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The eQRM is a publication of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association (BYARA) and is Copyright 2010 - 2022
All material presented in this publication is not necessarily the views of the American Radio Relay League (ARRL),
BVARA, or members of the said organizations. If you would like to contact the editor of the eQRM, please email

David at ke3bxc.73@gmail.com. Please visit us online at www.W3SGJ.org. To subscribe to our newsletter, please
visit W3SGJ.org/newsletter.php
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MONTHLY MEETINGS

E-Board meetings are now held the
Saturday before the monthly club
meeting.

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM.
Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM

All meetings are held at the

Beaver County Emergency Services
Center (A.K.A. THE 911 Center )

351 14th Street

Ambridge, PA 15003

on the second Thursday of every month
(unless otherwise stated).

2022

Jul 14

Aug 13 Corn Roast
Sep 08

Oct 13

Nov 10

Dec Christmas Party

2023
Jan 12
Feb 09
Mar 09
Apr 13
May 11
Jun 08
Jul 13

Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association
P.0O. Box 424
South Helghts, PA 15081, USA

ITU 8, CQ 5, Grid EN9Our, Beaver Counly

FIELD

@DAYQ

2021
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This Month:

Speakers:

All in attendance

Topics to be discussed:

Field Day recap, August Corn Roast, Enon Valley Festival,
100th Anniversary of the BVARA.

Including:

As always, some of us will remain to answer questions that new hams may have.
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Weekly

The Freedom Thursday Morning Breakfast

Square Diner in (or you can have lunch)
Monaca has a great
wait staff. Come

let them take your Come join us!
order.

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-
ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM.
All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come
join us at our Thursday morning breakfast.

Thursday at i |

RACES / ARES
The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate.
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If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test
session. Please come take your test with us!

For more information, contact :
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM

(724) 847-0610
k3som@arrl.net

VE TEST SESSIONS

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003.
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings
(the second Thursday of the month).

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered.

ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following:

1. 2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D.
2. A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink.
3. The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license.
4. The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E.

5. The test fee of $15 - cash only.

6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)
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Testing this Month :

June 2022 VE Test Session Results

Our June VE Test Session had three successful candidates, with the participants
achieving their goal of passing the exam. Our electronic filing system once again
worked superbly. A congratulations email was then sent to the candidates with a snip-
pet of their license page with their new callsign and/or verification that all information
was entered correctly.

Our testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency
Services Center in Ambridge, PA. There will be no VE Test Session in August be-
cause our Corn Roast event will be held instead of our regular club meeting. Begin-
ning July 1%, the new Technician Tests will begin to be used.

Congratulations to:

Paul Reich, KC3UIZ, Rochester, PA passed the Technician exam
Joanna Seaman, KC3UJP, Industry, PA passed the Technician exam
BJ Miller, KC3UJA, Cranberry Twp, PA passed the Technician exam

All of our BVARA testing would not be possible without the help of the following
Extra-Class VE Team members:

Reg Genola — W3REG,
Tony Pavilonis — K3AHP,
Mick Pyzoha — N3OJP,
Bart Stack — KB3NFM, and
Bob Winkle — N3AZZ
Frank Witkowski - W3FJW

73 from Rich Soltesz - K3SOM, VE Liaison
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in
Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL

membership you purchase!

Join the BVARA and ARRL
Sign up for: Price
O BVARA full membership 25.00
(O BVARA student membership 15.00
(O BVARA associate membership 10.00
(O  BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00
One year ARRL membership 49.00
A Club Donation
ARRL Member? Yes No Total Enclosed

Your License Class (If you have one.)

O Technician Name
O General Address
O Advanced
O Extra Class Email
Phone
Your Call sign
Your Signature

Make check or money order payable to:
The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424
South Heights, Pa 15081
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am  Radio

in the 21st Cent!.l_ry

2022 NW PA HAMFEST
Hosted by the Wattsburg Wireless Association
Saturday, July 9, 2022
Hamfest Opens at 8:00 am

2022 Special - Free Hamfest no charge for
Tailgaters, Vendors or attendees.

Free tables available if needed.
Call In Freq. 147.315, CTCSS 186.2

Make your plans now to attend!
The Hamfest is held at the Greene Township Municipal Building
9333 Tate Road, Erie, PA 16509
Convenient!!! 2 miles South on Route 8 from Interstate 90! 3 miles from Erie City line
For more information email:

hamfest@wattsburg-wireless.us

Tailgating - Vendors - Food - Restrooms - Off street parking
Outdoor picnic area & grills - Large playground for kids - VE Exams
Ham Radio License Exams @ 9 AM
GOOD FOOD !!

