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5 THE HISTORY OF THE BVARA, PART 5:THE 1960s
Continuing our trip through the BVARA's history, we explore the 1960s. By Rich Soltesz, K3SOM
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Hamfests and general Contests, VE testing, and Digging into the past for our
announcements Presentation Series 90th anniversary
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Bulletins

HAMFESTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS / CLUB NEWS

HgmfeS'l'/ The Facts:
W3PIE Galbfest

Saturday, August 31, 2013. 8AM - 1PM

Time:
8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

(43) ® L | Map \ Satellite | Location:
Uniontown ARC Grounds
(a010) :%r 433 Old Pittsburgh Road
= cf&,;, Uniontown, PA 15401
4 L i
% % Talk-In:

! 147.045 (PL-131.8
%, J{;‘% @ ( )

% . Top Prizes:
"'.;% : @ Shad MFJ-259B Antenna Analyzer
s, Grove F Astron RS-35A Power Supply

Oliver Yaesu FT-1900 2M 55W Transceiver
Lemont
Fumace

Sponsored By:
_ WS3PIE, Uniontown ARC
i el @) Uniontown

Hamfest/ The Facts:
Swap & Shop 2013

Sunday, August 25, 2013. 8AM - 1PM
Admission: $3.00
Talk in on 146.640 - PL 131.8 MHz. $5.00 / vendor table

ARRL WPA Section Convention: WPA ARES Meeting and ARRL HQ Speakers

Location:
Prizes Include: Peet Brother WX Station, MFJ Antenna Analyzer, “Adventurer KEY” Fits Skyview Radio Society
Portables, Hourly Door Prizes, and more 2335 Turkey Ridge Rd.

Upper Burrell Twp. 15068
For more information, visit www.skyviewradio.net
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The Month Ahead

Contest Information, VE Testing and Presentation Series

CONTEST

North American QSO Party

July 20-21, 2013 (RTTY)
August 3-4, 2013 (CW)
August 17-18, 2013 (SSB)

OBJECTIVE: To work as
many North American
stations as possible
during the contest period.

BANDS: 160, 80, 40, 20, 15,
10, except no 160 meters
for the RTTY contest.

CONTEST PERIODS:
RTTY: 1800 UTC July 20 to
0559 UTC July 21, 2013

CW: 1800 UTC August 3 to
0559 UTC August 4, 2013

SSB: 1800 UTC August 17
to 0559 UTC August 18,
2013

Log Submission: Must be
date-stamped/postmarked
no later than 7 days after
the contest.

For more information on
this contest, detailed
rules, and log submission
addresses, please visit
http://www.ncjweb.com/na
gprules.php —

VE TEST SESSION

The next test session will
be at the Beaver County
Emergency Operations
Center

351 14th Street
Ambridge, PA 15003

Time: 5:00 P.M.
(walk-ins allowed)

Date: Thursday, July 11

All candidates wishing to
take the test should bring
ALL of the following:

1. Two (2) forms of
identification. One should
be a Photo ID.

2. A pencil and a blue or
black pen.

3. Your original AND a
photocopy of your current
license (if any).

4. Your original AND a
photocopy of any
C.S.C.E’s (if any).

5. The test fee of $15.00.

All classes of amateur
radio license tests will be
administered.

Note: No question pool
updates or releases will
take place in 2013.

For more information,
please contact our VE Test
Coordinator:

Chris Moratis, W30OUF
1199 Highland Avenue
Ambridge, PA 15003
PHONE: 724-266-2866
cjmoratis@gmail.com —

MONTHLY

Presentation
Series

The BVARA Presentation Series provides a vast array of topics
and discussions, with a new topic every month at our club
meetings.

Tek Ston

Chi S00my SGMERl 20 0my . oM[1.08ms A Chi o 228 W

July 11, 2013 @ 6:30PM

At Beaver County 911 Center, 351 14th Street, Ambridge PA
Speaker: Dick Hanna, K3VYY
Topic: The Quest for Quiet (RF that is!)

Including: Continuing with our BVARA Presentation Series this year, our
topic this month is a good one: Dick is going to discuss his effort to get
rid of RF noise at his home QTH. Using the “Cheap and Easy SDR”, an
AM portable radio and some help from the experts, he had managed to
take the noise level at home from an S8-9 down to an S1! The discussion
may give you some ideas on how you can improve your ability to receive
the “weak ones.”

