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         Field Day is just a few days away. 

Wherever you are, I hope you have some great plans 

for this year. This is my favorite amateur radio event 

in the hobby! You are invited to come enjoy Field Day 

with us, see page 14.  
June 26-27 2021 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2021 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP 

2nd Vice Pres.: Open 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Tony Pavilonis, K3AHP 

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

All meetings subject to Covid  
restrictions and cancellations. 

 
Club Meetings 2021 
Jun 10 
Jun 26-27 Field Day Economy Park 
Jul 08 
Aug 21 Corn Roast  
Sep 09  
Oct 14 
Nov 11 
Dec 08 Christmas Party  
Jan 13 2022 
Feb 10 
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This Month 
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The Club Meeting: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speakers: 

Every one in attendance. 

 

Topic: 

Final preparations for Field Day. 

 

 



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come 

join us at our Thursday morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

As the Governor permits restaurants to 

function we will be there if the Diner is 

open. 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this month : 

 
Our May VE Test Session had two candidates, with each participant 
achieving their goal of passing the exam. Our new electronic filing sys-
tem worked superbly with the paperwork uploaded to a special ARRL 
website on Thursday evening, entry information by the ARRL to the FCC 
on Friday, and new license and an upgrade processed and posted by Sat-
urday morning. A congratulations email was then sent to each candidate 
with a snippet of their license page for their new callsign and/or verifica-
tion that all information was entered correctly. Some previous sessions 
were sometimes late by up to three weeks from delays caused by US 
Postal Services issues. The paperwork for us no longer has to be mailed 
in to the ARRL VEC.  
 

Our testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge, PA. We are anticipating the 
continued use of the facility for our VE testing.  
 

Congratulations to:  
 
· Nick Barclay – KC3SCR, Monaca, PA, Technician  
· John Athanassion – N3NQP, Aliquippa, PA, Extra Class  
 

All of this testing would not have been possible without the help of the following  

Extra-Class VE Team members: 
 

Reg Genola – W3REG,  

Tony Pavilonis - K3AHP, 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP, 

Bart Stack - KB3NFM, and 

Bob Winkle - N3AZZ 
 

 

 73 from Rich Soltesz - K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 One year ARRL membership          49.00          _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No   Total Enclosed          _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 

 

 

I checked the ARRL sight for 

 Western Pennsylvania Hamfests this month. 

There are a couple scheduled for August of 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

Keep your seat and hang on for just a little longer... 

 

 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 

 I am getting so excited about Field Day 

2021! For me, I am like a kid at Christmas. I get 

so excited the night before I can barely sleep. I 

look forward to this radio get-together! I can 

hardly wait to visit with everyone from the 

BVARA Club, new folks that just come, the food 

and the radio fun! I enjoy the freeness and inter-

est in radio camaraderie that is present. I am not 

annoyed or annoying to the people present by 

focusing on my radio addictions.  

 I personally invite you to come join us at Old Economy Park to enjoy 

Field Day with the BVARA Club. Come for an hour or spend the whole time, 

just come. If you have any interest in the radio hobby this promises to be a very 

interesting time for you. 

 The food is always great too. You just never know what good things are 

going to be present for your consumption. This year will be a bit different. 

Norm’s “Special Breakfast” will not happen, he will be attending a wedding. 

We will miss you Norm. Have a great time there. 

 I have been hinting at a new vertical antenna mount I have been trying to 

obtain. Well, it finally came. I purchased a very heavy vertical mobile mount. I 

got a 30-foot school bus! I will be installing a vertical antenna on the bus. The 

bus will be used as and RV. Anywhere I go I look forward to making some in-

teresting and unique contacts. I hope to be able to contact members of the BVA-

RA regularly too. 

 This does it for this month. I look forward to sharing the adventure and 
results of our field day activities with you in the July eQRM. 

  
 

  Till next month be safe, KC3BXC clear… I’ll be listening. 

 



It’s Your Dime 
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             It’s Your Dime. 
 

 

Remember back when you could communicate by 

“Pay Phone” for ten cents? This page is for anyone 

who wants to communicate with the BVARA com-

munity and beyond. Please send me your article 

that you would like posted on this page. Please, 

only topics and language in good taste. As the edi-

tor I reserve the option to post it or ignore it. Send 

your dime to me at:  kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

Anything new out there? 

