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MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. The 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2026 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Vice President: Larry Homich, KC3ROS 

2nd Vice Pres.: Greg Burns KCTFW  

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Doug Lawrence, K3GTX  

Director: Randy Dinello  KC3LZM 

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

 
2026 Meeting Dates 
Nov 12 
Dec 05 Christmas Party 
              at 5:00 pm 
 
2027 Meeting Dates 
Jan 14 
Feb 11 
Mar 11 
Apr 08 
May 13 
Jun 10 
Jul 15 
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This Month 
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This Month: 
Speaker: 

Scott Pelkofer 

KC3KYZ 

Topic: 

How a Simple Gift Became an Unexpected Companion to Three Decades of EMS Ser-

vice 

 

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our club member topic this 

month features Scott Pelkofer, KC3KYZ who has had a career as an Emergency Medi-

cal Services (EMS) provider.  His topic presents a special hobby with interesting re-

sults.  In his own words: 

 

“One of the things that makes our club special is the opportunity to learn about one 

another beyond amateur radio. While radio brings us together, many of our members 

have fascinating hobbies, careers, experiences, and talents that are rarely mentioned.” 

 

“At our November meeting, I want to give a short presentation on an unusual hobby 

that began with a simple gift and evolved alongside my three decades in EMS. During 

the presentation, I will explain how a casual pastime unexpectedly intersected with my 

professional career, finding applications in both teaching and safety-related activities.” 

 

“My presentation is intended not only to share an interesting story but also to encour-

age other members to consider sharing their interests and experiences that help make 

our club the community-connected organization it is.” 

 

But wait, there’s more!  His presentation is fascinating in both its presentation style and 

content.  Whether you are a beginner or a veteran ham, bring your questions to the 

meeting because this is one exciting presentation that you won’t want to miss.  

 

Scott’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 2018, Dedicated Rag Chewer, 

Formal Education in Emergency Medicine and Public Management  

With nearly 30 Years in Emergency Medicine Services (EMS) 



More this Month 
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     Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and 

those interested in amateur 

radio are encouraged to 

come join us at our Thurs-

day morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

All of our BVARA testing would not be pos-

sible without the help of the following Extra

-Class VE Team members: 

Keith Custard – KC3TMC 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP 

Karen Pelkofer – KC3SRL (General Class) 

Scott Pelkofer - KC3KYZ 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM  

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 

 

October 2026 VE Test Session  

Our October VE Test Session had no candidates to achieve their Amateur Radio 

goal by passing their exam.  Our electronic filing system was not required, but 

was waiting for a candidate.   

Testing is conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency Ser-
vices Center in Ambridge, PA.  Our next VE Test Session will be on November 

12th, 2026.   
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

       Total Enclosed          _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No  

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 
 
 
 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Of Interest to All 

 Silent Key Announcement: 
 
Rich Kulbacki Jr., KC3TOO from Bell Acres, Sewickley, PA died on October 29th, 2026 in his home.  
Rich was 80 years old and a long-time club member of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association 
(BVARA).  He contributed his efforts to many local organizations including the Big Sewickley Creek 
Fire Department and the American Red Cross. 
 
As a member of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association (BVARA), he was actively involved in 
many of our club activities, as well as a member supporting the ‘Triple A’ Amateur Radio Association, 
both in Beaver County.  He frequently joined us for our Thursday morning breakfasts, as he enjoyed the 
comradery within the group.   
 
On our Field Day, he would arrive every year in his American Red Cross role with his identifying badge 
to enable our club, as well as at least four other clubs to claim our association with community and 
emergency related organizations.   
 
Rich’s knowledge, his wit, his stories, and his keen listening abilities will be sorely missed by all of us. 
 
His many friends over the years, still in Beaver County and beyond, have only one wish: May he rest in 
peace.   
 
73, OM. 
Dit-Dit-Dit   Da-Dit-Da. 
 

Left to right—Doug N4YKQ, Rich KC3TOO (SK), Dom N3EJL  From 2026 Field Day 



 

 

 

 

 

Of Interest to All 
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7, 2026 

7, 2026 



 

Of Interest to All 
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5, 

$31.00 

13, 2026 

5 PM 

Tom Stoops, 30 KATHY ST, BEAVER FALLS  PA  15010 



 

BVARA Coming Attractions 
Election time for BVARA Officers.  Nominations were taken during the October Club Meeting.  

Elections of nominated offers will be held in the November Club Meeting. 

 

November 2026 
 
 

 

ARRL November Sweepstakes Contest, CW, November 7th – 9th  

10-10 International Fall Contest, Digital, November 14th – 16th  

CQ-WE (Western Electric) Contest, All Modes, November 24th – 25th  

ARRL November Sweepstakes Contest, SSB, November 21st – 23rd 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW, November 28th – 29th      

 

Special Events: 

               
  

     
 

            
 

       

  
   

November can be a great opportunity for POTA, so get outside and 

enjoy some radio activity, but be sure to dress for cooler weather. 

 

 

 

Of Interest to All 
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Of Interest to All 
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Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 

 

I have to be honest, I am sad for our loss of 

Rich, KC3TOO (SK).  As eloquently written by Rich 

K3SOM on page 10, it is difficult to express how 

much Rich did for our community, most times be-

hind the scenes.  He will be surely missed by all 

since Rich was very active in many different organi-

zations and clubs.   

On the Thursday Breakfast 

get together at the Freedom Square 

Diner, Rich KC3TOO (SK) and 

Keith KC3TMC would normally 

be the first two to arrive and get 

our table.  I know I already miss 

our discussions, text messages, and 

the eye ball QSOs.  So long my 

friend and 73!  The following pic-

ture of Rich is from the 2024 

Christmas Party and was taken by 

Rich, K3SOM. 

 

 

On a separate note, the end of October also brought us some spectacular weather.  How-

ever, we knew it was going to change, and just in time for the Nov 7 Veteran's Trail Fest at Ra-

coon State Park.  Also note with the anticipated weather change, remember to make your 

Christmas Party reservations before Nov 13.   

Thanks again goes out to Rich, K3SOM for creating all the content for this issue.  Also, 

I’m the reason the newsletter is late this month.  I blame it on the time change, hihi.  Remem-

ber that we will be voting for new club officers at the upcoming club meeting.  Please also re-

member in your thoughts those family and friends that may be facing or recovering from per-

sonal health condition(s).   

Till next month, 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 



Radio Sport 
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