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              BVARA Winter Field Day plans had to be 

changed because of weather conditions. Even though the cold and 

snow depth required a change, Field Day was very nice. The color-

filled areas are successful contacts that were made. We had a great 

time! 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2022 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP 

2nd Vice Pres.: Doug Lawrence, K3GTX 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Tony Pavilonis, K3AHP 

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

2022 
 
Feb 10 
Mar 10 
Apr 14 
May 12 
Jun 09 
Jul 14 
Aug 11 
Sep 08 
Oct 13 
Nov 10 
Dec Christmas Party 
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This Month 
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This Month: 
Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
 

Topic: 

BVARA Winter Field Day Results 

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, it’s time to take a look at 

our results for 2022 and to see the extent of the contacts that we made this year.  We 

had to switch to ‘Plan B’ due to weather conditions.  We’ll also take a quick look at 

how we’ve done since our first foray into this Winter event since we first participated 

in 2017.  

 

But wait, there’s more!  Our review of Winter Field Day would be incomplete without 

some commentary on the quality and variety of food that is so important for a success-

ful event. 

 

This is one exciting presentation that you won’t want to miss.   

  

Rich’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come 

join us at our Thursday morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this month : 
 

 

  January 2022 VE Test Session Results. 

 

There were no candidates for VE Testing in January.   

Perhaps it was a bit too cold.  
 

 

 

All of our BVARA testing would not be possible without the help of the following 

Extra-Class VE Team members: 

 

Reg Genola – W3REG,  

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP, 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP, 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM, and 

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ 

 

 

 

    73 from Rich Soltesz - K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 One year ARRL membership          49.00          _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No   Total Enclosed          _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



Breaking News: . . . 10 meters was wide open on Saturday afternoon, February 

5th with not only SSB stations, but also CW and FT8 stations from many parts of 

the Americas. 

In other News: . . . Propagation is improving day by day as well as week by 

week. Call CQ even if you hear nothing on the band. Everyone just might be lis-

tening for you! 

15 meters frequently has been opening but a little earlier than 10 meters and clos-

ing a little longer than 10 meters. 

20 meters has been the ’bread and butter’ band during the sunspot minima years. 

Recently it has been open from sunrise until almost midnight. In another year or 

two it will be open 24 hours a day. 

Digital and CW stations on 30 meters at times opens up to all parts of the world. 

Try plus or minus two hours around sunrise and again at sundown. 

40 meters is always 40 meters.  Short skip with 30 over S9 signals and then it 

goes long. Sometimes as long as Australia and India. Follow the path of dark-

ness. 

On 60 meters, one of the channels is filled with FT8 signals. 

Want to join a net? 75 meters is the band to go. Make sure you can operate full 

legal limit so that some of the nets just might let you join them! Watch out for the 

DX window around 3.79 to 3.80 MHz because you will find some good DX in 

that window. 

On 160 meters, February 25th to 27th is the International Phone Contest.   
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Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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It’s Your Dime 
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I think you all know how I always insist on “Safety 
First”…  
 
Here in Pennsylvania the first week of February, we had an ice and snow 
storm. 
 
During the worst of the storm, my neighbor had a tree fall, blocking his drive-
way. He was using an ax to cut it up and remove it. An accident happened! I 
rushed him to the hospital because of an unplanned direct blow to his shin. We 
got home after 2 am. Everything turned out okay, but could have been much 
worse. Because of freezing rain, the drive to and from the hospital was danger-
ous enough. 
 
Because of the iced trees falling, many of us lost commercial power. As a re-
sult, prepared folks use generators for power. Please ensure your exhaust is di-
rected away from any occupied building. And that your generator power is not 
“back feeding” the commercial power line. 
 
A few years ago, I lost a dear cousin to carbon monoxide poisoning from their 
generator's exhaust getting misdirected into their house. She was home alone. 
 
 
Moral of the story, please be careful during unusual weather… Think safety. 
 
          David KC3BXC 

Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? This 

page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and 

beyond. Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. 

Please, only topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to 

post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me at:  kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


 

 

 

Of Interest to All 
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BVARA Winter Field Day 2022 
 
The first plan was to operate Winter Field Day from an RV on generator power at Brady's 
Run Park near the ball field. Because of the deep snow condition of the road leading to the 
ball field, we decided not to try driving on that road with an RV for fear of getting stuck.  As 
a result, Winter Field Day was moved indoors to the home of Rich Soltesz.  
 

 
The Cover Page of the eQRM has a photo of our Field Day 
Map for 2022.  It really filled up!  We operated from Rich’s 
home as 2H in Western Pennsylvania. A Flex Radio 6700 
was used on 80, 20, 15, and 10 meters. Antennas used for 
the Flex were a Yagi antenna and a Doublet Long Wire an-
tenna. We additionally used an ICOM 7300 exclusively on 
40 meters with a perfectly-matched temporary dipole at 40 
to 60 feet above ground.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
We had a lovely group for the Field Day 
event. There was good food, soft drinks and 
plenty of “Radio Time”. Doug, K3GTX, 
Kathy, and Tim, KA3JRT stopped by to 
encourage our contesting and put a dent in 
the many food dishes that had been pre-
pared. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  Jim, KC3IXE has such a serious 
look of concentration as he operates 
the Icom 7300. He really had a good 
time along with the rest of our group! 