Dick's Background: Extra Class Ham, licensed since 1962; Retired
Lead Application Engineer, Transfer Switch Equipment, Eaton Corp.
Ham Radio Interests: CW, Digital Modes, AM, Boatanchors —

WEEKLY

Thursday Morning Breakfast

The BVARA meets every Thursday at Steak n Shake in Center Township, by the
Beaver Valley Mall, at 10:30 AM. All area amateurs are invited and encouraged to

attend the Thursday Morning Breakfast. See you at Steak n Shake!
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THE HISTORY OF THE BVARA
PART 5

IHE
196

The decade of the 1960s

continued the significant activity

within the BVARA.

During this decade, increasing evidence of
club activities, equipment, and the

identification of individuals from the clubs
becomes available. We continue our high-

level review of the culture, the current
events at that time, both locally and

globally, and some of the activities of the

BVARA.
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GLOBAL EVENTS IN THE 1960s
The "Sixties" best describes the
complex of inter-related cultural
and political trends that occurred
across the globe. In particular, this
was the era of counterculture and
social revolution near the end of
the decade and also the era of
irresponsible excess and
flamboyance. The decade was also
labeled the Swinging Sixties
because of the fall or relaxation of
some social taboos, especially
relating to racism and sexism.

This was the era of the anti-war
movement in the years following
the beginning of the Vietnam War.
The "draft," the civil rights
movement, the peak of the cold
war with the Soviet Union, second-
wave feminism, the new left, the
gay rights movement, and an
increase in crime and urban unrest
describe some of these complex
trends in the 1960s.

In 1960 the first televised
presidential debates began and in
that same year, a U-2 spy plane

President John F. Kennedy, the 35th US President

Flower-power bus

was shot down and the pilot, Gary
Powers was captured by the
Russians. Alfred Hitchcock’s
Psycho was released in 1960. The
Soviets launched the first man into
space in 1961. Later that year,
President Kennedy gave his "man
on the moon" speech. In 1962 Andy
Warhol exhibited his Campbell’s
Soup Can. That same year, the
Cuban Missile Crisis brought the
world to the edge of World War I1I.
President Kennedy was
assassinated in Dallas in 1963. In
1964 Hasbro launched its Gl Joe
Action figure. US Troops were sent
to Vietnam in 1965. That same year
the miniskirt first appeared. In
1966 Mao Zedong launched the
Cultural Revolution in China while
mass draft protests began in the
US. That same year, the TV Series
Star Trek began a four-year series
that inspired, entertained, and
addressed cultural issues of the
day. 1967 marked the first heart
transplant operation and the first
Super Bowl. In 1968 the Tet
Offensive in Vietham marked an

infamous event of that war. In 1969
ARPANET, the precursor of the
Internet was created. Neil
Armstrong became the first person
to land on the Moon in 1969.

TECHNOLOGY EVENTS IN THE 1960s
A horsepower race for cars
highlighted automotive
technologies in the 1960s. The "big
three" automakers enjoyed their
greatest sales and profitability
during that decade. By the end of
the decade, the Detroit automakers
segregated their new models by
size. The first working laser was
demonstrated in 1960. In 1962 the
first transatlantic satellite
broadcast was made. The Touch-
Tone telephone was introduced in
1963 as well as the first video home
tape recorder. 1964 saw the
introduction of the eight-track
format and the compact cassette.
In 1967 the ATM (Automated
Teller Machine) appeared. The
computer mouse first appeared in
1968 while in 1969 the CCD chip

Neil Armstrong on the Moon
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for still and video devices was
developed.

BEAVER COUNTY IN THE 1960s
The 1960 US Census reported a
total of 206,948 people in Beaver
County for a growth rate of 18
percent over the 1950 US Census.
During the 1960s the Ohio River
Boulevard was extended beyond
Ambridge resulting in many
changes to that community and its
businesses. The East Rochester —
Monaca Bridge continued as a toll
bridge throughout the 1960s until
1973. In 1966 the Community
College of Beaver County was
begun. J&L Steel started up a Basic
Oxygen furnace in West Aliquippa
in 1968. Quigley High School
opened its doors in 1967 in
Economy.

The Vulcan-Kidd Steel Division
in Aliquippa was shut down in 1965
because of labor disputes. From
this, in 1966 the Forge Shop
Division of Universal Cyclops Steel
began in 1966. That same year
Precision-Kidd began operations.

HAM EQUIPMENT, TECHNOLOGY,
AND THE FCC

In 1960 the ARRL took a survey of
its readers to determine operating
habits of its ham radio readers. At
that time survey results indicated
that a 50 — 50 split between SSB
and AM modes was occurring. The
exception was on 20 meters where
about 75 percent of the operation
was on SSB. Use of the old modes
was now changing rapidly. Within
about two years, many if not most
hams had switched to SSB.

