
Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association              W3SGJ      

 

      Repeater  145.310   PL 131.8 

The BVARA in Beaver County Pennsylvania 

THE eQRM 
J U L Y  2 0 1 6  



Inside this edition 

Check into our nets 

Wednesday 2 Meter   Wednesday 10 Meter 

8:30PM on 145.310 MHz PL 131.8   9:00PM on 28.470 MHz 

 

On the cover : 
Al Belardia - WA3GFM received special presentations from the 

BVARA Club and the ARRL for administering his 100th Volunteer 

Examiner test session.  Read more on Pages 13-14 and 15 inside.  

The eQRM is a publication of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association (BVARA) and is Copyright 

2010 - 2016. All material presented in this publication is not necessarily the views of the American 

Radio Relay League (ARRL), BVARA, or members of the said organizations. If you would like to contact 

the editor of the eQRM, please email David at kc3bxc.73@gmail.com. Please visit us online at 

www.W3SGJ.org. To subscribe to our newsletter, please visit W3SGJ.org/newsletter.php 

Who We Are   3  Hamfests & General  10 

      Announcements   

This Month   4     
 

Propagation   6  Radio Sport   12 

 

Get a license or Upgrade 7  Bits and Pieces  13 

 

New license and Upgrades 8  Outstanding Achievement 

      Awarded   15 

 

Membership   9  Interesting links  16 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  2  

Field Day Results     18   



MONTHLY MEETINGS 

 

E-Board meetings are now held the 

Saturday before the monthly club 

meeting. 

 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 

 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 

 

All meetings are held at 

Beaver County 

Emergency Services Center 

351 14th Street 

Ambridge, PA 15003 

on the second Thursday of every month 

(unless otherwise stated). 

2016 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dick Hanna, K3VYY 

2nd Vice Pres.: Rob Miller, N3OJL 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Bob Winkle, N3AZZ 

Director: Bob Croft, KB3RHN 

Who We Are 

2016 MEETING DATES   

 Jul 14 

Aug no meeting 

       Corn Roast Aug 20th 

Sep 08 

Oct 13 

Nov 10 

Dec no meeting 

       Christmas Party Dec 3rd 

2017 MEETING DATES   

Jan 12 

Feb 09 

Mar 09 
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This Month 
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BVARA Club Feature Presentation: 
Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz 

K3SOM 

Topic: 

Future Shock with Technology 
 

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month deals 

with the concept of Future Shock.  According to Alvin and Heidi Toffler’s book pub-

lished in 1970, "Future shock is the shattering stress and disorientation that we induce in 

individuals by subjecting them to too much 

change in too short a time."  Six million copies 

of their book were sold and a 1972 documen-

tary of the same name featuring Orson Welles 

was released, so the concept resonated with 

many people. 
 

We’ll begin by taking an historical look at 

some of the many past predictions of what the 

future will be like, assuming (and here’s the big assumption) that the future progresses 

exactly as the prognosticator thinks it will.  Punxsutawney Phil’s descriptor seems to fit 

here!  It’s truly amazing how some very bright and technically advanced people got so 

many of their predictions wrong.  It’s natural that as we grow older, we become more 

resistant and less willing to accept newer technologies.  Ham radio technology is no ex-

ception to this trend.  We’ll look at how close to the mark those radio technology pre-

dictions were as well. 
 

But wait, there’s more!  Terms like “crowdsourcing”, “philanthro-capitalists”, 

“prosumers”, “presumption”, “cyberdust” and “obsoledge” are now vying for a spot in 

future predictions.  We’ll also offer our list of what our crystal ball tells us, assuming 

that it’s cut for the correct frequency.  You might like to bring at least one prediction 

you feel will be strongly influenced by changes in technology.  This is one exciting 

presentation that just might cause you to experience a Future Shock!  
 

Rich’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at Steak 'n Shake in Center Township, by the 

Beaver Valley Mall, at 10:00 AM. All radio amateurs and those interested in ama-

teur radio  are encouraged to come join us at our Thursday morning breakfast. 

