
 

 

Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association              W3SGJ      

 

      Repeater  145.310   PL 131.8 

The BVARA in Beaver County Pennsylvania 

THE eQRM 
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9  



Inside This Edition 

Check into our nets 

          Wednesday 2 Meter                  Wednesday 10 Meter 

8:30PM on 145.310 MHz PL 131.8   9:00PM on 28.470 MHz 

 

The eQRM is a publication of the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association (BVARA) and is Copyright 

2010 - 2019. All material presented in this publication is not necessarily the views of the American 

Radio Relay League (ARRL), BVARA, or members of the said organizations. If you would like to contact 

the editor of the eQRM, please email David at kc3bxc.73@gmail.com. Please visit us online at 

www.W3SGJ.org. To subscribe to our newsletter, please visit W3SGJ.org/newsletter.php 

Who We Are   3  Radio Sport   11 

  

This Month   4  Bits and Pieces  12 

 

Propagation   6  It’s Your Dime  13 

  

Get a License or Upgrade 7  Of interest to all    14 

       BVARA Club field trip 

New License and Upgrades 8   

        

Membership   9   

       

Hamfests & General  10    

Announcements     

T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  2  

On the Cover : This billboard was captured by KE3VIN Kevin 

Inscoe of  Deltona, Florida. I like this thought. Now if I can get my 

wife to think the same way. Thanks for the picture Kevin. I checked, 

that is his call sign too. Very nice Kevin... 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 

Saturday before the monthly club 

meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 

Beaver County 

Emergency Services Center 

351 14th Street 

Ambridge, PA 15003 

on the second Thursday of every month 

(unless otherwise stated). 

2019 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Dan Grazulis, KB3VSP 

2nd Vice Pres.: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ 

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT 

Director: Tony Pavilonis, W6PEF 

Director: Bob Winkle, N3AZZ 

Trustee: Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

  

Who We Are 

Club Meetings 2019 

Sep 12 

Oct 10 

Nov 14 

Dec  07 Christmas Party 

 (no club meeting) 

 

Jan 09 2020 

Feb 13 

Mar 12 

Apr 08 

May 14 

Jun 11 
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This Month 
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Club Meeting this month… 

 

There will be a meeting on September 12th, but no formal 

presentation is planned. Instead of a presentation after the busi-

ness meeting, Bob, N3AZZ will be helping to guide others in 

finishing up the construction of the Dummy Load Project.   

 

 Tim, KA3JRT has completed his project and will join Bob 

by assisting others with their efforts at completing the project 

and loading up the firmware to the Arduino Nano contained 

within the display compartment that is required to drive the 

OLED display.  

 

 

 
 

 

From the November 2018 QST Magazine Cover, courtesy of the ARRL   



More this Month 
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Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and those interested in amateur radio are encouraged to come 

join us at our Thursday morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

Thursday at 

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES 

and ARES pro-

grams. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is 

interested in partic-

ipating in the RAC-

ES/ARES programs 

can do so by check-

ing into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on 

the N3TN 146.850 

MHz repeater 

(131.8 PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM urges all county hams to participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 



Propagation 
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PROPAGATION 

The East Coast propagation chart listed here is for September 2019. 

If you would like more information in general, please visit http://www.arrl.org/propagation 

http://www.arrl.org/propagation


ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 

 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 

 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 

 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 

 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 

 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash, check, or money order. 

 

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 

Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 

All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 

Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 

(724) 847-0610 

k3som@arrl.net 

If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading your current 

amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association holds VE 

Test sessions (Volunteer Examinations) the second Thursday of each month at 

the Nine One One center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to our BVARA Club 

meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test session. Please come take your 

test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

Here are the successful participants in our VE process the month : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because there was no Club Meeting in the month of August, there were 

no candidates tested. Everyone was at the Club Corn Roast.  

* Testing resumes at the September 12th BVARA Club Meeting. 



Membership Information 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership 5.00   _______ 

One year ARRL membership    49.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation        _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No    Total Enclosed _______ 

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email   __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 



Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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Radio Sport     
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Bits and Pieces 
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Hello Everyone, 

 So how have your radio plans gone this 

summer? I hope better than the way mine have. 

