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               The BVARA wishes you and yours a 
very Merry Christmas. 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. The 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2024 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP 

2nd Vice Pres.: Doug Lawrence, K3GTX 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Tony Pavilonis, K3AHP 

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

2024 
Dec 07 Club Christmas Party 
  
2025 
Jan 09 
Feb 13 
Mar 13 
Apr 10 
May 08 
Jun 12 
Jul 10 
Aug  Corn Roast 
Sep 11 
Oct 09 
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This Month 
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This Month: 
December: 

 

Our BVARA tradition of taking pause in December to get together with spouses and 
significant others to help celebrate the Christmas season has occurred for as long as 
records of our club activities have been taken.  It is also time to welcome in our club 
elected officers for the new year and to celebrate our newly chosen 2024 BVARA 
Ham of the Year.  A voluntary gift exchange follows with a few surprises sure to be 
expected. 
 
 
In January, an initial presentation on NanoVNA devices is planned.  These devices 
are significantly more affordable than the antenna analyzers that we looked at earlier 
this year.  With a much wider frequency range and more precise calibration proce-
dures, significant accuracy over the chosen frequency range can be easily obtained. 
Some possible topics might include: 
 
 

Overview of what’s inside and a look at the market availability and prices 
SWR measurements, the plus and minus side  
Coax length and impedance measurements 
Free software and connection to a VNA 
What you can easily do with one set of measured data 
Bandpass filter measurements 
Common mode currents and how to measure how different toroids behave 
Keeping current where you want it to go 
Other topics that may be investigated 
 

 
I look forward to 2025, the possible peak of the sunspot cycle, and newer technology 
that always emerges with our exciting hobby.  I hope to see you all at our upcoming 
Christmas Dinner on December 7th. 
 
 
 

Rich’s Background: 
Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 
 



More this Month 
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     Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and 

those interested in amateur 

radio are encouraged to 

come join us at our Thurs-

day morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 

T H E  e Q R M  
P a g e  6  

For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

November 2024 VE Test Session Results 

Our November VE Test Session had three candidates, who achieved their Techni-

cian, General, or Extra license class. Our electronic filing system once again 

worked superbly.   

Testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency 

Services Center in Ambridge, PA.  Our next VE Test Session will be on January 

9th, 2025.   

Congratulations to: 

Bob Karcher, KD3ADI, Technician, Monaca, PA 

Brad Herr, KC3ZXG, General, Beaver Falls, PA 

Bruce Vecchioni, KT4ZM, Extra, St Augustine, FL 

If you hear them on the air, please congratulate them on their achievement! All of 

our BVARA testing would not be possible without the help of the following Extra-

Class VE Team members: 

Keith Custard – KC3TMC 

Reg Genola – W3REG 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP 

Scott Pelkofer - KC3KYZ 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM  

Ron Victorelli – KC3TZT 

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 One year ARRL membership          59.00          _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No   Total Enclosed          _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 

Okay! 
 

Okay, I am waiting the best I can!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hurry up I want to attend 

some  hamfests. 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Of Interest to All 
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Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? This 

page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and be-

yond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. Please, only 

topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to post it or ig-

nore it. Send your dime to me at: kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


 

2024 Annual VE Test Session Results 

 

During 2024, our VE Team offered 10 sessions for people to either obtain an amateur radio 

license or to upgrade their license class through the FCC-defined testing process.  The dates 

for these sessions occur on the second Thursday of each month if a club meeting is sched-

uled.  August has traditionally been scheduled as our Annual Corn Roast.  In December, with 

so many other activities, we have scheduled a Christmas Dinner earlier in the month in lieu 

of a club meeting. 

Testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency Services 

Center in Ambridge, PA throughout 2024.  One of the months had no candidates, but we 

were prepared to offer testing if we were contacted by any candidates. 

Each December, our schedule of testing for the next year is submitted to the American Radio 

Relay League (ARRL) for input to their online tool for helping candidates find locations 

where they may be tested as well as contact information.  This online tool has been very 

helpful to many candidates who choose to use our volunteer testing services.  

