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On the cover:     October can be spectacular in Pennsylvania. 

This beautiful Western Pennsylvania fall landscape was taken by Tim 

Hoeflich along Eberly Road near Avella Pennsylvania. Great photo 

Tim! 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 

Saturday before the monthly club 

meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 

Beaver County 

Emergency Services Center 

351 14th Street 

Ambridge, PA 15003 

on the second Thursday of every month 

(unless otherwise stated). 

2018 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP 

2nd Vice Pres.: Doug Lawrence, K3GTX 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Tony Pavilonis, W6PEF 

Director: Bob Winkle, N3AZZ 

Trustee: Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

  

Who We Are 

 

2018 
 

Oct  11 

Nov 08 

Dec 08 Christmas Party  7 PM 

 

2019 

Jan 10 

Feb 14 

Mar 14 

Apr 11 

May 09 
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This Month 
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Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz 

K3SOM 

Topic: 

Nine DXpeditions to DXCC ‘Ten Most Wanted’ 

  

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month is about 

DXpeditions.   A DXpedition is an expedition to what is considered an exotic place by amateur 

radio operators, perhaps because of its remoteness, access restrictions or simply because there 

are very few radio amateurs active from that place.  This could be an island, a country, or even 

a particular spot on a geographical grid.  DX is a telegraphic shorthand for ‘distance’ or 

‘distant’.  Bob Allphin, K4UEE has created several DVDs from recent DXpeditions.  We will 

show one of his DVDs that describes nine ‘adventures’ to the ‘Ten Most Wanted’ DXCC loca-

tions.  This description is from his web site at http://www.k4uee.com/dvd as given below. 
  

3YØX, Peter One -- Nearly 90,000 Qs from the bottom of the world 

  

A52A, Bhutan -- the mysterious and exciting Kingdom nestled in the Himalayas 

(footage and edited sequences contributed by James Brooks, 9V1YC) 

  

AH1A, Howland Island -- where Amelia Earhart disappeared 

  

K5D, Desecheo Island - So Rare, So Near, yet so Far 

  

PJ6A, Saba - First contacts from a brand new DXCC entity 

  

VKØIR, Heard Island -- with its ominous and active volcano rising to 8,000ft 

  

VP8GEO, South Georgia -- the final resting place of Sir Ernest Shackleton 

  

VP8THU, South Sandwich -- nearly 30,000 Qs in a three-day, commando-like strike 

  

VU7RG, Lakshadweep -- From the #2 most wanted DXCC entity 

  

These nine DXpedition video excerpts tell compelling stories of fear, frustration and sheer joy 

as DX traveler Bob Allphin, K4UEE and his intrepid teammates recount the highlights (and 

lowlights) of their most heralded trips, most named ‘DXpeditions of the Year’ -- and all to the 

rarest-of-the-rare DXCC entities.  It's personal, emotional, humorous and sometimes frighten-

ing.  It's about ham radio… but as you will see – “it ain't all about radio”.  

This is one presentation you won’t want to miss! 

  

Rich’s Background: 
Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering, 

http://www.k4uee.com/dvd


More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come 

join us at our Thursday morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES 

and ARES pro-

grams. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is 

interested in partic-

ipating in the RAC-

ES/ARES programs 

can do so by check-

ing into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on 

the N3TN 146.850 

MHz repeater 

(131.8 PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 



Propagation 
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PROPAGATION 

The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for October 2018. 

If you would like more information in general, please visit http://www.arrl.org/propagation 

http://www.arrl.org/propagation


ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 

 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 

 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 

 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 

 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 

 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order. 

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 

Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 

Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

(724) 847-0610 

k3som@arrl.net 

If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 

your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Ra-

dio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations) 

the second Thursday of each month at the Nine One One center in 

Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our 

BVARA Club meeting. If there is no 

meeting there is no test session. Please 

come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 

Here's the list of participants in our VE process this past month: 

 

 

 

Patrick Chalupiak, KC3MBO - Technician, Baden, PA (Father) * 

Michael Chalupiak, KC3MBP - Technician, Baden, PA (Son) * 

 

 

Within two or three days of getting his new call sign, Patrick checked into the 

BVARA 2-meter net.  Perhaps Michael had homework that night! 

 

 

 

*Eligible for BVARA membership at no cost for 2018 



Membership Information 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    20.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00   _______ 

One year ARRL membership    49.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation        _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No    Total Enclosed _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email   __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 



Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Radio Sport     
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Bits and Pieces 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  1 3  

 

 

 

Good golly where did summer go? ! 

 The last few Ham Fests of 2018 will be taking 

place,  these will be our last chances to make face to face 

QSOs with some of our radio friends. It’s October already! 

