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MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 

Saturday before the monthly club 

meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 

Beaver County 

Emergency Services Center 

351 14th Street 

Ambridge, PA 15003 

on the second Thursday of every month 

(unless otherwise stated). 

2017 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Mark Kavic, KB3LED 

2nd Vice Pres.: Rob Miller, N3OJL 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Bob Winkle, N3AZZ 

Director: Bob Croft, KB3RHN 

Trustee: Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

Who We Are 

2017 MEETING DATES   

Oct 12 

Nov 09 

Dec 09 Christmas Party 

 

Jan 11 2018 

Feb 09 

Mar 08 

Apr 12 

May 10 

Jun  14 

Jul  12 

Aug  09 
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This Month 
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BVARA Club Feature Presentation 
This Month: 

Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz 

K3SOM 

Topic: 

Dipole Antenna Ideas During a Declining Solar Cycle 

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month deals 

with approaches for antennas during this period of declining propagation and difficult 

band conditions. Hams may find these suggestions very helpful in continuing to make 

radio contacts.  As the 10, 12, and 15-meter bands continue to decline, we’ll focus on 

antennas for 20 through 80 meters that are sim-

ple to construct and satisfy many constraints 

with which hams must frequently face.  

 

Back in June, 2010 we first looked at an analysis 

of various antennas using an antenna modeling 

tool called EZNEC.  A few surprises and a con-

siderable amount of insight resulted from that 

earlier effort.  Building on that effort, we revisit those simple dipole configurations with 

some newer configurations that have been introduced since that time.  With EZNEC 6+ 

we’ll be able to compare ‘apples to apples’ in terms of gain, directivity, matching re-

quirements and bandwidth performance. 

 

But wait, there’s more!  Constraints such as cost, complexity, lot size, height limita-

tions, and possibly the need for stealthy approaches will be discussed.  We’ll examine 

some of the pros and cons of various tradeoff options, as well.  Whether you are a be-

ginner or a veteran ham, bring your ideas and success stories to the meeting 

because this is one exciting presentation that you won’t want to miss.  

 

Rich’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come 

join us at our Thursday morning break-

fast. 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES 

and ARES pro-

grams. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is 

interested in partic-

ipating in the RAC-

ES/ARES programs 

can do so by check-

ing into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on 

the N3TN 146.850 

MHz repeater 

(131.8 PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 



Propagation 
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PROPAGATION 

The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for October 2017. 

If you would like more information in general, please visit http://www.arrl.org/propagation 

http://www.arrl.org/propagation


ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 

 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 

 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 

 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 

 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 

 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order. 

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 

Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 

Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

(724) 847-0610 

k3som@arrl.net 

If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 

your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Ra-

dio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations) 

the second Thursday of each month at the Nine One One center in 

Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our 

BVARA Club meeting. If there is no 

meeting there is no test session. Please 

come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

Timothy Tress, KA3JRT received his Amateur 

Extra. Great! Good for you Tim! 



Membership Information 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    20.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00   _______ 

One year ARRL membership    49.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation        _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No    Total Enclosed _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email   __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 



Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Radio Sport     
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Bits and Pieces 
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For the month of October I introduce KT3HC, 

Herb Lawrence, in my “Interview with a Ham”. The 

first time I saw Herb was at one of the regular monthly 

Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association second 

Thursday meetings. I was there to take my first FCC test 

to become licensed as a Technician. He was intimidat-

ing to me. He was one of the Volunteer Examiners! 

They were all intimidating. As I have gotten to know all 

the VEs, they are not intimidating. They are very nice. 

They are professional and kind too. I am proud to be 

associated with them as part of the BVARA Club.  

 

My interview with Herb went like this... Did 

you ever build a crystal radio? Yes, my par-

ents bought me a radio kit for Christmas one year. I was about 8 or 9 years old. One Sunday 

afternoon my father helped me put it together. No matter how hard we tried we couldn’t 

hear any stations. My father said you have to get that cat’s whisker just right. After quite a 

few days I finally got to hear something. I excitedly told my sister, she didn’t believe me. She 

wouldn’t even come take a listen. I couldn’t wait for my father to come home and see that I 

got it working! When Dad got home it didn’t work. I was so disappointed. I fooled with it 

and got it working! I really had a sense of accomplishment. I think my Dad was proud of me 

too. 

Did you ever listen to shortwave? Yes. Let me tell you about it. When television was new in our 

area I knew a store that sold them (TVs). The owner let me know that if someone referred a customer 

that purchased a TV they would receive a gift. I did just that. I had some neighbors that purchased a TV 

at my referral. I got an AC/DC radio that received shortwave as the free gift. I listened to it a lot. 