Below is a table that summarizes our testing activity by month and by class of license.  Call 

signs of individuals that were either upgraded or qualified for a new amateur radio license 

are also shown. 

 

                                                                         73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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Of Interest to All 
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Special Events* 
Working special event stations is an enjoyable way to help commemorate history. 

Below are samples for this month.  Many provide a special QSL card or certificate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Courtesy American Radio Relay League (ARRL), QST Magazine, December 2024 

Of Interest to All 
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11/27/2024 
Santa Claus will be on the amateur radio airwaves again this year. 

The 3.916 Santa Net will be on the air every night at 7:00 PM CST from November 29 
through December 24. Reserve a spot with Santa by making a pre-net check in. You can 
check in each night starting at 6:30 PM CST online at www.CQSanta.com. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will also be on the air, together, thanks to special arrangements with 
the Cowley (KS) County Amateur Radio Club. They will be on the air on the 147.000 repeat-
er and the Sunflower Net system, between 10 a.m. and noon on November 30 and beginning 
at 10 a.m. on December 14 and 21. In addition to the local repeater, the Sunflower Net offers 
connection options to Allstar, DMR, Dstar, Echolink, Fusion, Hamshack Hotline, M17, and 
P25. The club is also setting up a radio link at the local library to talk to Santa. 
  

Also, for the 4th year, Santa has sent Elf Chucky and his team of amateur radio operators to 
northern Colorado, to help make sure children of all ages can talk to Santa on station NØP 
from the North Pole. Thanks to the Longmont Amateur Radio Club and the Northern Colora-
do Amateur Radio Club, children can get into the holiday spirit by talking to Santa on the 
radio. Both are ARRL Affiliated Clubs. Get the details on that operation at https://w0eno.org/
santa/. 
  

*Courtesy American Radio Relay League (ARRL) 

Web Site: Latest News, November 27th 2024 

 

How to Let Kids Talk with  

Santa over Ham Radio  

this Holiday Season. 
 

Of Interest to All 
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http://www.cqsanta.com/
http://cowleyarc.org/
http://www.sunflowernet.us/
http://w0eno.org/
http://www.ncarc.net/?q=node/1
http://www.ncarc.net/?q=node/1
https://w0eno.org/santa/
https://w0eno.org/santa/
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_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  December 

 
 

Christmas Dinner, Rochester Hotel, December 7th   5 PM 
 

ARRL 160-Meter Contest, CW, December 6th – 8th  

 

ARRL 10-Meter Contest, CW and SSB, December 14th and 15th 

 
POTA, POTA – Dress very warm! 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 January 
 
Straight Key Night, CW, All authorized bands, January 1st from 0000 – 2359 UTC 

  

Of Interest to All 
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BVARA  



Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 

 First let me say Merry Christmas! I hope this is 

your happiest Christmas to date. I hope you make great 

memories for years to come. May your family and 

friends have a Merry Christmas with you! 

 

 The colder weather has made itself known. If 

you haven’t gotten your end of fall outdoor radio chores 

completed the temps have been brutal. I have been 

working in them for about four weeks now. As the song goes “baby it’s cold outside”! I have 

had some things to do on the farm that just couldn’t wait till warmer weather. I have paid the 

price. I hope you got your outside radio needs taken care of before this, if not, dress warm… 

 

 This is the last eQRM for the 2024 year. I just don’t know how time goes so fast any-

more. I think Momma was right about “time flies the older you get”. I am looking forward to 

the BVARA Christmas Party. It punctuates the end of the Ham Year for me. I then begin look-

ing forward to next years radio fun. I can hardly wait! Field day, Corn Roast, breakfasts, 

monthly club meetings, field trips with the BVARA, hamfests, time on the air making new 

contacts and so much more. Make your plans now to be there with us. Please make suggestions 

of things to do as a Club too. 

 

  I hope to see you at the Christmas Party at five to celebrate the close to another year of 
radio fun and look forward to enjoying next years radio adventures with you.  

 

 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 

 

73 KC3BXC 



 

Radio Sport 
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