My intentions have gone off track from what I 

had planned. I was very excited and anticipated 

having a great time going to the Skyview Radio 

Club hamfest in New Kensington last month. I 

didn’t get to the hamfest. Way back in April’s 

eQRM I shared how I day dreamed of a new 

antenna all winter. Last month I wrote that I 

wanted to put up a new antenna or two. I was 

not able to get either one put up. Life gets busy 

and things don’t always go as intended. I just had to roll with the punches last month.  

 Things are better for me now. I am planning to go to the hamfest at Unionville Fire 

hall this month. I surely will have improved providence with my planning this time. Weather 

difficulties and tractor problems held me up from my HF antenna project. Lack of funds, for 

pipe, hindered my 2 meter antenna plan. However, I did manage to get things started for the 

new HF antenna. I got 

the hole dug and the 

phone pole tarred on 

both ends. Using the 

tractor I placed the 

phone pole close to the 

hole it will be planted in. 

This is a lot bigger pro-

ject than I had anticipat-

ed! I will get this new 

HF antenna together, it 

is just going to take a 

little more time than my 

original plan called for. 

 

Till next month 73 KC3BXC clear but  I’ll be listening… 

Be courteous on the air, be safe and have fun with your hobby.  



It’s Your Dime 
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 Remember back when you could communicate by “Pay Phone” for ten cents? 

This page is for anyone who wants to communicate with the BVARA community and 

beyond. Please send me your article that you would like posted on this page. Please, 

only topics and language in good taste. As the editor I reserve the option to post it or 

ignore it. Send your dime to me at:  kc3bxc.73@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kc3bxc.73@gmail.com


Of Interest to All 
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Field Trip to Durbin, Cass, and the Green Bank Radio Telescopes 

Members of the BVARA visited and toured the Green Bank Radio Telescopes* in Green Bank, 

WV on Friday, August 30th, 2019.  The telescope sits near the heart of the United States National 

Radio Quiet Zone, a unique area where authorities limit all radio transmissions to avoid emissions 

toward the GBRT and the NSA’s Sugar Grove Station.  We took the General Tour followed by the 

SETI (Search for Extra Terrestrial Intelligence) Tour after lunch. 

The largest radio telescope on site has an active surface area of 2.3 acres and measures approxi-

mately 328’ by 361’ using 2,004 surface panels that are individually adjusted for optimum position.   

*GBRT Image courtesy of NRAO/AUI, CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17758390 



 

 

At a height of over 485 feet, it is taller than the Statue of Liberty and the Leaning Tower of Pisa.  

Operational frequencies range from 290 MHz to 100 GHz.  Pointing accuracy is the diameter of a 

quarter at a distance of three miles! 

On Thursday, we stopped at Durbin, WV to take a train ride on the Rocket coal-fired steam engine 

for a beautiful ride on the Durbin Greenbrier Railroad.  Our journey began at the confluence of the 

East and West Forks of the Greenbrier River and proceeded along the tracks close to the bank of 

the river at times as we steamed along to and from the Hevener Station for a total of 10.5 miles.  

Ah, the smell of burning coal and the smoke and ashes in the air is not soon forgotten! 

Thursday evening dinner in Cass, WV presented us with an exceptional once-a-year opportunity to 

attend an Historical Walking Tour of Cass (Population 52) with appetizers at each of eight planned 

stops.  That was followed by their annual ‘Farm to Table’ dinner at the Last Run Restaurant to 

commemorate the dinners that had been provided to the loggers who worked hard all day in the 

forest for the Company that also owned the entire town.  Our walking tour included company 

homes, the Jail House that accommodated up to 12 guests, their museum, and other sites of inter-

est.  Entertainment during dinner was provided by Rich Pawling, an award-winning educator and 

interpreter who also played the harmonica, the guitar, the banjo, and the mandolin with his own 

vocal interpretations of West Virginia local music.  Our delicious dinner was served family style 

with all home-made choices.  That entire evening was quite unique and memorable on many lev-

els.  I’m glad we chose not to eat at the hotel/motel that evening. 

 

 

Most BVARA field trips & 

Club events are open to 

everyone.  

Please contact us so we 

can welcome you to come 

join us ! 

Of Interest to All 
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