 

 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES 

and ARES pro-

grams. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is 

interested in partic-

ipating in the RAC-

ES/ARES programs 

can do so by check-

ing into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on 

the N3TN 146.850 

MHz repeater 

(131.8 PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Monaca Steak 

and Shake has a 

great wait staff. 

Come let them take 

your order. 

 



Propagation 
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PROPAGATION 

The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for July 2016. 

If you would like more information on how to read these charts, or for more information on propagation in general, 

 please visit http://arrl.org/propagation 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 

 

1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 

2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 

3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 

4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 

5.  The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order. 

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 

Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 

Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

(724) 847-0610 

k3som@arrl.net 

If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 

your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Ra-

dio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations) 

the second Thursday of each month at the Nine One One center in 

Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our 

BVARA Club meeting. If there is no 

meeting there is no test session. Please 

come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

Bart Stack - KB3NFM from Moon Township, PA passed his Extra 

Class exam at our June testing session. 



Membership Information 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    20.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00   _______ 

One year ARRL membership    49.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation        _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No    Total Enclosed _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email   __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 



Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Radio Sport 
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Bits and Pieces 
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I write this Bits and Pieces column each 

month with safety in mind. So I will start 

with “Please be safe in all your amateur 

radio pursuits. Be safe when driving, 

climbing that tower, installing new equip-

ment or troubleshooting that broken item 

are a few things that come to mind”. 

 

 This month it was a privilege to be 

part of the BVARA as we presented 

WA3GFM, Albert Belardia with an Out-

standing Achievement award for his one 

hundredth Volunteer Exam session. Maria 

Somma, AB1FM, the ARRL VEC Manager sent Al a special certificate commemorating his 

100th session achievement also. I do not think many hams could boast that they have been a 

VE at one hundred FCC exams. This shows Al’s dedication to a hobby he is passionate 

about. He wants to ensure that Ham Radio continues in the future.  

 

 I hold Al in high regard. One of my favorite interactions is at Thursday morning 

breakfasts. I like to hear about his DX contacts. He has also shown me his latest QSL cards 

that confirm the DX contacts. I am glad to have him as a fellow ham operator and member of 

the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association. 

 

  Field Day June 25-26, 2016 was fun. If you look at the results you may think 

things weren’t so good. They were quite good! Many BVARA members were committed to 

other responsibilities and were absent from the Park this year. I had much to do myself and I 

was only able to spend only a few hours at our club Field Day event. 

 

 I learned about a “Yagi in a bag”. Rich, K3SOM ; Bob, 

N3AZZ and Jacob, KC3ARP educated me on putting together this 10 

meter beam antenna. It was interesting. I 

feel I helped our club make some ten me-

ter contacts by putting up that 10 meter 

antenna. I enjoyed learning how to put up 

a Yagi, supported our Field Day event, 

was  part of the team effort and had fun 

in the process. 

 

 I had a wonderful breakfast with everyone Saturday morning, 

thanks to Chef Norm, K3NJT. There was plenty of time for visiting 



Bits and Pieces 
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and operating. I didn’t operate any stations but I sat by and listened as others did. I just 

never cease to be amazed that we can contact someone through the airwaves so far away 

by voice or digital mode. Thanks Tom, AA3TK for your team effort in digital mode.  

 

Propagation conditions were not the best. Despite the less than prime conditions 

many contacts were made. 

 

 I think this year’s Field Day was a great success! Thanks everyone for 

your efforts in making this Field Day 2016 a success. Folks had fun, there was team 

building, great food, good stories and no one got injured. That last item has the most 

value in my view of field day. I can’t wait for next year.  

 

I end this bits and pieces with safety.” Please think safety every time you are 

about to engage in any radio pursuit. When in doubt, STOP! Give it some second 

thoughts. Get a little help from your fellow Hams. Seek the advice of someone that has 

been in the hobby longer than you. They probably have made the same mistake you are 

about to… Think it through. Don’t be in a rush, be safe.” 



Outstanding Achievement 
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The BVARA takes great pride in honoring Al Belardia, WA3GFM. Al administered his 100th 

Volunteer Examination session 

on June 9, 2016.   