Coffee, Doughnuts, Hot Dogs, Burgers, Pop and Water will be there for sale.

A 4
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: . Date Change

Somerset County PA Hamfest

Presanted by the l-hurl-iuﬂ-h

Talk-In on m
147.195+ PL lﬂ?ﬁnd 443 250+ PL

Sunday, July 10, 2022- 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Free Parking Where: Somerset County Technology Center
281 Technology Drive, Somerset, PA 15501 ARRL VE Tesfing
Grounds Open at &:00 AM for vendors and tallgafers. at 10:00 AM
Entrance Fee: Adults $5.00, children under 13 FREE Fee 515.00
Free Coffee Indoor Tables: Pre-Registration Required

e

Main Prizes by KJI Electronics

FIBET PRIZE
Yaecen FT-801 HES0Mh= All Mode Mobile Trancaiver

SECOND PRIZE
Yaesu FTM-6000R Dusl Band FM Tranoeiver

THIRD PHIZR
Yaegu FI-WDE Dusl Band C4FM Digital HT

FOURTH PRIZE
Yaeen FT-4XR Dunal Band FM HT

Main Prize Tickets 51.00 each or & for 55 or 25 for 520

Additions] main prizes from DX Fngineering, ARKRY. and morel

Door prises from EJI and mord

and Black Box Drowing 50 tickets at 55.00 each

Food menu by My Girls IKJ1 Plans to Attend
— Directions from PA|" ! :

N = Tumplks Exit 110 ¢ | -
. 8 Go shraight off & .

America’s County.| oo seiam =0 /4

SOMERSET - PENNSYLVANIA “M;:;;::Z“]g:;::"m ™

MNo-cost Pre-Registration Go 2.0 miles and = Ty . & :
REQUIRED turn left onto  |*° Ny

for indoor space
contact Stew, ARK3T at
ak3jaarrLoet or 814-444-0637
for flyer updates visit
www. kdsmt.org

Technology Drive.
The Hamfest will be
on your right
behind the building

-

-

E .
—

For more local events and attractions see: www lauvrelhighlands.org
for Hamfest updates www.k3smi.org and
www_arl.org/hamfests/somerset-county -arc-hamfest

4
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w3ach.org

Creneral Admission
(under 16yrs.free)

8:00am=-12:00pm
$5.00 Donation
Talgating;
£10.00 Donation
(setup starts a 6:00am)
Indoor Tables:
$10.00 each
i #th,9th etc 5.00 each)
(setup starts at 6:00am)
( Special request setup may be
available Fri. 6:00pm-9:0d)

ARRL VE TESTING
Registration starts at Moon
For Tables/Advance
Registration or more
INFO: Email
hamfest@w3ach.org

Location:
Cumberland Valley
Engine & Machin-

ery Association
(CVEMA) Show

Grounds

1501 Criders Church Road
Chambershurg PA 17202

Talk-In 147.120 +100pl

AREL Atlantic
Division WPA

Ver cvareflyr22.1

CVARC HAMFEST 2022

Saturday ALK

JULY 30 2022

I
Reserve vour indoor tables NOW! Contact hamfest@w3ach.org for more info!

Very Large Show grounds
Large tailgating area and plenty of shade
LOTS OF INDOOR TABLE SPACE

Hourly Door Prizes+, Main Prizes @
NOON (must be present to win.)

