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              All of us at the BVARA are wishing you a 
very Merry Christmas this year! We hope to see you at the Christmas 
Party too.  See page 11 for details. 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. THE 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2023 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP 

2nd Vice Pres.: Doug Lawrence, K3GTX 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Tony Pavilonis, K3AHP 

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

2023  
Dec 09 Christmas Party 
 
2024 
Jan 11 
Feb 08 
Mar 14 
Apr 11 
May 09 
Jun  13 
Jul 11 
Aug 08 
Sep 12 
Oct 10 
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This Month 
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This Month: 
Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz 

K3SOM 

Topic: 

No December Club Monthly Meeting or Presentation 

Including: 

 

Because no BVARA Meeting is held during the Month of December, VE Testing and a 

Presentation are also postponed until January 11th, 2024 for our first BVARA club meet-

ing.  That decision allows our club members to enjoy the holiday season, with friends and 

family. 

 

But it also provides additional time to prepare the January Presentation that typically ex-

plores a current topic in more detail and is usually well received by club members.  Two 

or three candidate topics are in the running for this attention.  Some noteworthy topics 

from the past have included: 

Amelia Earhart;  

Radio Propagation on Mars;  

Future Shock with Technology;  

FT8 – Take the Plunge; 

 Impressions of the ICOM IC-7300; 

 Antenna Tuners; 

 Strange Signals;  

Seven Deadly Sins in Ham Radio;  

QRN, RFI, and Other Nastiness – What to Do About It;  

Automating Your Station; and  

Communications – With Ghosts.  

 

We plan on continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series in 2024, with new topics, 

updates to requested topics, plus a few surprises along the way. So, stay tuned! 

 

Rich’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come 

join us at our Thursday morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

November 2023 VE Test Session Results 

Our November VE Test Session had two successful candidates, with their achieve-

ments of obtaining and upgrading their current licenses. Our electronic filing sys-

tem once again worked superbly.   

Our testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency 

Services Center in Ambridge, PA.  

Our next VE Test Session will be on January 11, 2024.   

Congratulations to: 

Kevin Martin, KC3YAI, Technician, Beaver Falls, PA 

Roy Price, KC3WHQ, Extra, Monaca, PA 

 

All of our BVARA testing would not be possible without the help of the following 

Extra-Class VE Team members: 

 

Reg Genola – W3REG, 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP, 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP, 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM,  

Ron Victorelli, KC3TZT, 

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ, and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 One year ARRL membership          49.00          _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No   Total Enclosed          _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 

 

 

Keep looking forward to Christmas but, 

we will have to wait till next year for a  

Western Pennsylvania hamfest. 

 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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BVARA Coming Attractions 

   
 

December 
 

Christmas Dinner, with Ham of the Year Award, December 9th 

 
ARRL 10-Meter Contest, December 9th – 10th 

 

Christmas Holiday: “Merry Christmas!”, December 25th 

 

January 

 
ARRL Straight Key Night, January 1st 

 

Club Monthly Meeting, January 11th 

 

January VHF Contest, January 20th – 22nd 

 
Winter Field Day, January 27th – 28th  

 

February 
 

ARRL CW DX Contest, February 17th – 18th   

 

Of Interest to All 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  1 0  

 



Of Interest to All 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  1 1  

 



Of Interest to All 
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Of Interest to All 
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Of Interest to All 
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Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? This page is for an-

yone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and beyond.  

Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. Please, only topics and lan-

guage in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me 

at: kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

                                

 

 As my memory of the Thanksgiving Holiday begins to fade, I find myself wanting to thank 

everyone for what our BVARA accomplished this year.  From our elected club leadership team, 

our members who actively helped or participated, and the many other people who were touched by 

the many activities of the BVARA this past year, thank you everyone for your support and encour-

agement. 

 

 Perhaps the most significant event for us was the planning, preparation, and successful ex-

ecution of the celebration of our 100th Anniversary.  By most accounts, our celebration was an out-

standing success.  Our many other events like Winter Field Day, Summer Field Day, our Corn 

Roast, support for the Outdoor Immersion’s Resilient Member’s Classic, field setups at Enon Val-

ley and Darlington, our field trip to Allegheny Observatory, and our field trip to the museums of 

Darlington  (and perhaps other events supported by the BVARA) have helped us to kick off our 

Second Century of club activities with great success. 

