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MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. The 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2025 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Vice President: Larry Homich, KC3ROS 

2nd Vice Pres.: Greg Burns KCTFW  

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Doug Lawrence, K3GTX  

Director: Randy Dinello  KC3LZM 

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

 
2026 Meeting Dates 
 

Jun 11 
Jun 27-28 Summer Field Day 
Jul 09 
Aug 08 Corn Roast 
Aug 13  
Sep 10 
Oct 08 
Nov 12 
Dec 05 Christmas Party 
              at 5:00 pm 
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This Month 
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This Month: 
Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz 

K3SOM 

Topic: 
An Easy Construction Project 

 

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month presents 

an easy, ‘hands on’ construction project that you will find both interesting and useful.  

Whether you have just passed your Technician exam, or are a seasoned veteran at almost 

all phases of the hobby, except building something from nothing, this just might be the 

project for you. 

 

A well-known author for several ham radio magazines and journals who has not only 

created and built some very innovative projects, but he has also reviewed and critiqued 

many new commercial ham radio products as well.  Now retired, he continues to offer 

his knowledge and building experience to a wide audience of amateur radio operators. 

 

Perhaps this will be the construction project that not only gives you a sense of pride in 

building it from scratch, but will also continue to provide you with a useful tool that you 

will use for years to come. 

 

Take the plunge and give it a try.  Stretch out your comfort zone a bit and reach out for 

that brass ring; you won’t regret it! 

 

 

 

Rich’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 



More this Month 
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     Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and 

those interested in amateur 

radio are encouraged to 

come join us at our Thurs-

day morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

May 2026 VE Test Session Results 

 

Our May VE Test Session had two candidates who achieved their Amateur Radio 

goals by upgrading their license class. Our electronic filing system continues to work 

superbly.   

 

Testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency Ser-

vices Center in Ambridge, PA.  Our next VE Test Session will be on June 11th, 2026.   

With upgraded call signs, congratulations to: 

• Dan Kosko, N8OOD, General, Ambridge, PA  

• Jim Kronk, KD3BHA, General, Freedom, PA 

 

If you hear them on the air, please congratulate them on their achievement! All of our 

BVARA testing would not be possible with-

out the help of the following Extra-Class VE 

Team members: 

 

Keith Custard – KC3TMC 

Reg Genola – W3REG 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP 

Scott Pelkofer - KC3KYZ 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM  

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 



T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  8  

 

By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

       Total Enclosed          _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No  

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Hi everyone! 
 
 
 

I wanted to create a new page for our newsletter. I am going to call it  
Road Trip Hamfests. 

 
 I think our hobby of radio is one of fun, curiosity and discovery. 

Traveling to a distant hamfest could be another fun facet of our radio 
hobby. Traveling is always a fun adventure for this ham, KC3BXC. 

 

I will showcase some hamfests that are a little distance away from 
our Beaver County area. 

 
Step out of your comfort zone, travel to a distant hamfest. How 

about a day trip to another state? Make plans to explore the local  
area while there, stay in a hotel for the night there. Maybe take an 

RV short trip.  
 

 Do you have friends that live close to the hamfest? This could be a 
good reason to visit them. Is it that you made a contact with some-
one from the hosting hamfest club? It could lead to a great face-to-
face QSO. Maybe there is some close-by attraction you would like 

to visit but needed an additional reason to visit.  
Go for it! 

 
 

How could a distant hamfest adventure feed your curiosity? 
Just like this newsletter’s cover page I want to encourage you to 

have some fun. 
 

For my first listing on the next page : Toledo Ohio 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Road Trip Hamfests  
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Remember back when you could communicate by 

“Pay Phone” for ten cents? This page is for anyone who wants to com-

municate with the BVARA community and beyond.  

Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. 

Please, only topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve 

the option to post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me at:                    

   kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

It’s Your Dime 
This Just In! 

(Chippewa Township, PA) An overnight power outage affected residents in Chippewa 

Township May 30-31, 2026 according to electricity provider FirstEnergy.  

 
The outage began at 11:30 p.m. May 30th and ended just before 7:30 a.m. May 31st.  

 
 “This outage is necessary to allow our crews to safely complete important upgrades to a 

nearby substation, helping improve long-term reliability,” a FirstEnergy spokesperson said 

in a statement. A social media post on the Chippewa Township Facebook page said 

FirstEnergy crews are working to transition electric service in the area to a new substation 

on Wallace Run Road.  

 
Absolutely No QRN on Any HF Frequencies 

I always keep flashlights available in several rooms.  Good thing, as it instantly turned very, 

very dark.  Well, not completely because my solar walkway lights were still on.  Then I re-

membered the two phone messages announcing the planned outage for equipment up-

grades.  It was time to deploy the flashlights to useful places like the kitchen, the bathroom, 

and the bedroom.  Done. 