As a child, I was always messing with wire, nails or whatever trying to make things. (I am the 

same way as an adult). I did TV and radio repair. I never built a Ham radio. I did build test equipment 

though; like things to test capacitors, a tube tester, and etc. I still have a tube voltmeter I built. From 

childhood to being an adult I was interested in radio. I worked all the time and didn’t have time to get 

into Amateur radio. After I retired, I visited with some friends by my cabin in McKean County. They 

were hams. That is how I got started in amateur radio. I am a relatively new Ham. I started in 2004. I 

enjoy it and encourage others to get into the radio hobby. 

These are a couple highlights from our interview.  I really enjoyed talking to Herb and getting 

to know him better.  I know you will too. 

 

Be courteous on the air, be safe and have fun with your hobby. Till next month, 73 

KC3BXC. 



Interview with a Ham  
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Name :     Herb Lawrence 

  

Call sign and license class:   KT3HC, Amateur Extra 

  

Year of first FCC License :   2004 

  

Did you ever make a crystal radio?   Yes, a Christmas gift from my folks. 

  

Did you ever listen to short wave radio?  Yes,  an AC/DC unit that picked up SW. 

  

Did you ever use CB radio?  Oh yes, in my younger days. A little before and a little after 1959, I al-

ways had an 11 meter whip on my car.  

  

How did you get interested in Ham Radio?  A Ham friend from McKean County Pa, near my camp. 

  

What was your first radio?   A  hand held Yasue VX-7R. 

  

What was your first antenna?  An 80M dipole.  

 

What is your current antenna & radio? An Icom 7200 and a G5RV.  

 

What are your favorite modes to operate?   SSB voice. 

  

Your most memorable contact? Don’t ask me his name or call sign… He was from Scotland! He was 

my first DX! He sounded like he was in the next room. 

  

What was your most fun contact?  It was near Charlotte North Carolina. I talked to a bunch of Nascar 

Drivers. They sent me a very nice group QSL poster, not a card.  

  

What part of the hobby interests you the most? (field day, home brewing, contesting, Hamfests, restor-

ing old radios)   Hardware. I like getting things to work. I like working with my hands and getting 

things to operate correctly. 

  

Have you ever been on a fox hunt?     No. 

  

Do you use a logging program? (what is it)      Yes, a paper and pencil. 

  

Would you purchase a Software Defined Radio?    No, probably not.  

  

Do you use automation with your Ham Radio? No. 

  

 If you had a magic wand and could change Ham radio what would you change and why?   I would 

like to see more programs to get people interested in the emergency side of Amateur Radio Service. 

  

Where do you see ham radio in ten years?   More digital and miniaturization. A wrist watch that you 

connect to a wire and operate all bands. 



It’s Your Dime 
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Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? 

This page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA commu-

nity and beyond. Please send me your article that you would like posted on this 

page. Please, only topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the 

option to post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me at:  kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


Some Interesting Links 
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The considerate Ham frequency guide    http://www.arrl.org/files/file/conop.pdf 

 

Arrl podcast biweekly http://www.arrl.org/files/file/DoctorPodcast/May%2011%20-%20Receiver%20Performance.mp3 

 

 

Your call sign stickers and such    http://yourcallsignhere.com/ 

 

Your call sign hats and more http://www.hamcrazy.com/ 

 

ARRL first contact advice http://www.arrl.org/making-your-first-contact 

 

ARRL store  http://www.arrl.org/shop/What-s-New/ 

 

What is WAS  http://www.arrl.org/was 

What is DXCC  http://www.arrl.org/dxcc 

What is WAC  http://www.arrl.org/wac 

 

 

 

http://www.arrl.org/files/file/conop.pdf
http://www.arrl.org/files/file/DoctorPodcast/May%2011%20-%20Receiver%20Performance.mp3
http://yourcallsignhere.com/
http://www.hamcrazy.com/
http://www.arrl.org/making-your-first-contact
http://www.arrl.org/shop/What-s-New/
http://www.arrl.org/was
http://www.arrl.org/dxcc
http://www.arrl.org/wac


For All Radio Operators 
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For All Radio Operators 
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The Amateur's  Code 

CONSIDERATE ...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 

LOYAL ...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs, and the American 

Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented nationally and 

internationally. 

PROGRESSIVE ...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station and operation 

above reproach. 

FRIENDLY ...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the beginner; 

kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests of others. These are the hallmarks of the 

amateur spirit. 

BALANCED ...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school or commu-

nity. 

PATRIOTIC ...station and skill always ready for service to country and community.  

 


