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   This is a 1940 photograph of the US Army Signal Corps  
    communicating via radio in the field. 

    

I wonder if that radio kit weighed as much as or more than the soldier! 
  

This Radio Set SCR-203 (Phillip pack saddle mounted). Consisted of a BC-228 transmitter – 
Transmitted 2.1-3.1 MHz (2 each VT-25 & VT-50), a BC-227 receiver – Received 2.1-3.1 
MHz, a BC-235 control box. The unit was powered by various battery packs and a GN-35 hand 
cranked generator and used a 25 ft whip antenna (image courtesy of the W.J. Schweitzer  
collection)                https://tinyurl.com/hxp5akx 
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https://tinyurl.com/hxp5akx


MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2021 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP 

2nd Vice Pres.: Open 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Tony Pavilonis, K3AHP 

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

All meetings subject to Covid  
restrictions and cancellations. 

 
Club Meetings 2021 
 
No Club Meeting for August 
Aug 21 Corn Roast  
 
Sep 09  
Oct 14 
Nov 11 
Dec 08 Christmas Party  
Jan 13 2022 
Feb 10 
Mar 10 
Apr 14 
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This Month 
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The Club Meeting: 
 

 

 

 

 

No Club meeting for August. 

 

We’ll all be at 

 

The Corn Roast! 

 

 

 

See Page 13 for the details. 



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come 

join us at our Thursday morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this month : 

 
July 2021 VE Test Session Results 

Our July VE Test Session had no candidates show up to test. We will hold our next 

test session on the  9th of September, just prior to our regular Club Meeting. 

 

Our testing is conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County 911 Emergency  
Services Center in Ambridge, PA.  
 
 

Our testing would not be possible without the dedicated help of the following Extra-

Class VE Team members: 

 

Reg Genola – W3REG,  

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP, 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP, 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM, and 

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ 

 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz - K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 One year ARRL membership          49.00          _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No   Total Enclosed          _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 
 

 Wow Summer is going by so fast 

for me. I remember looking out the window at 

snow and wishing for Summer & green grass. 

I feel like Summer is going by so fast I am 

missing it! I really haven’t missed it; I simply 

want it to last longer. I want to savor it longer. 

 Some great Summer events have already taken place, like POTA events. 

Field Day was one I truly enjoyed. The Club Corn Roast is right around the  

corner. I look forward to all the fun of the Corn Roast. There will be good food, 

good friends and radio comradery! There are two hamfests pretty close-by this 

month too! I would like to attend both. I most likely will make it to one. I am 

excited! How about you, will you attend these hamfests? I hope you get the   

opportunity to attend at least one or better yet, both.  

There is still much to enjoy this Summer. I encourage you to grab all you 
can and enjoy ever minute of it! I hope to spend some enjoyable time with you 

somewhere in this Summer’s proceedings. If not in person, it will be great to 
visit you on the air. 

   
 

  Till next month be safe, KC3BXC clear… I’ll be listening. 

 



It’s Your Dime 
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It’s Your 
Dime. 
 

 

Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten 

cents? This page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the 

BVARA community and beyond. Please send me your article that you 

would like posted on this page. Please, only topics and language in 

good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to post it or ignore it. 

Send your dime to me at:  kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

I received this email regarding an upcoming contest and a list of contest software: 

Dear radio amateurs, 
We would like to invite you to take part in the traditional annual Russian Districts Award 
Contest (RDAC-2021), which will be held on August 21-22, 2021 for the 19th time. 
Radio amateurs from all over the world are invited to participate in the competition, and we 
really hope for your support. The competition rules are located at: 
 

http://rdaward.org/rdac1.htm 
 

The results of the past RDAC can be found on the judging team website: 
 

https://ua9qcq.com/en/results.php?lang=en&testid=36&db_yr=2020&db_mo=0 
 

Many years ago, for the first time in the world, the organizers of RDAC invented and devel-
oped a system for scoring QSOs in competitions without obtaining QSL-cards for the RDA 
diploma program. 
After the judging is over, you can get new RDA districts on the RDA Autocfm website: 
 

https://mydx.eu/ 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you at the RDA Contest 2021. 
 