 
Now what?  I turned on my Tecsun S-8800 that I had just fully charged with its built-in 

LiFePO4 batteries.  I could have hooked up a 12-volt battery to my Drake R8B (an oldie, 

but an exceptional goodie!) but I wanted to see what reception was like. 

 

Suddenly, I felt like I had taken a Time Machine back to what it was like in the 1950s and 

1960s, only better.  No matter what band I tuned to, including the AM Broadcast Band, in-

ternational shortwave and ham bands, or WWV/WWVH, there was absolutely no QRN 

from man-made devices.  Only an occasional static crash from a distant storm could be 

heard trying unsuccessfully to spoil perfect reception.  What a refreshing reception situa-
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It’s your dime 
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tion!  I felt like I had been transported to a spot deep within the Allegheny National Forest.  

I was very far away from any sources of interference.  As a fan of old TV shows like The 

Twilight Zone or The Outer Limits, I stayed awake as long as I could hearing an AM station 

on just about every frequency on the Broadcast Band, including multiple stations on various 

‘graveyard’ frequencies that I could select by rotating the radio. Simply magnificent listen-

ing conditions!    

 

When I awoke at about 6:00 AM, the clock/radio was still dark.  Yippee, time to hear sta-

tions in Asia and the South Pacific.  The Sun rose at about 5:50 so I was close to the peak 

of Gray Line Propagation.  What an experience to remember! 

 
Upon reflection, one of the many reasons that hams enjoy activating a State Park or a hik-

ing trail is the absence of man-made radio noise with an improved ability to hear many 

more stations if the activation site is favorably higher than the surrounding terrain.  With so 

many other reasons to activate a site, no wonder so many people enjoy that style of operat-

ing.  Without activators, those who choose to be hunters would have a much more difficult 

time with achieving their goals.  

 

The first photo shows my kitchen during the planned outage, while the second photo shows 

my Tecsun S-8800 in the bedroom the next morning.  That’s my story of The Planned Out-

age of May 2026. 

 
Rich – K3SOM 

 
             Kitchen During Power Outage                                   Tecsun S-8800 Radio  
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Of Interest to All 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Field Day will be in Economy Park, Economy 
Pennsylvania. shelter #1.   

 
 The picnic is Friday, June 26.  Please let us know if you plan to attend 
and if you are bringing guests.  The club will provide fried chicken, hot dogs, 
and ham.  Please bring a side dish or dessert.  Dinner will be around 5 PM and 
help to set up starting around 2 or 3 PM would be greatly appreciated.  Field 
Day operations are Saturday and Sunday, June 27 and 28.  There should be 
plenty of radio opportunities for everyone to have a turn.  All help for set-up 
and clean-up will be appreciated. 
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Of Interest to All 



 

BVARA Coming Attractions 

 

 

June 2026 

 

Kentucky State QSO Party, June 6th – 7th   

 

ARRL International Digital Contest, June 6th – 7th  

 

ARRL June VHF Contest, June 13th – 15th  

 

ARRL Kids Day, June 20th  

 

ARRL Field Day, Old Economy Park, Shelter 1, June 27th – 28th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POTA in the warm sun and flowers, all month long! 

Of Interest to All 
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Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 

 This is my favorite month. It is Field day 

month! This is my favorite event of the year. I have 

been a Ham for more than ten years. This is still my 

most exciting, looked-forward-to event of the year. I 

still get like a “child at Christmas”. I can hardly wait 

and the night before I can barely sleep! I enjoy the 

radio play, radio comradery and good food. I want to 

instill this excitement in everyone who reads this 

newsletter. If you are from the local area or even an-

other state, I hope my enthusiasm rubs off on you. If 

you are local, please come by the Economy Boro 

Park and enjoy some radio fun. If you are from another state and can come, please do. I encour-

age out of state folks to look for a local Ham club and attend their field day event. You just 

might get a radio bug if you are not already infected. Whether you are a licensed amateur or 

not, just come. You are personally invited by me, David KC3BXC.  

 This year we are joining up with the local triple A amateur radio club. This is a real 

treat. It is with my excited hope and prospect that both of our clubs have more events together. 

This has been a hope of mine for a very long time. I am so glad to be a part of this, our first 

multi club get-together! Come be a part of this with both clubs!  

 This month also has the best Ham Fest. The Butler fairgrounds will host the Breeze 

Shooter’s ham fest. There are no other fests in the area and this one is always a great one to at-

tend.  

 Well, that wraps it up for me. Get excited there is some much radio fun this month! 

 

See pages 9 and 15 for more details on field day and the butler hamfest. 

I am so so excited for both!!! 

 

Till next month, 

 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 
 

73 KC3BXC 



 

Radio Sport 
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