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               What a beautiful Autum photo of the Clarion 
River in Western Pennsylvania. I hope you get some face to face time 
to enjoy our Fall leaves and some river views. 

Photo by Anthony Thomas 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. The 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2024 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP 

2nd Vice Pres.: Doug Lawrence, K3GTX 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Tony Pavilonis, K3AHP 

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

2024 
Oct 10 
Nov 14 
Dec Club Christmas Party 
  
2025 
Jan 09 
Feb 13 
Mar 13 
Apr 10 
May 08 
Jun 12 
Jul 10 
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This Month 
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This Month: 
Speakers: 

BVARA Club Members 

Moderator: Rich – K3SOM 

 

Topic: 

My Projects Including: 

Design/Need, Purchase/Build, Current Status, Results, Lessons Learned 
 

Including: 

Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our topic this month 
takes us ‘One Step Beyond’ by asking several of our club members to talk about one 
project. That project can be planned for the future, in purchase (parts or kit), putting 
it together, built, testing, or in current use.  For those who seek knowledge in whatev-
er form, here is an opportunity for you!  If it’s already finished, then what has been 
your experience with it?  What would you change, if anything? 
 
I’m expecting around five club members, more or less, to tell us what they’re doing.  
Nothing formal, feel free to ask constructive questions of our fellow club members; a 
question starts a conversation, and others may also have questions too.  Maybe a club 
member is stuck at one of the early stages.  For example, where can I buy this widg-
et, or can this be built from this or that?  You get the idea. Maybe everything is there 
except for this one item. 
 
To keep some boundaries around this, I suggest that once you start, I will give you an 
indication that 10 minutes are up and you have five more minutes to finish.  That 
way, the other club members who have agreed to tell us about a project of theirs get 
an equal opportunity to show the club what they are working on or planning.  My 
indicator is a Staples “That was easy!” button. 
 
But wait, there’s potentially more!  My Wolf River Coil Antenna Evaluation Project 
took about three months to painstakingly collect real-time data, but I’ll summarize 
some of the results.  I’ll also describe the performance of my QRP Labs QDX SDR 
QRP Transceiver.  I gave a presentation on connecting a Quadra, a small PC no big-
ger than a pack of cigarettes, to an amazing software application called HamClock 
using a compact and efficient Linux Operating System.  If there’s still time, I’ll de-
scribe the most recent project of an HD upgrade that I did to my Field Day PC with a 
new Samsung SSD and the performance improvement that I now enjoy.  This will be 
one presentation that you won’t want to miss! 
 
  

Rich’s Background: 
Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 



More this Month 
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     Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and 

those interested in amateur 

radio are encouraged to 

come join us at our Thurs-

day morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

September 2024 VE Test Session Results 

Our September VE Test Session had one candidate, who achieved his Technician 

license class. Our electronic filing system once again worked superbly.   

Testing was conducted at our normal location at the Beaver County Emergency 

Services Center in Ambridge, PA.  Our next VE Test Session will be on October 

10th, 2024.   

 

Congratulations to: 

Bruce E. Steffine, KC3ZTF, Technician, Ambridge, PA  

 

If you hear him on the air, please congratulate him on his achievement!  

 

All of our BVARA testing would not be possible without the help of the following 

Extra-Class VE Team members: 

Keith Custard – KC3TMC 

Reg Genola – W3REG 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP 

Scott Pelkofer - KC3KYZ 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM  

Ron Victorelli – KC3TZT 

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 One year ARRL membership          49.00          _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No   Total Enclosed          _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 
 
 

Things look pretty bleak ahead when it 
comes to hamfests. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We will just have to wait. 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Of Interest to All 
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Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? This 

page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and be-

yond.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. Please, only 

topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to post it or ig-

nore it. Send your dime to me at: kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


Of Interest to All 
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Special Events* 
 

Working special event stations is an enjoyable way to help commemorate history. 

Below are samples for this month.  Many provide a special QSL card or certificate. 