 

 



 

 

QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo will be held live from March 12-13, and then 
on-demand for 30 days afterwards.  We promise an amazing learning and net-
working experience to help you improve your amateur radio knowledge and get 
exposed to new ideas, equipment, and practical techniques.  No need to travel - 
participate from your home or office!  Information can be found at  

https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com.   

 

 
Here are 5 reasons why you must attend: 
 
Listen, engage with 60+ internationally recognized ham radio luminar-
ies.  Our speakers are experts and deeply know their material.  Most importantly, 
they’ve worked hard to make sure that you’ll understand the material and can  
apply it immediately to your projects.   
 
So, so many different topics - everybody will find something of high val-
ue.  There’s content for everyone whether a newly licensed ham looking for next 
steps to using that license or a 30+ year experienced ham looking for new 
projects.  Some of the more interesting presentations include: Core HF Communi-
cation Concepts: Fundamentals of Shortwave Propagation; Deep Dive of An 
FPGA DVB-S2 Implementation; Fun With The NanoVNA; and Helically Wound 
Vertical for 160M.  
 
 

Of Interest to All 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  1 3  

https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SKmqID&mc=JF&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=EIXGGKy&


 
Click Here for Presentation List 

 
Watch as many presentations as you want!  A big limitation of in-person 
events is that you can’t watch many of the presentations (you can only be in one 
room at a time).  At the Expo, return anytime within 30 days to view any speak-
ers and presentations you missed as well as explore exhibitor offerings.   
 

 

 

Check out our live Kumospace video lounges for attendees to interact with 
each other and exhibitors.  At the Expo we’ll debut exciting but proven tech-
nology to further improve the live video interaction experience with exhibitors 
and fellow operators.  You’ll find this is a great way to meet up with friends, talk 
to vendors, and network on specific subject areas. 

 

 
Take advantage of our calendar technology to efficiently organize your 
time. Once our presentations are scheduled, you can download speaker times in 
your local time zone directly to your Google or Outlook calendar.  You’ll then 
have a complete schedule of sessions to join to maximize your time during the 
Live period with speakers that are the most important. 
 
 
ARRL, the national association for Amateur Radio®, is a QSO Today Virtual 
Ham Expo Partner.  FlexRadio is the Expo’s Platinum Sponsor, Elecraft is our 
Gold sponsor as of this time. 
 
 
Early Bird Tickets will go on sale February 1st, 2022, and  are just $10 
(through March 6) and then $13.50 to the end of the on-demand period.  Tickets 

include entry for the Live 2 day period and the 30 day on-demand period.  Save 
on gas, lodging, and transit time to attend the QSO Today Virtual Ham Expo on 
March 12th and 13th.  For more information, go to https://
www.qsotodayhamexpo.com, or click on the blue button below.  

Of Interest to All 
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https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SKmqJm&mc=JF&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=EEFkBGK&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SKmqFM&mc=JF&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=EEFGJYU&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SKmqRs&mc=JF&s=AgGUN2&u=Fa22&z=EtpEQgs&
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com
https://www.qsotodayhamexpo.com


Bits and Pieces 
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Hello All, 

 The weather sure showed us some of 

the very worst Winter can produce in West-

ern Pennsylvania. Up to now we have had a 

pretty mild Winter. The end of January 

brought some very cold temperatures. The 

first week of February was one we won’t 

forget for a while. There was snow, sleet, 

freezing rain, and flooding. The freeze did-

n’t melt off right away either. We had it 

hang around for a while. 
 

 Winter Field Day was a great event 

again this year! This is a positive in this new year of 2022; thanks to everyone 

that participated. I also wish to thank Rich Soltesz for opening up his home to us 

for a lovely radio event. If you are not a member of the Beaver Valley Amateur 

Radio Association you may want to become one. Our Club is always having a ra-

dio related event to attend. The more the merrier. Come join us even if you are 

not a member. 
 

 I am so excited about the upcoming South Hills Ham Fest! This one is go-

ing to be a bit different than I am used to. They are offering free tables, an old-

fashioned ham fest/social event they call it. I am really looking forward to this. 

This new year is starting out quite positive for me! Attend this fest and have 

some fun, I plan to. Hope I see you there! 
 

 I experienced a serious medical event (read: “It’s Your Dime” on page 11) 

recently that again reminded me to think safety first. Please don’t be involved in 

an unnecessary calamity, avoid them! Think first. Before you do whatever, “it” is. 

Please be safe. 

 

Clear, but I will be monitoring.  

     73 KC3BXC 



 

Radio Sport 
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