 

 The character, cooperation, and values that our club now so generously display, have con-

tinually grown over the years since I became a part of the organization around 2008 or 2009.  Club 

members continue to push out their ‘comfort zone’ by trying new techniques, by using newer tech-

nology, and by helping others with their ‘Elmering’ skills.  Thank you, everyone! 

         Rich Soltesz – K3SOM 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


Of Interest to All 
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The Darlington Museums, A Remarkable Field Trip 

 

 On Saturday, November 18th, 2023, a Field Trip to the unique Museums of Darlington 

was arranged by Jim, KC3IXE that included very knowledgeable Docents from the Little Bea-

ver Historical Society.  Eight BVARA-related people experienced a museum tour, long to be 

remembered.  Our tour included three of the four museums with specialized content and many 

rare pieces.   

 The tour started with the McCarl Industrial and Agricultural Museum that featured 

machines that were used by local companies in times past.  This highly specialized museum is 

a great place to visit if you’re interested in machinery and local history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 They have an extensive collection of industrial artifacts from the 19th and 20th century, 

and visitors can get up close to displays and see how things work. At certain times, they have 

live demonstrations of their working equipment. 

 



Of Interest to All 
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 As we entered the door, a large steam engine and a Downie Water Pump over eight feet 

tall ominously welcomed us to a very different kind of museum. A Beaver Falls company built the 

engine, with large, wide belts that was used in oil fields in the surrounding area during the 19th 

Century. On special occasions this engine and water pump are put into operation but with com-

pressed air rather than steam, for safety reasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We wondered about the many focus areas of the museum, Jim, one of the Docents (or 

knowledgeable specialists) personally guided us through so many areas with much more infor-

mation than was contained in the information signs that identified some of the more bizarre pieces 

of equipment.  He also gave us a bit of the history of the piece and the industrial company that 

produced it.  There were also numerous group photos of all of the employees of small manufactur-

ing companies within Beaver County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tom, N3XC viewing the 
Steam Engine and Downie 

Water Pump at the entrance 
to the McCarl Museum. 

Doug, K3GTX, and Kathy listen 
to Jim, the Docent explain one of 

the exhibits. 



Of Interest to All 
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 Some of the specialty areas focused on a collection of items made by prisoners using only 

wooden matches and glue.  A detailed acoustic guitar, a sailing ship, interlocking wooden chains 

were only a few of these prisoner-made exhibits.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With a seasonal flavor, specialized train layouts and scenery were being assembled by volunteers 

for the upcoming festivities in December.  One unique part of the scenery depicted a UFO hover-

ing over a farm with a cow being slowly raised into the bottom of the UFO while the farmer tried 

to retrieve his cow with a long, attached rope 

 

Another miniature train layout item featured a drive-in burger shop complete with a 1956 Chevy 

and an attractive food waitress who moved from inside to outside using her roller skates.  Now 

that was a unique, fast food way of providing service! 

 

 One corner of the large display room featured items found around a gas station and many 

wall signs reflecting a favorite oil or brand of gasoline.  Perhaps they even sold vacuum tubes, 

condensers, and headphones for the hobbyist.  A small collection of shortwave and AM radios 

were displayed in another area of the museum. 

Prison Art Guitar that is made with wooden 

matchsticks and glue.  

Doug, K3GTX and Tom, N3XC 
by the Christmas train layouts. 



Of Interest to All 
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 Against the wall, right after we entered the museum, was an old IBM 604 Computer that 

was produced from 1948 through 1952.  This machine could do simple calculations based on the 

use of punched cards that were fed into it.  It used vacuum tubes to perform its operations.  This is 

a rare machine with only three others known to exist; one of which is in California and one is in 

Switzerland.  Shell, as it demolished the Horsehead Industries plant in Potter Township, donated 

this machine to the museum.   

