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               Fall is coming. Are you all done with any 
outdoor station upgrades you want to make before cold weather? Now 
is a great time to get’em done. It’s not too hot or cold ….  Yet. 



MONTHLY MEETINGS 
 

E-Board meetings are now held the 
Saturday before the monthly club 
meeting. 
 

VE testing begins at 5:00 PM. 
 

Regular meetings are at 6:30 PM 
 

All meetings are held at the 
Beaver County Emergency Services 
Center  (A.K.A. The 911 Center ) 
351 14th Street 
Ambridge, PA 15003 
on the second Thursday of every month 
(unless otherwise stated). 

2025 BVARA OFFICERS 

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z 

Vice President: Larry Homich, KC3ROS 

2nd Vice Pres.: Greg Burns KCTFW  

Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS 

Secretary: Tom Stoops N3XC  

Director: Tony Pavilonis, K3AHP 

Director: Jim Allen, KC3IXE  

Director: Douglas Lawrence K3GTX 
 

Trustee: Doug Hanna, N4YKQ  

Who We Are 

2025 
Sep 11 
Oct 09 
Nov 13 
Dec 06 Christmas Party 
 
2026 
Jan 08 
Feb 12 
Mar 12 
Apr 09 
May 14 
Jun 11 
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This Month 
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This Month: 
Speaker: 

Rich Soltesz 

K3SOM 

 

Topic: 

General Member Discussion  

 

Including: 

A DVD Presentation of the Peter I Island Dxpedition of 3Y0X near Antarctica in 2006  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rich’s Background: 

Extra Class Ham, Licensed since 1962, VE, 

B.S. Electrical Engineering 



More this Month 
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     Weekly 
 

Thursday Morning Breakfast 

     (or you can have lunch) 

 

 

 

 

The BVARA meets every Thursday at the Freedom Square Diner in Center Town-

ship, just to the right of the Cinemark Center Township Marketplace at 09:30 AM. 

All radio amateurs and 

those interested in amateur 

radio are encouraged to 

come join us at our Thurs-

day morning breakfast. 

 

See you  

 

The eQRM urges all 

Beaver County li-

censed amateurs to 

participate in the 

County’s RACES and 

ARES programs. 

Any Beaver County 

Amateur that is in-

terested in partici-

pating in the RACES/

ARES programs can 

do so by checking 

into the Beaver 

County Public Ser-

vice Net which 

meets every Mon-

day evening at 8:30 

PM local time on the 

WW3AAA 146.850 

MHz repeater (131.8 

PL) 

RACES / ARES 

The eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate. 

The Freedom 

Square Diner in 

Monaca has a great 

wait staff. Come 

let them take your 

order. 

 

Come join us! 



ALL candidates MUST bring ALL of the following: 
 

 1.  2 forms of I.D. - one MUST be a photo I.D. 
 2.  A pencil AND a pen with blue or black ink. 
 3.  The original AND a photocopy of any valid ham license. 
 4.  The original AND a photocopy of any C.S.C.E. 
 5.  The test fee of $15 - cash only. 
 6. Your FRN Number. (free from the FCC, call for details)  

VE TEST SESSIONS 
 

Beaver County Emergency Services Center 351 14th Street Ambridge, PA 15003. 
Tests begin promptly at 5 pm on the same day as BVARA Club Meetings  

(the second Thursday of the month). 
All classes of amateur radio license tests are administered. 

Get your License or Upgrade 
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For more information, contact : 
Rich Soltesz, K3SOM 
(724) 847-0610 
k3som@arrl.net 

 
If you are interested in getting your first FCC license or upgrading 
your current amateur radio license, the Beaver Valley Amateur 
Radio Association holds VE Test sessions (Volunteer Examina-
tions) the second Thursday of each month at the Beaver County 
Emergency Services Center in Ambridge Pennsylvania prior to 
our BVARA Club meeting. If there is no meeting there is no test 
session. Please come take your test with us! 



New License and Upgrades 
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BVARA VE Testing 

 Testing this Month : 

August 2025 VE Test Session Results 

 

There was no testing for the month of  August.  We were all at the Club Corn Roast. 

  

Our next VE Test Session will be on September 11th, 2025 at the 911 Center.  

  

All of our BVARA testing would not be possible without the help of the following 

Extra-Class VE Team members: 

Keith Custard – KC3TMC 

Reg Genola – W3REG 

Tony Pavilonis – K3AHP 

Scott Pelkofer - KC3KYZ 

Mick Pyzoha – N3OJP 

Bart Stack – KB3NFM  

Ron Victorelli – KC3TZT 

Bob Winkle – N3AZZ and 

Frank Witkowski – W3FJW 

 

73 from Rich Soltesz – K3SOM, VE Liaison 
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By becoming a BVARA member you help secure the future of Amateur Radio in 

Beaver County. Additionally, the BVARA receives a portion of each ARRL  

membership you purchase! 

Join the BVARA and ARRL 

Sign up for:       Price    

BVARA full membership    25.00   _______ 

BVARA student membership   15.00   _______ 

BVARA associate membership   10.00   _______ 

BVARA Child under 21 at home membership   5.00   _______ 

 A Club Donation                _______ 

       Total Enclosed          _______ 

ARRL Member? Yes No  

 

Your License Class (If you have one.) 