 

 

 

  

 

    

 

 

      

*Courtesy American Radio Relay League (ARRL), QST Magazine, October 2024 



Of Interest to All 
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Largest Solar Flare Event Yet 
Check out this incredible solar flare event that boggles the mind at: https://

www.spaceweather.com/archive.php?view=1&day=04&month=10&year=2024  

 

                        

https://www.spaceweather.com/archive.php?view=1&day=04&month=10&year=2024
https://www.spaceweather.com/archive.php?view=1&day=04&month=10&year=2024


Of Interest to All 
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Groups.io 

Of Interest to All 
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Of Interest to All 
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Of Interest to All 
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Outdoor Immersion  

 

RENEWING VETERAN & MILITARY RESILIENCE 
 
 

Outdoor Immersion is a Community Care Mission using outdoor activities to 
create connections of friendship, moving them from isolation to community 

and rebuilding resilience physically, mentally and spiritually. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BVARA members,  
 
I'm still looking for volunteers for the Outdoor Immersion Run 4 Resilience 
held in Raccoon Creek State Park on Saturday, November 9. Time is from 7 
AM to approximately 4:30 PM. 
 
Don't worry about experience or equipment. At this point I have several experi-
enced operators signed up, so you would be paired with someone who has 
worked this event previously.  
 
Please let me know if you can help out with this event.  
 
Doug, N4YKQ  

Of Interest to All 
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_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 October   
 

State QSO Parties, October 12th – 13th:  

 

• Nevada 

• Arizona 

• Pennsylvania 

• South Dakota 

 
Oceania DX Contest, CW, October 12th – 13th  

 
New York State QSO Party, October 19th – 20th  

 

Illinois State QSO Party, October 20th – 21st  

 
ARRL School Club Roundup, October 21st – 25th  

 
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW, October 26th – 27th  

 

POTA, POTA – Fall Foliage Could Make October Outdoor Operating Great!  

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 November 

 
Election Day, November 5th so be sure to vote!  

 

BVARA Election of Officers and the Ham of the Year Nomination, November 14th   

 
Thanksgiving Holiday, November 28th  

 
POTA, POTA – Dress warm! 

  

Of Interest to All 
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BVARA  



Bits and Pieces 
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Hello all, 

 Welcome to October! Autum, my favorite time 

of year. It doesn’t last long enuff for me. I like the 

changing of the leaves, the cool nip in the air and the 

days become shorter. It’s all hinting at that bad word 

“Winter”! Well winter isn’t the worst thing. With Au-

tum comes the hints that I better get my stuff in order 

before the cold weather closes in. How about you? Do 

you have any pressing radio chores to get done?  

 

I think about things like checking feed lines for cracks or plain weather wear and any 

grounds that need cleaned & reattached. How about you, any UV / weather beaten antenna 

ropes that maybe need replaced? Maybe you have that last antenna you want to put up. I en-

courage you to “Git’er done”. We have been blessed with so much nice weather in Septem-

ber, we never know how long it will last in October. If you do have some radio chores to get 

completed make a plan and call some ham friends to come help you. Be safe. Always plan 

and get help if you need it. I am pretty certain your ham friends would enjoy visiting you at 

home rather than in a hospital. 

 

 I have been thinking. (That can be terrifying.) No, in a good way. When was the last 

time you invited someone to your radio shack? Have you any one you can Elmer? It would be 

a good time to get someone new interested in radio. With cooler weather on the way we all 

will be spending more time indoors. What better way to spend a cool evening than introduc-

ing someone to our great radio hobby? Take time, invest in a person and get them involved in 

our radio hobby. Ham Radio is a great life-long hobby. Who can you infect with the radio 

bug? Keep our radio hobby alive and growing, Elmer someone now. Did I mention NOW is a 

good time to invite a new person into the radio hobby? Well, what are you waiting for? Get 

busy. 

  

 This is all for this month… happy radioing and  

be safe in all your radio hobby activities. 

 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 

 

73 KC3BXC 



 

Radio Sport 
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