Seminars/presentations/demos and more!
ARRL VE Testing on Site: Registration @ Noon
(Walk-ins welcome)

=== Rain or Shine! (No over-nighting on grounds )

Snack bar open at 6:30AM

Twin Bridges Campground Nearby hitp:ifwww. twinbrideecamperound .com!
1501 Criders Church RE_
Gl Cat

- 39.946095,-77.743463

From 81 6 Mi West on Pad
M_i on to Criders Ch

4
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Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? This
page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and
beyond. Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page.
Please, only topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to
post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me at: kc3bxc.73@gmail.com
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Always the 4th Weekend in June

%

2022

FIELD DAY

ARRL Field Day

June 25-26

2022 Pot Luck Dinner on Friday

The Pot Luck Dinner on Friday was a very successful event with nearly 30 people in attend-
ance and with a wonderful assortment of casseroles and desserts. Many people brought one of
their favorite recipes for others to share and enjoy. While others chose to bring store-bought
items that filled in nicely several menu selections gaps. All food contributions were most wel-
come, particularly some notable contributions that were quickly taken and enjoyed.

As was started a few years ago, the invitation list was expanded to not only include all club
members but also was expanded to include newly licensed amateurs and their significant oth-
ers. As a result, at least four or five new amateurs were welcomed to our social Field Day
‘kickoff” event.

/

s

e - w 4

¥

Jim,KC3IXE is pointing out where the start of the Buffet Line will be,

just prior to Dinner.
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The food looked very good and the Buffet Line quickly formed.

Perhaps because of diminished Covid-19 health concerns, several ‘not seen for some time’
club members and their significant others also attended. With lots of hospitality and good con-
versations, many old relationships were renewed and new ones were formed.

Paul, KC3TCW and his wife Veronica
pause for a quick photo.
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David, KC3BXC, Rich, KC3TOO, and John, N3NQP gather for a photo.

A 4
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Field Day on Saturday and Sunday

Field Day began around 8:30 AM with ‘Breakfast with Norm’ including bacon and eggs, toast,

doughnuts, coffee, and orange juice. What a treat!

Field Day reception started out with lots of static noise on the bands and was a bit tough
getting some contacts through all of the QRM once the event started. Noise was not only here
but elsewhere within about 500 miles. We made contacts on 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, and 6 meters.
Later in the early evening, the noise level on 40, 20 and 15 meters dropped considerably and

contacts were much easier to make.

Lo

F{\,NJV \ ‘w\ |

AW — y
- ——

o
Bena e mm e — v 0
2154 21 00:29

- L__Covlo i HET

1715
06126

Doug Hanna, N4YKQ looking busy.

He is holding an antenna rope during set up.
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Around 1:00 PM on Saturday, County Commissioner Jack Manning accepted our earlier
invitation and joined us in our preparations. Jack and his associate County Commissioners pro-
claimed June 24th through June 26th, 2022 as "Amateur Radio Week" in Beaver County. Jack
Manning has stopped by two years in a row. Thank you for freely giving of your personal time,
it has meant a great deal to us and supports our efforts to be ready to provide emergency com-
munications to the residents of Beaver County and beyond, should the need arise.

Doug Lawrence, K3GTX, Doug Hanna, N4YKQ, Jeff Waite, K3SLK, Larry Homich,
KC3ROS, County Commissioner Jack Manning, Jim Allen, KC3IXE pose
next to an emergency solar panel powering a field day radio station.

Jeff, K3SLK divining for the best location to place a ground rod. ;-)
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David, KC3BXC holding an antenna rope during set up.

(I told you I totally enjoy Field Day, just look at the expression on my face!)

Once set up, the PC server with UPS and three clients worked flawlessly.
Two 100-watt stations were powered by a 1 KW Honda Inverter Rich Soltesz,
K3SOM supplied and the third station was powered by a 2K Inverter. Absolutely
no generator RFI noise and no home/business Wi-Fi at all, just our Ubiquiti
Router with an 8 dB gain Vertical Antenna. Our setup was truly ‘off the grid’.

40 and 20 meters were the real winners for contacts and were open most of
the day and evening. Antennas used were a 40M dipole, a 90-ft vertical with
eight long radials, and a Wolf River Coil.

Page 18 THE eQRM




Dan, KA3QIF, Bob, W3BBO, Tom, AA3CE, and Tony, KA3AHP

Bob, W3BBO made a total of 50 CW contacts in a very short period of time. His
award-winning CW technique drew a bit of a crowd as he rattled off the contacts
at around 30 words per minute.
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Our final contacts.

Field Day - 2022
W3SG] - BVARA

B

- h
v e

The colored-in areas show all the contacts the BVARA made this Field Day 2022.