 

 So many items on display, so much history, and each one with a story that our Docent 

knew. A separate area displayed memorabilia from The Great War, World War 1, The War to End 

All Wars. Two rifles were prominently displayed; a British, Standard Issue, Lee Enfield 0.303 cal-

iber rifle and an M1903 Springfield 30-06 rifle.  A photo is displayed of four men in the trenches 

who are waiting, sleeping, and writing a letter to a loved one while they wait for the next call to 

attack.  A Roll of Honor Roster of the men who served in battle from Company “D” 332nd Infantry 

from Camp Sherman, OH is displayed, complete with training camp photos of their preparations. 

 

 Archaeological excavations at the prehistoric man site, located on the north bank of the 

Ohio River midway between the communities of Vanport and Ohioville, have been in progress 

intermittently since 1959 through 1979.  Some 6,000 or more years of Indian culture in our area 

has been studied at this stratified location.  The museum displays many of the discovered artifacts 

that include blades and scrapers, slate necklace pieces, and so much more. 

 

 In addition to what is described above, so many more displays were viewed and enjoyed.  

The Townsend History Room located off to one side contains many more exhibits. 

Jim, KC3IXE, Doug, 
N4YKQ, Tom, N3XC, and 

Denny KR3DX near the back 
of the main exhibit area. 



Of Interest to All 
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 Just down the block on Plum Street sits The Little Beaver Museum, previously known as 

The Second Greersburg Academy. Built in 1883, this two-story building eventually served as the 

Darlington High School through the mid-20th century. The first floor now displays historic arti-

facts from towns throughout Beaver County.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 On the second floor are rooms furnished to show what local domestic life was like in the 

early 20th century, including a Dining Room and a Victorian Parlor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Victorian Post Office 
that is located on one 

side of the General 
Store showing cubby 

holes for letters. 

Victorian One 

Room School.  



Of Interest to All 
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Victorian Kitchen with a Helen Olive kitchen stove made in Rochester, PA  

and a genuine Ice Box to keep things cold.  

Victorian Parlor. 



Of Interest to All 
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 The Greersburg Academy on Market Street was built in 1802 and is the oldest surviving 

public building in Beaver County. This landmark originated as an institution of higher learning, 

the first one north of the Ohio River. It later served as a railroad depot and you can still see 

where the railroad tracks used to run parallel to the building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harriet Beecher 

Stowe’s classic 

novel, Uncle Tom’s 

Cabin and also 

shown with sheet 

music by Stephen 

Foster.  

The Greersburg Acade-

my with Denny, 

KR3DX, Doug, 

N4YKQ, Jim, KC3IXE, 

Kathy, and Doug 

K3GTX as we arrive 

and read the plaque out-

side.  
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 The McCoy Log Cabin was built in Ohio around 1812. It demonstrates what early fron-

tier life was like in the region during the 19th century. At Christmastime, the cabin is visited by 

Santa, who meets with boys and girls from the community, even as far away as Pittsburgh.  Be-

cause of the preparations to the log cabin for Santa’s arrival, it was not available for us to tour. 

We spent four packed hours visiting the three museum buildings.  We wish to thank both Jim at 

the McCarl Museum and Bev at the Little Beaver Museum and the Greersburg Academy for their 

very informative and knowledgeable descriptions and information that they provided to us. 

      Rich Soltesz - K3SOM 

 

The upright piano of John 

Wallace, a music composer 

and friend of John Philip Sou-

sa who also composed many 

popular military and marching 

band pieces of music.  



Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 

 As I look back at this year with the BVARA I am 

thankful to all the members. I had a great year of radio 

related fun and enjoyment. I am proud and thankful for all 

the kindness & consideration I saw demonstrated by our 

Club members and the same I personally received.  

So much went on this year. We celebrated our 

100th year as a Radio Club. We participated in many field 

trips, ARRL Field Day, our corn roast club picnic, antenna 

parties with Club members, Thursday Breakfasts, after 

Club Meeting dinners and so much more. Without each 

one of you these things would not be possible. I thank 

each and every one of you for your support of our Club events. 

I have had to endure some very sad family events this year. I look forward to cele-

brating the birth of a child born many years ago in a manger. He is the hope of the world, 

Jesus. I will rest in Him. I am wishing you a very special Christmas this year. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking forward, I can hardly wait for what awaits all BVARA Club members in the new 
year twenty twenty four. 

  

 Please, aways, be safe and enjoy our radio hobby. 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 

                                         73 KC3BXC 

  



 

Radio Sport 
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