We all know what that means; soon that cold white stuff 

will be coming down. It is time to finish any of the outside 

Ham tasks we have left to complete. We better get to it. 

Last year around this time I wondered where all of our Amateur Radio pursuits 

would take us. I personally was hoping to have learned “the code” by now. “My Life’s 

Journey” took me on a different path for a few months. Getting an understanding of this 

new radio language is going to have to wait just a little bit longer for me. I did get to try 

out some digital. It took me two weeks to figure out all the new settings on my radio to 

transmit using FT-8. This was part of the fun, it was an adventure. Another radio mile-

stone for me was a birthday gift. The birthday gift was getting a pole installed to raise my 

HF Antenna to some thirty feet of height. I have heard many countries I never heard be-

fore! This is so great! I thank my family and some friends (my Kathy, Zak, Adam P. and 

the other Adam N.) for this kindness. These two achieved landmarks have rekindled my 

fascination with radio and Ham frequencies in particular.  

 Well how about you? Did you get to do some new technique, type of transmission; 

digital maybe, did you upgrade your license, perhaps a new antenna or radio? Have you 

had any landmark or milestone achievements this year? How about sharing them with me, 

I will put them here in the newsletter. What do you have planned for your winter? I en-

courage you to work/plan some new goal in your amateur radio adventures! Don’t get 

stagnant; How about teaching some younger person about Ham radio. Could you pour a 

little knowledge into a newbie? 

 Whatever you do, do it with great passion. Till next month 73 KC3BXC clear and 

listening… 

 

 

 

 

 

Be courteous on the air, be safe and have fun with your hobby.  



It’s Your Dime 

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  1 4  

 Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten 

cents? This page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA 

community and beyond. Please send me your article that you would like 

posted on this page. Please, only topics and language in good taste. As the 

editor I reserve the option to post it or ignore it. Send your dime to me at:  

kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


Remembering a Silent Key 
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Here is a silent key story from Adam Horniak KG3L about his pal Robert Hromika WB3LJR:  

 

 Bob and I shared two hobbies, Ham Radio and Metal 

Detecting. Bob was more serious about metal detecting than I 

was. He was a member of the Butler County Treasure Hunters 

Club. He also organized and established the Beaver County 

Detecting Club (B.C.D.C). I saw Bob from time to time in the 

Power Plant I worked at. The Plant brought him in as a con-

tractor during outages, he was a member of the Steamfitters 

Union. 

 Bob was a big joker, not mean spirited just a real joker! We went up to Pittsburgh to 

take our General Ham Operators test. At that time FCC tests were administered in the Federal 

Building on Liberty Avenue in Pittsburgh. We entered the building and stepped onto the ele-

vator; it was already full of scholarly working people. There were gentlemen & ladies dressed 

in suits and ties, carrying briefcases; very professional! Bob starts talking in the elevator, not 

to anyone in particular. “Boy what a day I am having today “My wife had called me and 

shared the details of her first bowel movement after her hemorrhoid operation while I was 

driving and I had to cut it short because I got a flat tire on the way  here" what else can go 

wrong? I tried to move away from him and pretended I didn't know him. What a joker! His 

comments were followed by dead silence; well maybe I may have heard a few suppressed 

giggles. I was overwhelmingly relieved when the door opened and we could get out of that 

elevator on our floor. 

 

Oh by the way we both passed our General exams.  

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

    

 

  The QSL Card above has a special meaning to me as I was Bob's first contact and this 

is the card confirming our contact.  

   73 Adam KG3L  



Of Interest to All 
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During the September 14, 2018 BVARA Club Meeting there were a lot of important topics discussed. 

I wanted to share them here with all the BVARA membership so they are not forgotten or overlooked. 

 

1. The BVARA Christmas party will be December 8, 2018 at 7 PM. It will take place in the back 

room of Yolanda’s Italian Restaurant at 2228 Darlington Road, Beaver Falls (Chippewa). See 

Norm for more information. 

    
  

2. There will be a gathering at Rich’s house for the October  13-14 2018 (Saturday & Sunday) Pa 

QSO Party. We will use the W3SGJ Club call so please listen for us. Contact Rich for specif-

ics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Dues for the BVARA Club will be going up next year. A one-year membership will now be 

$25. All membership fees can be paid in January or earlier, but the membership fee will be due 

no later than February 01. A $5 fee will be required for any previous-year member who fails to 

pay current dues by the deadline. Any new members wanting to join later in the year will be 

charged a pro-rated fee based on the full months remaining in the year. In accordance with our 

club bylaws, these changes require approval at two consecutive meetings. The first approval 

was received at the September 2018 meeting. 

 BVARA Members 