Rain showed up around 6 AM Sunday morning for about 20 minutes.
There appeared to be a threat of rain and lightning around 2 PM so we decided to
‘pull the plug’ around Noon to avoid trying to pack up in a storm.

We all had fun. Thanks to everyone that participated.
Rich — K3SOM
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Hello Everyone,

[ am having a hard time with how fast this summer is
going by. We just finished Field Day 2022, now July is on the
way! Field Day went by so fast. I tried to salvor every minute
of it. I went early and stayed late. I enjoyed by the minute the
radio talk, the good food, the time of comradery and the hours
of radio contacts.

We started out on Friday with a little setting up. That evening over thirty
of us gathered to have some food. It was so great to see everyone and break
bread together. During the blessing, we somberly but fondly remembered
those who were not able to be with us.

Saturday morning, we had “Breakfast with Norm” this is always a great
time of food and visiting. The traditional breakfast is like a bow on a packaged
gift, it is a necessity of the BVARA Field Day. The breakfast is all so similar to
the starting line of a race, there is so much anticipation in the air. Everyone is
excited that after some radio equipment set-up, it won’t be long before the
contacts start! This breakfast “food-ing” gets our group energized for the next
hours of radio fun. Thank you Norm.

During this year’s Field Day we were visited by several elected
officials; David Lozier, Jack Manning and Tony Guy were our welcomed
guests. Thank you, gentlemen, for taking time on a Saturday to visit and sup-
port your local Hams. We back our local and national community anytime
there is a need for communications support. When all else fails ham radio
comes through.

A good time was had by all!

If you are not a licensed Ham operator, I encourage you to start
studying and join your amateur radio community now.

Happy Fourth of July! Be safe.

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring.
73 KC3BXC
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Contest Corral

Check for updates and a downloadable PDF version online ot www.arrl.org/contest-calendar.

July 2022

Refer to the confest wabsites for full rules, scoring information, operating pericds or fime limits, and log submission information.

