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Ham of the Year

Robert Croft
KB3RHN
/

Bob Croft KB3RHN, on the right was presented with a plaque by BVARA Presi-
dent Jack Spencer. At the final club meeting of 2016, Bob was voted 2016 “Ham of the
year” for the BVARA Club by his peers. Bob is very active in Club activities.

Bob’s selfless acts of support of other club members is just one of the attributes
that earned him this award. I remember Bob being helpful at an antenna party for anoth-
er club member. Bob is always considerate and helpful. Bob attends most Thursday
breakfasts. It is rare not to see Bob at the monthly club meetings. He has been a great
help at Field days and other club events. He brings tasty things to eat, helps with setup
and stays till the last length of coax is coiled up and put away.

Congratulations Bob!
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2017 BVARA OFFICERS
President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z
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BVARA Club Feature Presentation
This Month:

Speaker:
Rich Soltesz
K3SOM

Topic:
Winter Field Day Results for W3SGJ
Including:

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month deals with an
event designed to foster ham camaraderie, field operation, emergency operating preparedness,
and just plain on the air, outdoor fun in the midst of winter for American, Canadian and DX
Amateurs. Two club members set about participating in this winter event that first began in
2007.

We’ll first look briefly at the unique categories of this "
event and then review the similarities to the June
ARRL Field Day event. Weather plays a significant
role in all aspects of the Winter Field Day event from &
trying to handle cold, insulated wire to attempting to |
drive in ground rods. The good news is that bugs and
insects are no problem and thunderstorms with their
bothersome QRN are gone. With the declining solar
cycle, the lower frequencies become more viable due to the increased amount of after dark oper-
ating time in winter.

But wait, there’s more! Photos will enable us to look at how our equipment was set up, our an-
tennas, emergency power source, our unique SDR-only stations and other details of our setup.
Our BVARA success at Winter Field Day will be summarized with our scores and a map show-
& ' % ing our accomplishments. Whether you are a beginner or a vet-
eran ham, bring your questions to the meeting because this is

f one exciting presentation that you won’t want to miss.

Rich’s Background:
Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE,
B.S. Electrical Engineering
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Weekly

The Freedom Thursday Morning Breakfast
Square Diner in (or you can have lunch)
Monaca has a great
wait staff. Come
let them take your
order.

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-
ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:45 AM.
All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come
join us at our Thursday morning break-
fast.

The eQRM urges all

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to

participate in the See yOll
County’s RACES

and ARES pro- Thlll'Sday at

grams.

Any Beaver County RACES / ARES

Amateur that is

interested in partic- The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate.

ipating in the RAC-
ES/ARES programs
can do so by check-
ing into the Beaver
County Public Ser-
vice Net which
meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30

PM local time on
the N3TN 146.850
MHz repeater
(131.8 PL)
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‘When are the bands open? These charts, generated using CAFPman, show probabilites for sverage HF propagation in the month of Febmeary for the paths indicated. The horizontal moes show
Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), and the vertical mees frequency in MHz. On 10% of the days of this period, the highest frequendes propageted will be at lesst & high s the upper red curves [HFF,
highest possible frequency) and on 50% of the days they will be at least ms high as the green ourves (MUF, classical mendmum usabie frequency]). The blue cunees show the lowest usable frequency
(LUF) fior & 1300-W O transmitter. For S58 or m lower transmitter power, the LUF will be somewhat higher than the blues curves indicate. 5= Oct 1334 QST, pp 27-30, and Feb 1333 QST, pp 34-36, fior
meane details. The predictions assume an obsereed 2B00-MHz solar fas value of 77. This isa Very  Low levell of solar sciivity. See the detniled propsgation tables on - The ARRL Arteane Book CO-ROM .

PROPAGATION
The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for February 2017.

If you would like more information in general, please visit http://www.arrl.org/propagation
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If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Ra-
dio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations)
the second Thursday of each month at the Nine One One center in
Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our
BVARA Club meeting. If there is no
meeting there is no test session. Please
come take your test with us!

For more information, contact :
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM

(724) 847-0610
k3som@arrl.net

VE TEST SESSIONS

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003.
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings
(the second Thursday of the month).

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered.

ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following:

1. 2 forms of [.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D.

2. A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink.

3. The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license.
4. The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E.

5. The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order.
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Ethan Crosby of Greensburg Pennsylvania suc-
cessfully passed the tech test at the BVARA test

session for January. Ethan has been licensed as
KC3ILB.
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in
Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL

membership you purchase!

Join the BVARA and ARRL

Sign up for: Price

(0 BVARA full membership 20.00

D BVARA student membership 15.00

D BVARA associate membership 10.00

() BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00

D One year ARRL membership 49.00

A Club Donation

ARRL Member? Yes No Total Enclosed

Your License Class (If you have one.)