1

Aflantic Division director W3YA was featured speaker af

a banquet held in January by the Beaver Yalley Amateur

Radio Association, News-Tribune photographer K3HHC

lined up W3SIK, BYARA president KIPQA, W3YA and
W3LPF for this shot.

From April 1966 QST, Featured Speaker, Atlantic Division Director, W3YA

With the re-introduction of SSB
technology to hams in the late
1950s, ham transmitters, receivers,
and transceivers in the 1960s now
included SSB, AM, and CW modes.
Familiar names were all American
products that included Clegg,
Collins, EICO, Gonset,
Hallicrafters, Heathkit, Henry
Radio, Hammarlund, Johnson,
National, Swan, and others. Kit
makers like EICO and Heathkit
offered excellent value to those
hams on a tight budget with a
variety of affordable offerings.
Construction manuals from
Heathkit were generally considered
such a high standard that many
others attempted to attain their
level of quality, attention to detail,

and content. Looking back into
history through magazine
advertisements, noticeably absent
were Alinco, Icom, Kenwood, and
Yaesu products. Their time had not
yet arrived.

On the international scene, the
11th General Conference on
Weights and Measures after long
discussions concluded that "Cycles
per Second" should be replaced by
"Hertz." What was this world
coming to? "Mc" would now be
replaced by "MHZz" and hams
would need to replace their QSL
cards to stay fashionably current at
the very least.

In 1961, a group of American
hams built and had launched the
very first Amateur Radio satellite,
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OSCAR 1 (Orbiting Satellite
Carrying Amateur Radio) — barely
four years after the Russian’s first
launch of Sputnik 1. 570 hams in
28 countries received OSCAR 1
until its batteries finally fully
discharged. In 1969 the Radio
Amateur Satellite Corporation
(AMSAT) was formed to foster the
continuation by hams of space
research and communications.

During the 1960s, the FCC once
again modified ham privileges.
Back in 1952, the FCC gave to all
HF classes identical privileges.
Many hams with advanced skills
wanted the incentive licensing
system back and informed ARRL of
their position in October 1963.
Finally on August 24, 1967 the FCC
restored incentive licensing.
Exclusive segments on 80, 40, 20,
15 and 6-meter bands were set
aside for Amateur Extra and
Advanced class licensees and
withdrawn from use by General
class hams. The FCC's decision
continues today to foster debate
within forums and columns in
several magazines.

HAM CLUB AND MEMBER ACTIVITIES
The 1968 Yearbook of the BVARA
provided some interesting insight
into the people within the club.
This booklet contained an
interesting graphic map on the
cover of the areas around the rivers
with antennas of various shapes
and designs at the locations of key
members. On Page 2 the names of
people who filled various positions
as officers and committees were
identified. With a total

THE 1968
YEARBOOK

This booklet contained information on the BVARA, a map of

the area, club officers, members, and more.

Pittsburgh

THE
BEAVER VALLEY
AMATEUR RADIO
ASSOCIATION, INC.

Ambridge

; Aliquippa
Conway

Freedom Monaca
_Ellwood Rochester

Citys
: E; Beover
West

ENew Brighton
Bridgewater

Beover-Falls Indu

i

Darlington I ’

membership of 54 people, the next
set of pages listed all members,
their addresses and phone
numbers, as well as their license
class and, in some cases, the HF

1968
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
Presidenteissssessasqslob Mayer - K3IPCA

Vice Presidenteveses «.Mel Reed - K3LAA
Secretarys..eseCharles L, Pike - K3YUH
Treasurer........Barbara Mayer - K3PQB

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Barbara Mayer
Charles Pike
Jim Steppe

Bob Mayer
Mel Reed
B3ill Dunlap
TVI COMMITTEE
Bill Dunlap =« K3GML

PROGRAM CCMMITTEE
Chester Calvin - W3LEE
FI1ELD DAY
Steve Fridrick - W3LPF
REFRESHMENTS
George Kmetz = K30SL

Mark Moore = W3LPF
Jim Steppe = W3ISIK

CLUB_STATION ACTIVITIES
Jim Steppe = W3ISIK

ada

bands that they frequented.
Beginning on Page 12, the nine
articles of the club’s constitution
and by-laws were included, as
defined at that time.
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ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

COPYRIGHT 2013 RICH SOLTES

Included within Article 1 was a
brief description of the early
history of the club. In Article 2, the
purpose of the club was defined.
One of the prominent roles of the
club was to render assistance to
those with interference to their TV
and radio sets from amateur radio.
In fact, a prominent committee
was devoted specifically for that
purpose. Article 3 permitted
continuing membership to people
actively serving in the Armed
Services while on their tour of
duty. In Article 4 the yearly dues
were $5.00 and full-time students
were only required to pay $2.50
for club membership. Although
Field Day participation was
prominently defined in several
places within the club’s
constitution, results were not
published within QST Magazine
for most of the years of the decade.
In the decades that followed, many
revisions to the articles of the
constitution were made as the club
gradually changed.