1 1 RAC Canada Day Coniast
2 2 \Veneruelzn Independence Dey Corast
2 3 oo Jas |NZART Memorial Cansst CW Ph
2 |noo |3 |woss Jases  |DLDXRTTY Contest Dig RST, sanal
2 [uaoo |3 [1900 |ia2e  |Marconi Memorial HF Contest CW RST, saral
2 |1so0 |3 [1500 |3514  |Original ORP Condsst CWPh  |RST, sarial powsr category
2 |soo |3 [1s00 ;ag.ﬂm TA VHFUHF Cortast CWPh  |RS(T), sarial, -char grid square
2 A |eooo |7 PODXS 070 Club 40-Metar Dig RST, 5PC
Firzcracker Sprint
4 |1830 172 Jas7 0K TWC Memarial (MWC) = RST, sarial
4 [|wop |4 (2090 [as RSGE B0-Meter Club (= RST, sarial
iChampicnship, CW
5 |ooo s [omo |ssos  |ARS Spartan Sprint CW RST, SPC, power
6 [1200 |6 [1300 [ie2e  JA1Cwb AWT CW RST, name
6 [1700 |6 [eo00 144 WHF-UHFE FT8 Activity Contest FTE 4-char grid squars
7 loooo |8 (om0 |7 I\lﬂ(hrﬂﬂﬂamlﬂﬁ‘mm CW RST, SPC, name, misr or
r; 1.3 WIPM miax
7 |moe |7 [2i00 foa |MRAL 10-Matar Aciity Contast CW Ph Dig JRS(T). &-char grid squars nrricontest. nofindex. phpnm-contests
] 2100 |1.8-50 SKICC Sprind Eunope (CW RST, SPC. name, mibr or ‘nang™ [wwnskcogroup.com
o |zoo |0 (1200 [1a28  |IARU HF World Championship CW Ph  |RS(T). IARU HO Society ar ITL zone arrl.orgfiaru-hi-
d-championship
18 1200 |10 |2358 1850 ISKICC Weekend Sprintathon = RST, SPC, name, mibr or “nong”™ www.skcogroup.com
10 [2000 |10 [2300 1828 JORP ARCI Summer Homebrew Sprint [CW RST, SPC, mbr or power lgrparci.orgicontest
1 |oooo |1 1828 |4 Stetos ORP Group Second Sunday |[CW Ph JRS(T). SPC. mbr or power [wenvdsgrp.com
1 figan i [itea s 7 0K 1WC Memarial (MWC) CW FEST, serial Imemarial-okiwe.cz
13 1200 13 [1a3c0 ez [aicwe AwT CW RST, name la1club.orglcontestiawt
13 1700 |13 [poo0 ez WHF-UHE FT4 Activity Contest FT8 -char grid squars fwrwrweBBactivityeu
13 [1900 |13 [2030 Jas FeSGE B0-Meter Club Fh RS, serial Iunm.ﬂmr.ngli'
Champicnship, S58
16 [oron [ie [45a [rea Fussian Radio Team Championship  [CWPh  JRS(T). mbr code or [TU zone |sm.ru
16 [oeoo 16 [1400 [iE7 Trans-Tasman Low-Bands Challange  |CW Ph Dig JRS(T), serial fwwwwia.org.au
16 [1400 [i7 [1400 [7o JI4RU Region 1 70 MHz Contast [CWPh  |RS(T). serial, &-char grid fwwwian-riom
16 |ieo0 [i7 Josse [is-28  [Morth American QSO Party, ATTY  |Dig Mame, SPC |wwwe.ncjweb.com
16 [1800 [17 [2100 50,744 |00 Workdwide VHF Coniest CW Ph Dig [4-char grid square fwww.cqww-vhi.com
17 o200 |17 [1600 |35-14  |RSGE Intemationsl Low Power Contest [CW RiST, serial, power [wwrw.regbce. orght
17 [2000 |17 |2158 14 COC Great Cokorado Gold Rush CW RST, SPC [wwrw.coloradeqrpclub.org
17 [2300 |18 |omoo |is-ee Faun for the Bacon ORP Comiest CW RST, SPC, mbr or powar |grpcontest.comipigrun
1a |30 |18 7o |as7 0K TWC Memarial (MWC) CW RST, sarial |memorial-okiwe.cz
18 |00 |18 2080|3514 |RSGB FT4 Coniest FT4 4-char grid squars |wanwreghce.orght
20 |1200 |20 [1300 [i828  JAICWbAWT cW RST, name |at chub.orgicontestiawt
20 |70 20 [2000 |i2G WHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest FTE 4-char grid squars [wewrw fiBactivityeu
2 Incm 22 om0 [ for the Bacon ORP Contest = RET, SPC, name, mir or |arpeontest comipigwalk2n
13 WPM max
21 looan [21 3514 |NAGCC CW Sprint =0 RST, SPC, mbr or powsr naqcc.info
21 [mwoe |21 [pooo Jasi4  NTC QSO0 Pary CW RST, mbr or "N 25 WPM max |qsLnetintciparty himi
23 Jwop 23 [eiss Jases  WOTA Contest [CWPh  |RS(T). age [wewrw.ham-yota.comicontest
25 [1ga0 |25 [172n [asv 0K TWC Memarial (MWC) CW RST, serial |memarial-ckiwe.cz
27 0000 |27 1.8-50 ISKICC Spirint (CW RST, SPC, name, mibr or “nane™ |warwskecgroup.com
{27 [1i200 [o7 1300 |aee  |AiCab AWT CW RST, rame |a club.orgicontestiawt
[z8 |00 |28 [2050 |35 RSGE B0-Mster Club Cig RS, sarial |--.mg|mngn-n
iChampionship, Data
30 [oooo |30 [23s0 |18-50  |Feld Hell Sprint [ig JMior, SPC, grid |sites.google comisitatieldheliclub
30 [1200 |31 [1200 |3528  |RSGE IOTA Contest CW Ph  |RS(T), serial, IOTA # (if appiicable) [wrw.regbce org/ht
30 [1400 |30 [1800 |14 [ Wi 144 MHz Low Power Phane Ph RS, sanal, WAB square or country |wab.imtermip.nat
30 [1400 |31 [2200 [3550, [Ternessee Swate FarsontheAir [N TH park shbreviation or SPC r-mag
3 |17o0 |3 [2i00 [T ARS Flight of the Bumblzbeas CW RST, SPC, power or Bumilsbse numer _|waw.arsqrp. blogspot.com
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