D Technician Name
D General Address
D Advanced
D Extra Class Email
Phone
Your Call sign

Your Signature

Make check or money order payable to:
The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424
South Heights, Pa 15081

THE eQRM
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WASHfest 2017

The South Hills Hamfest — Now in our Twenty Seconp big year!
Sponsored by the WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS AMATEUR RapIO CLUB, INC.

Sunday, February 26™, 2017
8:00 AM until 3:00 PM Rain or Shine (or Snow!)

Home Economics Building, South Park
3735 Buffalo Drive, South Park Township, PA 15129

Talk-In on 146.95'.[5)((;')]:t?gn4:§.650(+) 131.8 PL (800) 545-8881
Breakfast & Lunch will be FREE Coffee for the entire Hamfest
% | courtesy of HAM RADIO INSURANCE ASSOCIATES
available! of Ganonsburg, PA

MAIN PRIZES — You've Got to Play to WIN! L(“ﬂ

ICOM 167300
Comet GAR-Mark 2 majmgr renosatignséhwe regret
t the Castle annon
AElORRG Anatyeey VFD Memorial Hall will not
Clear Speech DSP Noise be available to us in 2017
Reduction Speaker
_— Please Note: Early Table
Additional Hourly Door Prizes! Special Black Box Prize (Separate Brawing)! Reservations gust b°391°;d » lﬁ;"
Main Prize tickels are $2.00 each, 3 for $5.00, 7 for $10, 15 for $20 on or before. ““":d e
i i _mi Reservations received after
All Prizes Subject te last-minute chanyes February 1%, 2017 must inchude
For Table Reservations, or More Information, Please Contact: payment in full.
Carol Danko KB3GMN at (412) 884-1466 n3sbf@comcast.net Reserve now... we have sold out
E-mail us directly at washarc@yahoo.com Check out our website too! www.nish.org | 2dvance seven years running!

Hamfest Table Reservation Form—Please PRINT LEGIBLY ALL INFORMATION

Name: Email:
Address: Phone: ( )
City: State Zip: Please make all checks payable to:
WIRELESS ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH HILLS
Call Sign: PLEASE MAIL RESERVATION TO:
WASHFesT 2017
Tables WITH Electricity: X $15.00 = c/o CaroL Danko KB3GMN
4246 Seton Drive
Tables WITHOUT Electricity: X $12.00 = Pittsburgh, PA 15227-1244
S Or More Tables w/o: X $10.00 = We reserve the right to resell any tables not occupied by

8 AM, unless prior arrangements have been made!




- 0]
Contest Corral — February 2017

check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online at www.amrLorg/contests.
Refer o the combest websites for full nikes, scoring informiation, operating periods or time limits, and log submission infomation.
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Al dates refer o UTC and may be different from calendar dates in Morth America. Temes. given as AM or PM are local imes and dates.

Ko conftest ooours on the 80, 30-, 17-, and 12-meter bands. Mbr = Membership namber. Serial = Sequential numibser of the contadt. 5/F,C = Stabe,
Provimce, DXCC . ME = Mexican state. Dats for Contest Corral is maintained on the WA TEMNM Contest Calencler at www.homuoople.oomyoondestoal smd is
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sardpe. Listings in blue indicate contests sponsonsd by ARRL or BC) The latest time to a valid contest 350 s the minute Ested in the: “Finish Time" colemn.

Fobruary 2017 97
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This month [ interviewed Pam Spencer

W3PMS for the newsletter page “Interview with
a Ham”. | had fun and got to know Pam a little
" ateeagmgy better. She has a great sense of humor! I
"t " % added another feature page that is called
e “It’s your dime”. I think this will be an-

~ _# other interesting item in our newsletter. I

- like that it is a way for other members to
. become involved with newsletter content.

SR

™
| s " I am having a great time with the

newly added content of the newsletter. I

have gotten to know my fellow ham club members a little better. Please help me make our monthly

newsletter better by sharing your ideas with me.

Some time ago in the newsletter I encouraged you to try some different facet of the radio
hobby, anyone want to share what they did? I had the interest in learning Morse code. I have fallen
short of my goal. Life got a little hectic around my house and my hobby interest had to go on the
back burner for now. I haven’t given up. I have to wait for life to slow back down a bit.

I was going to add a page or two about my experience of using solar heat. I will share that
next month, March. I have to learn some new software so I can draw a picture of how I built my solar
heater. Waiting till next month will give me a little more time. My design is very simple. [ am sure
it’s nothing new. It is just my answer to how to heat with solar. I use my solar heater in my little
workshop. The solar heater could easily be used to heat a radio shack. More about this next month.

