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Inside this edition 

Check in to our nets 

Wednesday 2 Meter   Wednesday 10 Meter 

8:30PM on 145.310 MHz pl131.8   9:00PM on 28.470 MHz 

 

On the cover : 

Spring time is the time for outside projects. Seems everyone is thinking of a 

new antenna. This antenna is ready to be pulled up into place. Is a new tow-

er install in your future? Go for it! Think safety with any new project. 

This is the tower of NN4ZZ Clifford Ludwick Jr of Loganville, Georgia. 

The eQRM is a publication of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association (BVARA) and is Copyright 

2010 - 2016. All material presented in this publication is not necessarily the views of the American 

Radio Relay League (ARRL), BVARA, or members of the said organizations. If you would like to contact 

the editor of the eQRM, please email David at  kc3bxc.73@gmail.com. Please visit us online at 

www.W3SGJ.org. To subscribe to our newsletter, please visit W3SGJ.org/newsletter.php 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

 

E-Board meetings are now held the 

Saturday before the monthly club 

meeting. 

 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 

 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 

 

All meetings are held at 

Beaver County 

Emergency Services Center 

351 14th Street 

Ambridge, PA 15003 

on the second Thursday of every month 

(unless otherwise stated). 

2016 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dick Hanna, K3VYY 

2nd Vice Pres.: Rob Miller, N3OJL 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Bob Winkle, N3AZZ 

Director: Bob Croft, KB3RHN 

Who We Are 

2016 MEETING DATES   

        

May 12 

Jun 09 

Jul 14 

Aug no meeting 

       Corn Roast Aug 20th 

Sep 08 

Oct 13 

Nov 10 

Dec no meeting 

       Christmas Party Dec 3rd 
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Speaker : 

 Rich Soltesz K3SOM 

 

Topic : 

Raspberry Pi and Ham Radio 

Applications 

 

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation 

Series this year, our topic this month 

borrows an idea from QST Magazine’s Eclectic Technology page to explore a ‘hands on’ 

presentation of connecting a Raspberry Pi 2B to my ICOM-7000 to run the FLDigi and 

WSJT-X free software applications under the Ubuntu-Mate Operating System.  This amazing 

credit card sized computer only costs around $35 yet boasts an HDMI display output. 

 

We’ll examine what software support packages are needed to format and load the Operating 

System and also provide information on where to find the required Operating System and 

ham radio applications.  Did I mention that these are all free?   

 

You may question whether the lowly Raspberry Pi has enough ‘horsepower’ to run these 

applications.  Not to fear!  We’ll begin by talking about the history of the Raspberry Pi and 

some of the evolving hardware changes.  

Then we’ll describe what the Raspberry Pi 

2B has ‘under the hood’.  You just may be 

amazed at what we find. 

 

But wait, there’s more!  We’ll connect all 

of this hardware and software to an antenna 

and run a live demo of these software 

packages in operation.  This is one exciting 

presentation you won’t want to miss! 

 

 

Rich’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 

BVARA Club Feature Presentation: 

This Month 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  4  



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at 

Steak 'n Shake in Center Township, by the Beaver Valley Mall, at 10:00 AM. All ra-

dio amateurs are encouraged to come join us at our Thursday morning breakfast. 

 

 

 

See you Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 
Beaver County li-
censed amateurs to 
participate in the 
County’s RACES 
and ARES pro-
grams. 
Any Beaver County 
Amateur that is 
interested in partic-
ipating in the RAC-
ES/ARES programs 
can do so by check-
ing into the Beaver 
County Public Ser-
vice Net which 
meets every Mon-
day evening at 8:30 
PM local time on 
the N3TN 146.850 
MHz repeater 
(131.8 PL) 

RACES / ARES 

eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

Dear Mr. Anonymous : 

Thank you for paying 

for my lunch. We have 

very kind members in 

the BVARA Club. 

KC3BXC.  

 



Propagation 
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PROPAGATION 

The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for May 2016. 