On behalf of the Beaver Valley 

Amateur Radio Association Club, 

Congratulations Al on One Hun-

dred VE test sessions! That is 

quite an accomplishment. Bart 

Stack, KB3NFM from Moon 

Township, PA passed his Extra 

Class exam during Al’s one hun-

dredth VE test session. 

 I interviewed WA3GFM 

for the newsletter at one of our 

Thursday morning breakfasts. Al told me he got into Ham radio in 1955. A co-worker was an ama-

teur radio operator; he also could administer the FCC exam to get your Ham License. Al’s co-

worker obtained the test and gave Al his first FCC exam at the plant where they worked. He passed. 

He was licensed as WN3GFM on July 13, 1966. In those days an operator had to upgrade from nov-

ice within one year because the Novice license was not renewable. Al took the upgrade test, passed 

and was given the call sign WA3GFM on February 18, 1967. Today Al holds an Amateur Extra 

class license. 

 

 About 40 years ago Al moved to Beaver County and joined the BVARA club with Tony Pet-

rocelli. Al’s first radio was a Heathkit he built himself. He never was into short wave listening or 

CB radio. His favorite amateur radio mode of operation is Single Side Band Phone. Making two-

way radio contact with distant stations (DX) is also much loved. While chasing DX, his first DX 

contact was Germany using CW (continuous wave, Morse code). Al said that using head phones 

chasing DX and having to pay very close attention gives him the most enjoyment. He said that a 

contact with Australia was his most memorable contact.  

 Thank you for your dedication to am-

ateur radio Al Belardia. 

 

 

Al started as a VE in 1985 and is shown here 

setting up for his 100th VE session.  
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Some Interesting Links 
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Ham related clothing  http://www.cafepress.com/+amateur-radio+clothing 

 

 

Top ten secrets  http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/ten-secrets-about-jumping-into-ham-radio.html 

of Ham radio 

 

 

 Ham radio fun  http://www.hamradiofun.com/ 

 

 

  

Amateur Radio news  http://www.arnewsline.org/ 

 

 

  

Ham Community site  http://www.qsl.net/kd4sai/index.html 

 

 

  

Personalized Ham radio items http://www.hamcrazy.com/ 

 

 



For All Radio Operators 
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The Amateur's  Code 

CONSIDERATE ...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure 

of others. 

LOYAL ...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, 

and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United 

States is represented nationally and internationally. 

PROGRESSIVE ...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient sta-

tion and operation above reproach. 

FRIENDLY ...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and coun-

sel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests 

of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur spirit. 

BALANCED ...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, 

job, school or community. 

PATRIOTIC ...station and skill always ready for service to country and community.  

 

   Whether at home or on the roam 



 

 

W3SGJ - Field Day 2016 3A 100 watts from  

Old Economy County Park 
 

 Total Contacts = 327  

 Total Points = 357 
  
 Total Contacts by Band and Mode: 
 

 Band   CW   Phone     Dig   Total    % 

 ----       --     -----           ---   -----     --- 

   80       0     122           0    122        37 

   40       0     101           0    101        31 

   20       0      65          30     95         29 

   10       0        9            0       9           3 

              --     -----        ---   -----        --- 

 Total     0     297         30   327       100 
  

 Total Sections Worked = 71 out of 83 
 

 Total Contacts by Country: 
 

 Country                Total     % 

 -------                -----   --- 

 USA                 305    93 

 Canada               18      6 

 Hawaii                 2      1 

 Puerto Rico          2      1 
 

Field Day 2016 
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Field Day 2016 
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 Total Contacts by Operator: 

 

 Operator     Total   % 

 --------          -----   ---     The states, provinces and sections colored 

 K3SOM       129    39     other than white are where we made contacts 

 KR3DX         64    20 

 K3VYY         36    12 

 KZ3Z             32    10 

 AA3TK          28      9 

 KG3L             26      7 

 KB3LED        10      3 

 AD6RN            2      1 
 

 Total operators = 8 



 

Field Day 2016 
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 Total Contacts by Station: 
 

 Station        Total     % 

 -------           -----   --- 

 ACEROne   131    40 

 Owner-PC   101    31 

 Thomaspc      95    29 
 

 Total  stations= 3 