List of contest software options: 
1.    AATest v2.1.29 by RZ4AG https://dxsoft.com/en/products/aalog_contest/ 
2.    N1MM Logger+ by N1MM https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/ 
3.    SD by EI5DI http://www.ei5di.com/ 
4.    TR4W Logger by N6TR and Co. https://tr4w.net/ 
5.    DXLog.net - Contest logger by 9A5K http://www.dxlog.net/ 
6.    Win-Test by F5MZN – Commercial! http://www.win-test.com/ 
7.    AIO Contest Logging Software by WD8KNC http://www.ghafler.com/wd8knc.html 
8.    GenLog by W3KM https://www.qsl.net/w3km/ 
9.    5MContest Log Software http://5mcontest.qrz.ru/ 
 
Sincerely, 
Roman Novikov, RA3R 
RDA Manager and Organizer of the RDA Contest 
 
(N3FJP also offers a large list of commercial contest software, as well – Rich, K3SOM) 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com
http://rdaward.org/rdac1.htm
https://ua9qcq.com/en/results.php?lang=en&testid=36&db_yr=2020&db_mo=0
https://mydx.eu/
https://dxsoft.com/en/products/aalog_contest/
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/
http://www.ei5di.com/
https://tr4w.net/
http://dxlog.net/
http://www.dxlog.net/
http://www.win-test.com/
http://www.ghafler.com/wd8knc.html
https://www.qsl.net/w3km/
http://5mcontest.qrz.ru/


 

 

 

Of Interest to All 
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The next QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo is Live from August 14-15, 2021 and then on-demand for 30 
days.  It’s a great experience for those that want to improve their amateur radio knowledge and get 
exposed to new ideas, cutting edge ham radio technology, and practical techniques.  And no need to 
travel - anyone can participate from their home or office!  Information can be found at https://
www.qsotodayhamexpo.com.   

 
At the Expo, you can listen and engage with almost 100 internationally recognized ham radio 
luminaries on approximately 18 different topic areas - there is something for everyone.  Topics 
include: Antennas and Transmission Lines, Build-A-Thons, Contesting/DX, Controllers, Digital Voice 
Mode, Emergency Communications, Filters and Tuned Circuits, Future of Amateur Radio, Ham Histo-
ry, HF Digital Modes, New License - Now What?, Power Amplifiers, Propagation, Radio Astronomy, 
Software and Services, Space and Satellites, Test and Measurement, and Youth in Amateur Radio. 
 
Here are a few examples of speakers you’ll want to listen to:  (a complete list of speakers can 
be found at https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com/spkrlist.html) 

  
“Antennas and Transmission Lines” Track: 

• Small Transmitting Loop Design Project:  Learn about STLcalc, an open-source program 
providing a flexible design aide for STL and Magnetic Loop antennas that can respond to user's 
changing needs and design goals. (August Hansen, KB0YH) 

•  

• Compromise Beverage Antennas Hear Better Than You Think!  Don’t give up easily on 
trying a Beverage receiving antenna.  Discover how to overcome non-ideal terrain and space limi-
tations.  (Geoffrey Mendenhall, W8GNM) 

•  

• Fun with HF QRP Pedestrian Mobile:  A look at two antennas for HF pedestrian mobile and 
the results possible.  (Peter Parker, VK3YE) 

•  

• N4KC's Top 5 Get-On-The-Air-Quick Antennas:  Recommendations for the top five simplest, 
most effective antennas to consider for your station.  (Don Keith, N4KC) 

 

Of Interest to All 
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https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SClUCg&mc=9M&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=EheDCbR&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SClUCg&mc=9M&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=EheDCbR&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SClUVL&mc=9M&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=EEEdy3&


“New License - Now What” track: 

• HF Noise Mitigation:  Learn about the various sources of noise, and how to mitigate noise 
using a variety of techniques.  (Mike Ritz, W7VO) 

•  

• How to Hammer your Next Ham Exam:  Discover the steps to take to master the material 
and excel in your next ham exam. (Michael Burnette, AF7KB) 