NEXT TIME

Next time we’ll move ahead to the
1970s and continue our journey as
we follow the middle history of the
BVARA. We'll look at what was
happening around the globe and
locally during the 1970s. The CB
explosion was in full force and had
a profound influence on the
BVARA. Two meter repeaters
began operation across the
country, as well. We'll highlight
BVARA hams including their many
activities and their equipment.
Stay tuned! -

BVARA FIELD DAY
IN THE 1960s

Two pictures of field day round out our glance into this
decade's club history.

Images from top:
K3SOM/3 (right)
aided by K3FEO in the
process of erecting a
Field Day vertical for
their 1-B operation
atop Pine Knob with a
beautiful view of
Uniontown, PA (from
QST, Nov 1965);

Field Day with:

(back row) Bob
Mayer, K3PQA; Andy,
W3LCH; Dave Knox;
Bob McClain,
W3VRZ; Steve
Fridrick, W3LPP
(front row) Glenn,
W3RLL; and Rich
Tanner, WA3IVV
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LOOKING AHEAD

Propagation Charts

From the ARRL
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RACES / ARES

eQRM Urges All County Hams to Participate

As a matter of editorial opinion, the eQRM urges all Beaver County licensed
amateurs to participate in the County’s RACES and ARES programs.

Any Beaver County Amateur that is interested in participating in the
RACES/ARES programs can do so by checking into the Beaver County Public
Service Net which meets every Monday evening at 8:30 PM local time on the
N3TN 146.850 MHz repeater (131.8 PL)

PROPAGATION

The East Coast propagation chart listed above is for July 2013.

If you would like more information on how to read these charts, or for more information on
propagation in general, please visit http://arrl.org/propagation
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LOOKING AHEAD

Who We Are

Membership Information and Club Officers

[m—m—mm—————————

BY BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE BVARA, YOU CAN HELP

SECURE THE FUTURE OF AMATEUR RADIO IN |
ADDITIONALLY, THE BVARA RECEIVES A PO
ARRL AND/OR WORLD RADIO SUBSCRIPTION

JEAVER COUNTY.
RTION OF EACH
YOU PURCHASE!

Join the BVARA, ARRL and World Radio

Sign up for: Price Quantity

O BVARA FULL MEMBERSHIP 20.00
[0 BVARA STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 15.00
O BVARA ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP  10.00
[0 CHILD UNDER 21 IN HOME 5.00

[0 ONE YEAR ARRL MEMBERSHIP 39.00

Subtotal:
ARRL MEMBER?  YES NO  Donation

Your License Class (if any):

s MName
O Novice

Address
[ Technician

O General

O Advanced

Email Address

O Extra

Phone

Your Call Sign:

Exp. date

Signature

Make Check or Money order payable to:
The Beaver Valley Amateur Radio Association, P.O. Box 424

South Heights, PA 15081

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I Total:
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

BLAVER VP! LEY 8
M 3SOCIATION
~W3S

leg, Amateur Radi

Special 90th Anniversary Edition
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2013 BVARA OFFICERS

President: Jack Spencer, KZ3Z

Vice President: Jeff Waite, K3SLK
Second Vice Pres.: Mark Kavic, KB3LED
Treasurer: Pam Spencer, W3PMS
Secretary: Norm Trunick, K3NJT
Director: Adam Horniak, KG3L

Director: Denny Herbuth, KR3DX
Trustee: Rich Soltesz, K3SOM

Newsletter Editor: Grant Miller, KB3QFQ

MONTHLY MEETINGS

E-Board meetings are now held the Saturday
before the monthly club meeting.

VE testing begins at 5:00.

Regular meetings are at 6:30.

All meetings are held at

Beaver County

Emergency Operations Center

351 14th Street

Ambridge, PA 15003

on the second Thursday of every month
(unless otherwise stated).

MEETING DATES

2013

July 11

August - No meeting (Corn Roast, Date TBA)
September 12

October 10

November 14

December 7 - BVARA Christmas Party

2014
January 9
February 13
March 13
April 10
May 8

June 12
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