If you would like more information on how to read these charts, or for more information on propagation in general, please visit http://arrl.org/propagation 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 

 

1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 

2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 

3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 

4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 

5.  The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order. 

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003 

Tests begin promptly at 5 pm,  May 12, 2016. 

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 

Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

(724) 847-0610 

k3som@arrl.net 

If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 

your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Ra-

dio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations) 

the second Thursday of each month at the Nine One One center in 

Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our 

BVARA Club meeting. If there is no 

meeting there is no test session. Please 

come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  8  

BVARA VE Testing 

Ken Musgrave - KC3GZJ from Beaver, PA passed both his Techni-

cian Class and General Class exams at our April testing session. 

 

Charles Young - KC3GZK from Beaver, PA passed his Technician 

Class exam at our April testing session. 

 

 

Special thanks to Al 

Belardia -WA3GFM 

for sitting in for me 

for this session. 

 

Rich - K3SOM 



Membership Information 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    20.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00   _______ 

One year ARRL membership    49.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation        _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No    Total Enclosed _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email   __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      You Signature __________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 



Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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It’s another one of “those months”. 

 

No Hamfests in Western Pennsylvania the month of May. 

 

I think I will just go back to sleep… 

 

Wait, when is that Breeze Shooters Hamfest? 



Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Radio Sport 
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Bits and Pieces 
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It’s Spring time here in Western Penn-

sylvania. Finally the weather is getting nice.  

It’s time to start our outside projects. With 

any project, it is extraordinarily important to 

slow down and think about safety.  Let that 

sink in… Our hobby is fun and habit forming. 

Form a habit of thinking safety first. Always 

take time to think 

things through with 

a particular empha-

sis on safety. If in 

doubt, ask another Ham their safety opinion. Any time you 

think what you’re about to undertake is unsafe, STOP. Re-

think. This would be a great time to invite other ham friends 

to come have a “Radio 

Party” at your station. 

Providing the food for 

your party is far cheaper than any injury from 

unsafe acts connected to your radio hobby. 

Spring is a great time to check all the 

grounds and grounding joints. Starting with the 

ground system is important. We may be thinking 

about all the other more glamorous items that 

make up our stations like radios, microphones, antenna tuners, antennas, and etc. 

Grounding is the important first foundation building block in your station.  A poor or 

bad ground system can lead 

to many difficulties. By en-

suring a good ground system 

we head off problems further 

down the line in our station 

systems. A poor ground sys-

tem will limit our stations. 

They will never live up to 

their highest potential. 



Some Interesting Links 
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65 Great Things About Ham Radio http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_great_things.html 

 

How to, Using Ham Radio http://www.instructables.com/id/How-to-Talk-to-Someone-Using-Ham-Radio/ 
 

Guide to Amateur Radio for New Hams  http://www.eham.net/newham/ 

 

Amateur Radio Satellites   http://www.n2yo.com/satellites/?c=18 

 

Digital Radio link     http://wb8nut.com/digital/ 

 

Useful Radio Site, general info  http://www.radioreference.com/ 

 

 

http://www.cq-amateur-radio.com/cq_great_things.html
http://www.instructables.com/id/How-to-Talk-to-Someone-Using-Ham-Radio/
http://www.eham.net/newham/
http://www.n2yo.com/satellites/?c=18
http://wb8nut.com/digital/
http://www.radioreference.com/


For All Radio Operators 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  1 6  

The Amateur's  Code 

CONSIDERATE ...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the 

pleasure of others. 

LOYAL ...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, lo-

cal clubs, and the American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur 

Radio in the United States is represented nationally and internationally. 

PROGRESSIVE ...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and effi-

cient station and operation above reproach. 

FRIENDLY ...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice 

and counsel to the beginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and considera-

tion for the interests of others. These are the hallmarks of the amateur spirit. 

BALANCED ...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to 

family, job, school or community. 

PATRIOTIC ...station and skill always ready for service to country and 

community.  

 

It will be here soon. 

Field Day 25-26 June 2016 