 

We have had some great input to this page. 

Please, I am waiting for more. 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


I have created a groups.io for the club...  
 
https://groups.io/g/BVARA/  
 
 
Groups.io is basically an e-mail reflector where people with similar interests can 
post to a group and members of the group can read and reply to the post.  There 
are numerous groups that a person may want to join. Personally, I subscribe to 
about 25 different groups that allow me to seek and give advice about several ra-
dios I own or am thinking about purchasing, as well as radio programming soft-
ware, and other hobbies. 
 
For those who already have a groups.io account, just search BVARA or Beaver 
Valley Amateur Radio and subscribe. I currently have it set up so new members 
must be approved (by me for now, I can add moderators as necessary).  
 
For those who do not have a groups.io account, signing up is simple. Go to 
groups.io and create an account using your e-mail address of choice and create a 
password.  Once that is done just search BVARA and subscribe.  
 
Once you subscribe please be patient in waiting for approval in the group.   
 
The reason for setting up this group is to make communication among the mem-
bers easier. Instead of trying to send a message to 30 or 40 people, a person 
could just post to the group and all subscribers will be able to see it and reply as 
necessary. It should also be easier for club officers to get messages out to the 
group.  
 
Please mention this to other members. Sometimes I forget to add a name as I 
punch in addresses and I would like everyone who wants to join the reflector to 
have the opportunity to do so.   
 
I hope everyone finds this new addition useful.  
 
Thanks and 73,  
Doug, N4YKQ  
 

Of Interest to All 
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https://groups.io/g/BVARA/


 

 
 

Hello all,  
 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association 
invites you to our annual Field Day weekend at Old 
Economy Park, 5 Forcey Dr, Baden, PA 15005, shelter 
#1. To help you with plans to participate the next page 
has a Calendar of Events and Times to let you know 
what times and days specific events will occur.  
 
 

Many people begin by attending the Pot Luck Dinner on Friday evening with their 
“significant other” to join them for good food and conversation with old friends, new friends to 
meet and club members.  
 
 

Several of us are planning to stay all weekend with various campers by the Shelter. This is 
the same site we have been using since we moved from Brady's Run Park several years 
ago. Located high above the surrounding area, we've been fortunate to make many amateur radio 
contacts even during the current low sunspot years. But now that the radio bands are becoming 
more active, the excitement is on the increase!  
 
 

Field Day first began as a contest activity to promote portable operations back in 
1933.  More recently, Field Day has morphed into an event to market amateur radio to the pub-
lic.  Although not officially a contest, we will be sending out a Press Release to the media, we have 
invited local elected officials to stop by our nearly 100-year-old radio club set up and meet its 
members, we will have an information table for visitors to learn more about amateur radio, we en-
courage visitors to witness how radio amateurs (Hams) can easily set up and make contacts across 
the US and Canada without commercial electricity or the Internet.  This emergency readiness has 
been widely welcomed across the US and Canada when natural or national emergencies oc-
cur.  When all else fails, there's amateur radio for communications and help during these emergen-
cies.  
 
 

The contest spirit is difficult to suppress, as somehow, contacting other participants 
in all 88 sections of the US and Canada remains as a goal for us to reach.  Will this be the 
year that we achieve this goal?  Stay tuned for next month’s eQRM!  

 
 
Best regards,  
The entire BVARA Field Day 2021 Team    

Of Interest to All 
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Of Interest to All 
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9:1 UNUN Project Results 
 

 In last month’s eQRM Newsletter we reported on the final preparations by Jim, KC3IXE 

and Tony, K3AHP for the 10 kits that were prepared for club members to assemble.  The project 

was based on the excellent construction article that was published in the March 2019 issue of QST 

Magazine.   

 8 out of the 10 kits have been constructed by members and tested against the prototype that 

we assembled as the physical template for members to duplicate.  All eight kits performed as well 

as or better from 160 to 10 meters than the prototype.  Mick, N3OJL actually deployed his UNUN 

and measured the SWR on all HF bands using various element and counterpoise lengths. 

Below are some pictures from the construction efforts of some club members.  Stay tuned! 

 

   

Doug, N4YKQ and Dan, KB3VSP   Mick, N3OJP 

   

Norm, K3NJT and Tim, KA3JRT   Jim, KC3IXE 

 

Of Interest to All 
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Radio Sport 
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