 Technician    Name   __________________________ 

 General    Address __________________________ 

 Advanced      ___________________________ 

 Extra Class    Email    __________________________ 

       Phone __________________________ 

      Your Call sign __________________________ 

      Your Signature__________________________ 

 

 

Make check or money order payable to: 

The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424 

South Heights, Pa 15081 

Membership Information 



 

Hamfests & General  Announcements 
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T H E  e Q R M  P a g e  1 2  



 

The Corn Roast of 2025 
What a difference a year or two can make! In 2023, you may recall: “It was a dark and 

stormy night; the rain fell in torrents—except at occasional intervals, when it was checked 

by a violent gust of wind which swept up from the valleys below, rattling along the house-

tops, and fiercely agitating the scanty flame of the lamps that struggled against the dark-

ness.”  In 2024, the weather was exceptionally pleasant with low humidity and comfortable 

temperatures with gentle breezes.  This year, Mother Nature decided to once again, cut us 

some slack and provide just a little warmer temperature but with those gentle breezes and 

blue skies with billowy clouds to make for a near-perfect Corn Roast at Shelter 1 in the Old 

Economy County Park near Baden.  

Setup and corn shucking began in earnest, with minimal rearranging of the picnic tables 

within the shelter to a customary configuration for our club event.  Our blue-colored, simu-

lated checkered table covers easily encouraged a family-style outdoor picnic. 
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Of Interest to All 

Shucking Corn  

 Doug – N4YKQ,  

Doug – K3GTX, and Kathy 



 

As in the past, the large kettle and propane burner were set up just outside the shelter so 

that the chance of accidental burns could be avoided.  Ice chests were deployed to provide 

safe and cool conditions for some of the food, water and pop. A large cooler was reserved 

to temporarily store the steamed corn so that people would not have to wait for a nice hot 

ear or two of corn. Electric outlets and outlet strips were put in place for the pierogies, 

baked beans, the hot dog and Bratwurst machine as well as hotpots with assorted offerings.  

On another table, various summer salads and desserts were prominently displayed. 

As 5:00 PM approached we began preparing the corn and hot dogs as well as picking up the 

fried chicken that we had ordered earlier in anticipation of the expected crowd.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Soon we had approximately 30 plus hungry people. Members who had not been seen for 

some time, new members, whole families including small children arrived. The picnic was 

on! Once again, name tags helped to identify both old and new with many conversations 

and mingling as people sampled the various food offerings and many desserts. 
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Of Interest to All 

At the food line are Angie, John – 
N3NQP, Tony – K3AHP, and Celeste 

At the food line are Tony – K3AHP,  

Celeste and Jeff – K3SLK  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And what offerings were available!  Many imaginative Summer salads filled in one area.  

Creative vegetables complimented the salads with delicious side dishes.  Better quality hot 

dogs and Bratwurst competed with some excellent fried chicken in the meat departments.  

But the desserts, including cookies, pies, and so much more demanded a second trip to the 

food buffet just to try a little of this or that, as if it had been missed with the first pass! 

The pleasant weather seemed to encourage so many enjoyable conversations with the op-

portunity to meet and enjoy the company of both new and old friends.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a bonus later in the early evening, Jack, KZ3Z brought many ham radio items and an 
assortment of less-needed but quality tools offered to those attending as he conducted an 
old-fashioned auction. 

But all too quickly, the sun began to set, and twilight began to take over as nightfall ap-

proached.  A good time was had by all!  Teardown went very smoothly with Shelter 1 
cleaned up and restored to its original condition. 
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Of Interest to All 

Doug – K3GTX, Kathy, 

Kathy, and David – KC3BXC  

Jack – KZ3Z Auctioning off a Radio 

Shack item to the crowd  

Tony – K3AHP with his Yaesu Rotor 

Auction Treasure 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A free, weekly, live, Amateur Radio Technician Class Licensing course on Zoom 

will begin on Thursday, Sept 4, and will run through Thursday, October  16  (7 

sessions).   The three-hour sessions will start at 6:30 PM Eastern Time.  These are 

the classes that we have been holding for years sponsored by the Amateur Radio 

Club of the National Electronics Museum.   

 

This is for anyone interested in getting their first FCC Ham radio license.    

 

Those wishing to sign up should email  roland.anders@comcast.net  
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Of Interest to All 

mailto:roland.anders@comcast.net


 
 

BVARA Coming Attractions 

   
_________________________________________________________________________ 

September 2025 

 
Regular Club Meeting September 11 

 

Several Hamfests 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

October 2025 
 

Hamfests 

Of Interest to All 
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Bits and Pieces 
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Hello All, 

 

 

 I didn’t get the newsletter out in a 

timely manner this month. I have had one 

calamity after another. Then I got the flu. I 

am better now and I have put out this 

newsletter quite late. I am shooting for an 

“on-time” newsletter for next month.  

 

 I hope you are enjoying the nice Fall weather.  

 

 Till next month, happy radioing. 

 

 

 

 

Clear on your final, but I will be monitoring. 

 

73 KC3BXC 



 

Radio Sport 
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