I was introduced to an amateur operator that gave me some safety ad- ,
vice I had never considered. Unfortunately he sustained a permanent injury. It ~——
is sad he had not gotten the advice he shared with me. “Wear safety glasses
when working on an antenna”. He learned this important advice the hard
way, I share it with you hoping you will not . He walked into a rod sticking ==
perpendicular to the antenna. Even though the rod had a rubber cover on it he
sustained a permanent eye injury. Please, always consider the safety aspects of
your radio hobby. Be careful. Be safe.

As always 73, KC3BXC
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Name :  Pam Spencer

Call sign and license class:  'W3PMS, General Class

Year of first FCC License : December 2007

Did you ever make a crystal radio? Me? No

Did you ever listen to short wave radio?  Maybe a little, on a “Sharp” brand radio
Did you ever use CB radio? No

How did you get interested in Ham Radio? My husband forced me. All in good fun (Pam reports)
Did you ever build a Ham Radio? No

What was your first radio? A hand-held Alinco 2 meter

What was your first antenna?  Rubber duck on the Alinco

What is your current antenna & radio?  An Icom 228 mobile 2 meter in my car
What is your favorite mode to operate? ~ Phone on 2 meters

Your most memorable contact? While running the 2 meter Club Net, a man from Ohio would call in
He had a W8 call. He was kind and fun on the net. He is now a SK.

What was you most fun contact? My first DX, McKeesport Pennsylvania! was Pam's tongue in cheek
response . . . and laughed.

What part of the hobby interests you the most? (field day, home brewing, contesting, Hamfest, restor-
ing old radios) Field day, I enjoy the excitement of set-up, the pot luck dinner that follows. Making
contacts, helping hear and logging contacts. I enjoy the whole weekend. Tear down is the hardest part.
Have you ever been on a fox hunt?  No

Do you use a logging program? (what is it) Yes, a pencil and paper. Mostly as the control opera-
tor for 2 Meter club nets. Our repeater is down right now, I sure miss hosting the net. Hopefully we

will be back on the air soon.

Would you purchase a Software Defined Radio? Yes, it sounds interesting to me. I think SDR will
help attract young people interested in Ham radio.

Do you use automation with your Ham Radio? No

If you had a magic wand and could change Ham radio what would you change and why? To have
more people in the hobby.

Where do you see ham radio in ten years? 1 think you will just have it on your computer... Maybe use
a cell phone app. I think there will always be those that want to fiddle with knobs on old radios.
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Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay
Phone” for ten cents? This page is for anyone who wants to com-
municate with the BVARA community and beyond. Please send
me your article that you would like posted on this page. Please,
only topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the
option to post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me at:
ke3bxe.73(@gmail.com

Dick Hanna sent this email to our new Section Manager and
Division Director about the new Outgoing QSL Bureau fees,
specifically the $7 per use fee regardless of the number of QSL
cards sent.

I am writing to express my displeasure with the recent rate structure changes for the
Outgoing QSL Bureau on being a "Big Gun" Dx'er I use the bureau maybe 2 or 3
times a year with a total each time of 20-30 cards. For a person like me this becomes as
much as a 250% increase! For the large user it is not so bad. With the addition of the $7 fee
per use it unfairly penalizes the small user like me. I honestly can see there may be a need
for an increase due to postage fees increasing, but this is not the way in my opinion. The
cost should be added on a per card basis so that the large user "feels the pain" as well!

I have heard the opinion from some of my fellow hams that "The league wants to force you
into LOTW!" I am an LOTW user! I like its ease of use, but I also like the occasional paper
card. Please consider changing the Outgoing Bureau charges.

Sincerely,

J. Richard Hanna, K3VYY, Life Member

I encourage others to comment! Atlantic Division Director's email w3tom@arrl.org
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Ham radio supplies http://www.americanradiosupply.com/

Grounding supplies http://www.gacopper.com/
Learn Morse code http://morsefusion.com/

Radio Amplifier http://www.expertlinears.com/
Antennas & electronics http://www.ni4l.com/
Antennas http://www.alphaantenna.com/

Radio supplies http://www.randl.com/shop/catalog/index.php
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Interested in becoming a Ham Operator?

The BVARA 1s giving a free class for your first license,

A Technician Class license.

Class location : 911 Center in Ambridge

Date : Saturday 4, February 2017 9am-11am

Contact : Jack Spencer

(724) 869-2429
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The Amateur's Code

CONSIDERATE ...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure
of others.

LOYAL ...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs,
and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United
States is represented nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE ...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient sta-
tion and operation above reproach.

FRIENDLY ...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and coun-
sel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests
of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED ...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family,
job, school or community.

PATRIOTIC ...station and skill always ready for service to country and community.
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