 13| 1600 | 5D REF DOFM &-Meatar Contast CWPh | RS(T), serial, 4-char grid ConCours.F-e-f.ong
12 [ 1800 | 14 | 0258 | 50 and up ARAL June VHF Contesl CW Ph Dig 4-cher gnd squars wwnw.arrl. orgfjune-shl
4 Slakes QAP Group

14| 000D | 14| 0200 | 1828 2 Sunciay Speint kil RS{T), SPC, mbr or power w4 Sqrp.com
16| 0030 [ 16| 0230 | 3514 MAQCC CW Sprint cW RST. SPC. mbr or power nagee.info
16| 1200 [ 16| 1400 T SARL Yoush Sprint P RS age WWW.Ear.org.z8
16| 1900 (16| 2000 | 35 j et b cw RST, seslal www.rsgbec.orght
1910000 | 20| 3359 [ 1828 mm_m:mgcw [#)] RET, age
19| 1200 | 20| 1159 | 3528 | Ubsairian DX Classic RTTY Contest | Dig | RET, 2-4eller oblast or serial urdxc.ongirityleng.htm
19 1400 20| 1400 | 50,70 | IARU Region 1 5070 MHz Cortest | CW Ph Dig AS(T), serial, G-char orid ewwLianu-rl.ong
19 1500 (20| 1500 | 1.8 Stew Topband Challe W 4-char grid squara wrw ke net/s1Ew
1% | 1600 | 20 | 0400 | 3528 West Virginia QS0 Party CW Ph Dig| FES(T), WV county or SPC wwnw.gsl nedfwvearc
1% | 1800 | 19| 1958 | 1850 Frdl Hadl Speind g | RS T, mbr SPC, gid sites googhe comisitateldheliclub

3514

d

19| 1600 |19 | 2388 | 13,71 56 ARRL Kids Day Ph Marme, ags, OTH, favarite color www arrong/kids-day

P.’EE.‘.EFE
|20 | DEOD |20 1400 [ 50 WAB 5 MHz Phong Ph RS sarial, WAB souare or country wab.intermip.net
20 2300 |21 0100 | 1.826 Fur for the Bacon GRF Caneast oW RST, SPC, mbr or power grpcontest.comipigrun
23| 0000 |23 | 0200 | 1.8-50 SKCC Spent ()] RST, SPC, nama, mbe of nond” WA, BKCCQrOURLCom
24 (1500 (24| 2000 | 35 RSGE 80-Mater Chub P RS, seral www.rsgbee.orght

2 Charnpionship, 558 | J :

|26 | DEOD |26 | 1700 | 3528 LIFT QAP Conbast cw AST/ ORPIQRO, mbr, or ™IT uft.net'concours-qrp-uft
|96 | 1200 |27 | 1200 | 3538 Ulkrainian 0 DIGI Contast Diig RST, cbiast or seriel www.izmall-dx.com
25| 1200 | 27| 1200 | 1828 H*"ﬂmm" | RS, EA provines or seial CONCUMS0S. e eaien
26| 1600 |27 | 2089 | LT ARAL Fieid Day cwpnig] TS S wven arr, eg Miekd-day
28| 1500 | 28| 2030 | 3514 ASGE FT4 Conlest Sanes Digy 4-char grid squans www.rsgbcc.onghi

There are a number of weekly contests not included in the table above. For more Info, visit: www.qrpfoxhunt.org, www.nccesprint.com, and www.cwops.org.
All dates refer to UTC and may be different from calendar dates in North America. Contests are not conducted on the 60-, 30-, 17-, or 12-meter bands.

Mbr = Membership number. Serial = Sequental number of the contact, SPC = State, Province, DXCC Entity

XE = Mexican state. Listings in blue indicate

contests sponsored by ARRL or NCJ. The latest time to make a valic contest QSO is the minute listed in the ‘Finish Time" column. Data for Contest
Corral is maintained on the WA7BNM Contest Calendar at www.contestcalendar.com and is extracted for publication in QST 2 moniths prior fo the
month of the confest. ARRL gratefully acknowfedges the support of Bruce Horn, WA7BNM, in providing this service.
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