•  

• Six Winning Ways to Get Contacts on HF:  Get tips on six winning ways to make HF con-
tacts. (Peter Parker, AK3YE) 

•  

• Technician Licensees, Life Beyond Local Repeaters:  Explore the world of activities, modes 
and bands available beyond local repeaters.  (Anthony Luscre, K8ZT) 

•  
 
Watch as many presentations as you want!  A big limitation of in-person events is that you can’t 
watch many of the presentations (you can only be in one room at a time).  At the Expo, return anytime 
within 30 days to view any of the presentations that you missed as well as explore exhibitor offer-
ings.  At our last Expo, our 7,500 attendees downloaded 100,000 presentations during the 30 day on-
demand period.  
 
ARRL, the national association for Amateur Radio® in the United States, is a QSO Today Virtual 
Ham Expo Partner.  FlexRadio is the Expo’s Platinum Sponsor.  Gold Sponsor’s are Elecraft and 
RFinder. 

 

Early Bird Tickets are just $10 and then $12.50 “at the door”.  Access to only 

the Exhibitor area is free.  And save thousands of dollars since you won’t spend on travel, food, and 
lodging.  For more information, go to https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com.   

 

 

Of Interest to All 
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https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SClU9y&mc=9M&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=E9kO907&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SClUFc&mc=9M&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=EV64JWv&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SClUrO&mc=9M&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=EEP39ex&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SClUl4&mc=9M&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=Ewe0Ffy&
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Five reasons to attend the Ham Expo 

Our third and next QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo is scheduled Live from August 14-15, 2021 and then 
on-demand for 30 days.  We promise a flawless, great learning experience for those seeking to im-
prove their knowledge and to be exposed to new ideas, equipment, and practical techniques – all done 
in a highly engaging format on the vFairs platform that we used in our first August 2020 Expo.  No 
need to travel - participate from your home or office!  Information can be found at https://
www.qsotodayhamexpo.com.  Here are 5 reasons why you must attend: 

• Listen, engage with 80+ internationally recognized ham radio luminaries.  Our speakers are 
experts with deep knowledge of their presentations.  Most importantly, they’ve worked hard to make 
sure that you’ll understand their material and can apply it immediately to your projects.   

·  

• So, so many different topics - everybody will find something of high value.  There’s content 
for everyone whether you are a newly licensed ham looking for next steps to using that license or a 
30+ year experienced ham looking for new projects.  Topics include (sample list):  Emergency Ser-
vices; Antennas; HF operation; contesting; DXpeditions; Ham radio on a budget; Satellite communica-
tion; VHF and above; Digital Modes; QRP; Homebrewing; Field, Mobile and portable operation; Soft-
ware Defined Radio;  Test equipment and repair; and Youth Presentations!  

·  

• Watch as many presentations as you want!  A big limitation of in-person events is that you can’t 
watch many of the presentations (you can only be in one room at a time).  At the Expo, return anytime 
within 30 days to listen to any Live speakers you missed as well as explore exhibitor offerings.  At our 
last Expo, our 7,500 attendees downloaded 100,000 presentations. 

·  

• Take advantage of our calendar technology to efficiently organize your time.  You’ll be able 
to download speaker times in your local time zone directly to your Google or Outlook calendar.  You’ll 
then have a complete schedule of sessions to join to maximize your time during the Live period with 
speakers that are the most important. 

·  

• Check out our live round table video for attendees to interact with each other and exhibi-
tors.  Already integrated into the Expo platform is proven technology for you to participate in live video 
lounges to interact with exhibitors and fellow amateur operators.  You’ll find this is a great way to meet 
up with friends, talk to vendors, and network on specific subject areas. 

Of Interest to All 
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https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SMKDfy&mc=9I&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=ES86C0R&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SMKDfy&mc=9I&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=ES86C0R&


 

Shining a Light on the New Solar Cycle - The U.S. Postal Service is highlighting 

the new sunspot cycle with the release of a set of stamps featuring photos of the sun 
taken by NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory  

 

 

Of Interest to All 
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Radio Sport 
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